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Asbestos at the docks

o Sir, 1 refer t je b
Aifﬁd Ber o the article by Dr

yirne, ° Dockers Fear

] . Heslth Peril from Asbestos.” In
;1. the; present state of scientifie
. megical

knowledge, mesothe-
lloma should not, surely, be
atlgwed to cause panic reactions

1 until the fullest details regard-
© ing its distribution and causes

are fully understood.

The work of our dockers, un-
like that of men in a bestos
production industries, is non-
continuouz snd limited as to
time and exposure to injurious

Dr Byrne's earlier

{ te which he refers,

article,

| limiplies quite terrifying rlsks

even to persons handling pre-
parations of asbestos commeonly
used in their own household
chores. From what he has said
it lcould appear that the danger
of: mesothelloma wmight be
present on any bujiding site or
in® the homes of the public
where preparations such as
ashestos . wool-lagging are com-

_monly used.

;Although asbestos has not
been regarded as having likely
assoclation with the develop-
ment of mesothelioma among
the dockers one is unable to say
that scientific investigations still
going on concerning a variety
khown ag croeidolite might not
uhe day show it as a noxious
substance of more severe signi-
ficance. -

i The Port of London Authority

- during the summer of 1985 were .

attive In co-operating with the
linlstry of Lubour'and: othirg
td puraue Investigations and

! fermulate measures by which

ahy sort of risk from ashestos

wpon | cjrgoes generally would best be

- t4ekied,

-rrlcummendltlom of . these in.
quirles

On the findings and

representations = were

"’ ‘made to the shippers to ensure

they have played an

;iévk :ind";bm moleds :f
ackaging . CATROSs
T
CoOUnLry. e repd

to the parties concerned does
not apparently diverge to any

‘great extent from what was sub-

Gepartmant ‘ta Bort of
epa nt to
Authority stafl: it was concluded
that such risk as there might
be In this country would not
amount to more for dock
labourers than for other workers.

Dr Byrne's articles are of
interest as containing expres-
slons of broad scientific conjec.
ture published where they will
attract attention irom many who
have no access to informed and
impartial opinion.

In his concluding paragraphs
ene is happier when noting an
admisslon that questions of
packaging and Joading are in
fact -exerclsing the “ Ingenuity
of doctors, sclentists and indus-
trialists throughout the world.”
Dr Byrne, however, does not
give credit to the Port of Lon-
don Authority for the part which
are play-
ing in this connection., When-
ever questions are raized sbout
objectionable cargoes the
Authority is invariably inter-
ested to seek for and press
measures by which these can be
mitigated and controlled,

The Authority’s health policy
is directed to prevention rather
than passive acceptance of un-
known risks., Accident Preven.

ndon

. ion Committees, on which sit

‘represeritatives’ of the staff,
meet regularly at the docks and
their questions and observations
on gubjects of physical accidents
and possible injuries to health
ére regularly passed to the
Authority’s head offide, where
they are considered and advised
on by members of management

O T st

i
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' medical depart%ént.'
mgnggo‘ﬁhel'euﬂm. it ean be said
that since December, 1046, when
comprehensive returns of health
of all Port of London Auilority
staff were initiated, therdils no.
instance of any case of Jshes-.
tosis, or malignant growih of
the Jung attributable; 1o
asbestos, or of mesothejloms,
being reported in the sefvice.

‘ A M Lawrence-Sn§jth,
Medical Officer, Yort
of London Authofity

London EC3
Dr_Allred B writes: Dr Ligwrence.
Sl VY e SN ey
whetd, [ sugeested, hea was |
wrong. Kis lelter & equally i
0o el lf'l.h'lt the :
feme the 8f ' Btbestos
docks. - réover, -1 And Do
hiz Assertion Lhai o6 cakes of:
theilosna ve arizen since 194
thay It takes &b Average of o0 f¢
the iumou’ 10 appeafl. .i

Fixing the rate

Sir,—We wete

intrigupd to
learn from last Sunday's;article
(“Dockers fear health per} from
asbestos ’) that paymentiof 2s,
per hour has some begieficial
or preventive effect on ‘Pleural
cancers from inhaled agbestos,

. and would appceciate informa-

tion on the research whith led
to the fixing of a particutir sum
to combat the occurrefice of
mesothelioma. WL
This principle of preéYention
by payment could perhlips be
extended  to other folfns - of
digease. Just (o make Bure In
the case of the dockdls, we
would suggest that 2s.'%d. or

.28. 9§d. per hour may @e even

more beneficial.
J XL J de Bary, MRS,
LRCP DIH &

Ward Gardmer, MD,

A,
D C Murphy Bsg

RIC, Flnst Pet.

P

Fawley, Hants
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- from service and was

“LOCO. GE‘TS A LIFT

BFING loaded on
tish Rail Pacific Locomos
tive DOMINION OF CANADA whwh l.l
N-I mnlol o the Ci d-
toa for duphy ia Mt

.M"m.l‘oeﬂnoﬁn nd been withdrawn

board !
IEAVFROAK at the Royal Vk{onl « *to the
Dock

ning order and short
nudon of restoring

10 be
but, after beisg a cbedlyMr.lO.
'm‘" ""A'"' ‘and Lyl Lid,

the cost of the wnrt. which was
out u a cost of £1,600,

Bdlhl Rail agreed to maks a gift of It
Associ

intion.
While in the workshops, out of rume
of tome parts, lho
and repamnting the

i‘nu and Lyle—who bave » substantial
m nt ia the (.lndul and Dominion
Sugar ¢ 10 assist with
carried

A WOMAN MP WITH
CONSTITUENCY OUTSIDE OF *
DOCKLAND HAS CHAL-
LBVGED THE MINSI'ER OF *
LABOUR, MR. RAY GUNTER,
OVER THE CANCER DANGER
* TO DOCKERS WHO HANDLE
CARGOES OF ASBESTOS.

Mrs. Joyce Butler, labour MP
for Wood Green says she is not -
satisfied with the r:py ihe Mmmtr
gave to her question in Parliament -

st
Is contracted through working d:xly
over a period of months or years in

< hhly to get lung umd:n agye
body else.

. VERY RARE 5"
n ppun that asbesios’ lsa” -
X & associated with another kind ;‘( ;n-
“cer called mesothclioma.

affects the covennl ulhar “than |he
substance, of the

It may also nﬂeq. (h"hmn. ol
the :bdommal cavity, It is a very”
- rare dise:
~ Even now. with all te publmly
that has been given (0 th subject in

the mi and nation:l press, re-
ports ‘of new. cases an still only L

coming in at the ratc ot less
50 a_year,
Of the rmew

- timo mny well bo

ool conume.-l. ;
W Unliner

faitly  heavy wn:cmuuon: nl
asbestos dust, d bessian sacks l“ﬂ' too
1{ Muiti-wail

bioe
cavmot be handled sa'ely
even ln bags which m nomally
reasonably dusi-proo
Satis (moq cmﬂlllons. can hows
ever be obta if the blue asbestos
pxktd in nst-proo( contal.:crs
which are. then stacked on pallets
hl: can be handled mechanically.

.. BETTER METHOD .
* An even better method which in

hetlos z u‘u tonlame;l ships.
are at present »

sh;hUy :::- nisk of pg,nnnl ngah‘?

Bmler is_extremel; vaste

ed in all indumul dnm:u e ey

was bocauss of this that she ubltd

0 o “’.""'; berd concemed
cach year, a substamtal majority - -
l!ny'»uﬁl to have "J '°"' Uﬁhﬁdls:zu‘hfh: not secem wu,t:

C ROUND - lke - wodd
. trips for"two top PLA
mena will meas 3 rendera
vou in 'l'okn, l;'m' each- .

llobc kon a2 dnﬂml;.'
direction.

Winnipeg.

'S !nlrm:n. 3
h'e arrived. via Montreal, .°
ErEeetls =

y for sev &
‘:ﬂm Can-dun shippers, at
uncheon he

honour;". and

guest of
Honnlu!u. after stops at
Vancouver,, Toroato lnd-

. The two mea will' nn:nd %

month after leaving

.- . lrom Home.

"and from Mon-
back to London,

.__The trips are designed as
PLA-selling tours. l‘nd dur-

whne asbestos

cu
Three main kinds ol rsbﬁlos are.
|* jmported into this coustry. About’
three-quarters of it is ciysotile or
about one-fitth is *
osite or brown astestos, and
abont one-twenticth is excidolite o
blus asbestos.
Current _ evidence poitts ‘to blue

Mrs.
. ﬂlﬂr prnﬂuuon: lwed lo be

zﬂ'lcp':«tly in contact with the re-
was at present

. into " asbesiosis. PrEIctgainy o

“I am disturbed that herd is one

pe of cancer we know.the sause

said Butler “but e

—

THE PORT. lr.u.y ApsS 2%, 1967

hY

SR

3

“asbestos as being vanely most
i:lommcnly €

1t is_impossible to ba certain tha
the cthers are, harmies., but the
. risks sre certainly much lhan

with_blue asbestos.
The chance that am: hﬂ'ldul
docker will get rueso h.hn—

remote 2
is i3 true even wul |h= pre-
cautiors that have been taken in
B‘o’:‘ My Department is revumg 1l
ks Re;ulamml s quuu

- m-’ LOVE " WITH
“ THE - RIVER

This & enft Is a faaiisr
wa by the Rlver. She's
ndra

(oul urs watching 198
("¢ on it” ays Sandrs.

“The River facinates m. 1

gAY .

ing thes busi- ol
ness-pa travels, both In the meantime we have r’
n W nake vauatid | commended to the pwul:en. i

usiness  associates and | porters and users that 1 s

-. learn_more about foreign { any kind ;hould only bz im pomd RS
handling and cootaiaer | into and transposted md\m uus .

train . acrass :techniogues. . mseeen 1o . if.iteis. in.
-- -
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25 Gunter’s

et
4

A .
+ DEAR SIR,

i0s Minister of » Labour,, has~
%, been bed to believe that.

I psbestosis can ~only “be "o su 2 Sl
contracted through ' ex ,&:{hedust' e
gensive work in a beavy: 7 2 Save seen how the com-
jon of asbestos,~ »is of ® dag follows one
_-jm.loch-mnlih--

3 ﬁf- ol °

3 . S5 -ol beans, sle, 41e) - x; Siai

: E8 B8 g have atso moticrd fhat + .

3 ﬁ‘_‘;::) A “-yt':b:l.‘ ‘woman :Mhpmki‘dﬂlmm
A

3 o) A mlddloaped wife, © ot waly 1o U ot very mice

;T whose enly coatact wilh ae- 'h.l-::"bu m':?hn

3 -
8 ;.:_i_nnel was by :l‘ﬁlﬂ ic_ x:;w, ool, “::.o‘f:' o
:!ﬂ‘lll)“ !Iﬂﬂh. . Saside, - — - RPN -
g g:,(c).hamm.m’?;ammlmmw rfeers ST St
E=zuce worked ia (he Qkﬂ!;ﬁ;"“.'"-};:‘_n.i 2 A r T2 :qna:'m,e‘BA,l_.'rlc}a‘mlgC!lmJe-' z
- S50 i sabestos Brm. © 5, 0K hive Setn Teag 183 PLA ~tarmed _x_o'-lui_ngndjlmm‘-jhc'.qu;:Comadﬂ - @
Fo I*--:l-ﬂlmngﬁ-‘:;fyg;:gn e ‘Docks mith & consignment -of .asbesios that it bad
* Z.31s oid self, a5d who bad o 5 Ja not s bad as me think, but T - Drooght from Russia 3 week catlier, still Intact jn s -
-5&..&1,;4»3.« 73 have nlso seen In sn article - Chold, =T 8 T R R
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