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GENT i .  :

My name is  P i c k t h a l l .  I am D i s t r i c t  Manager ,  Z o n o l i t e  

C o n s t r u c t i o n  P r o d u c t s  D i v i s i o n ,  W. R. Grace £• Company.

Our i n t e r e s t  in t h i s  matter,  f o r  the b e n e f i t  o f  those 

p e o p l e  in the room who d o n ' t  know us, i s  o c c a s i o n e d  by the 

f a c t  that  we a re  the m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  a c e m e n t i t i o u s  f i r e ­

p r o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l  s o l d  under  the t r ad e  name Mono -Kote .  I t  

c o n t a i n s  some a s b e s t o s  ana l i k e  o t h e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  peop le  

we have been conce rned .  .

Conce rned  f o r  o u r  in p l a n t  pe op le ,  f o r  the workmen 

who a p p l y  o u r  m a t e r i a l s  and f o r  the ge ne ra l  e nv i r on me nt  o f  

the communi t i e s  in wh i ch  o u r  m a t e r i a l s  a re  used.

In the f a c e  o f  o v e rw he l m in g  e v i d e n c e  to the c o n t r a r y  

i t  wou ld be s o m e th i n g  s h o r t  o f  i n t e l l i g e n t  f o r  anyone to 

d i s c o u n t  the p o s s i b l e  h e a l t h  ha za rd  r e l a t e d  to u n c o n t r o l 1ud 

and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  e x p o su r e  to a s b e s t o s  du s t  and f i b e r .

B e f o re  we go any f u r t h e r  w i t h  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  I want to 

make i t  e x c e e d i n g l y  c l e a r  t hat  the Z o n o l i t e  C o n s t r u c t i o n  

P r o d u c t s  D i v i s i o n  i s  t o t a l l y  commit ted to the comp lete  

e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  a s b e s t o s  from the p r od u c t  l i n e .



U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  no one knows w i th  a b s o l u t e  c e r t a i n t y  j u s t  

where the danye r  p o i n t  i s ,  in tPe l e ve l  o f  e x p o s u r e .  L a c k i n g  

t h i s  knowledge  we t h i n k  the soui  d app roach  i s  complete  

e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  a s b e s t o s ,  and th i -  is what we a re  g o i n g  to do.

We have made c o n s i d e r a b l e  r t o g r e s s  in t h i s  d i r e c t  loo in 

the l a s t  18 months but  t he re  a re  15 yea r s  o f  development,  

t e s t i n g ,  f i e l d  e x p e r i e n c e  and cede ap p ro va l  work i n v o l v e d  

in the p r e s e n t  p r o d u c t .  We fee that  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

p r o v i d i n g  e q u i v a l e n c y  in f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  is j u s t  as great,  i f  

not  g r e a te r ,  than the p o s s i b l e  ha za rd  o f  a s b e s t o s  exposu re .

I t  wou ld  be n i c e  i f  we c o u l d  sweep a l l  t h i s  under  the 

rug and announce  to you t hat  we now have the panacea f o r  the 

di lemma, m We s i m p l y  took  out  the a s b e s t o s  and t he r e  is n o t h i n g  

to w o r r y  abou t .  S o r r y ,  but  as you a l l  know i t ' s  not  that  

s i m p l e .

We are  not  a l o n e  in t h i s  app roach  to the problem.  A l l  

the ma jor  f a c t o r s  in the i n d u s t r y  a re  w o r k i n g  in t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  

and the good o i d  Amer i can  c o m p e t i t i v e  sy s tem w i l l  make i t  

c e r t a i n  t hat  no one goes  to s l e e p .

So in t r u t h ,  the m a t t e r  under  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  here t o n i g h t  

is an i n t e r i m  t h i n g .  What s h o u l d  be done to c o n t r o l  t h i s  

p o s s i b l e  h aza rd  u n t i l  I n d u s t r y  can remove the o f f e n d i n g  

i n g r e d i e n t .  .
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In l a t e  1963 when the New Y o r k e r  A r t i c l e  was pubi  is bed, 

few o f  us were aware o f  the ha za rd s  o f  a s b e s t o s .  I t  ca-ve 

as q u i t e  a s hock .  A s b e s t o s  had been c o n s i d e r e d  a v e r y  u se fu l  

and impo r tan t  i n g r e d i e n t  in many b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l  p r o d u c t s .  

F l o o r  t i l e ,  c e i l i n g  t i l e ,  wa te r  p i pe ,  wa l l  p a n e l s ,  a l l  c o n t a i n e d  

a s b e s t o s .  I t  i s  c o n t a i n e d  in s p r a y e d  f i r e p r o o f i n g ,  s i m p l y  

beca u se  i t  i s  e c o n o m i c a l l y  sound and pe r f o rm s  we l l  under  f i r e  

e x p o su r e .  .

F o l l o w i n g  the New Y o r k e r  a r t i c l e ,  in r a p i d  s u c c e s s i o n  

came a r a sh  o f  magaz i ne  a r t i c l e s  on the same s u b j e c t .  Mos t ,  

i f  not  a l l  o f  them, p o i n t i n g  the f i n g e r  at  the sp r ay ed  f i r e  

p r o t e c t i o n  i n d u s t r y  as b e i n g  bad guy s .  A l l  o f  t hese  a r t i c l e s ,  

some o f  wh i ch  b o rd e re d  on b e i n g  i r r e s p o n s i b l e ,  had one t h i n g  

in common. Complete ab sence  o f  f a c t u a l  data  on sp r ay ed  f i r e ­

p r o o f i n g .  They r e l a t e d  in u n p l e a s a n t  d e t a i l  the h i g h  m o r t a M t y  

r a te  among a s b e s t o s  wo r ke r s  and then by i n f e r e n c e  c l a imed  the 

same f a te  f o r  the sp r a y e d  f i r e p r o o f i n g  workmen and even  worse 

f o r  the p u b l i c  in g e n e r a l .  A l l  o f  t h i s  w i t h o u t  one p u b i i s n e d  

i o t a  o f  t e s t  data  r e l a t i n g  to s p r a y e d  f i r e p  r o o f i n g .

The i n d i c t m e nt  was ba sed  s o l e l y  on a s s o c i a t i o n .  You use 

a s b e s t o s !  A s b e s t o s  Worker s  have a h i g h  m o r t a l i t y  rate.  So,



You too a re  g o i n g  to d i e .  Not o i l y  you but  e ve r yone  a round  

you. Complete d i s r e g a r d  o f  the amount o f  a s b e s t o s  i n vo l v ed ,  

the t o o l s  b e i n g  used  o r  the c o n d i t i o n s  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n .  A l l  

o f  wh i ch  has c o n s i d e r a b l e  b e a r i '  g on the ha za rd  l e v e l .

The o t h e r  t h i n g  wh ich  a l l  . f the se  a r t i c l e s  had in 

common w i t h  the New Y o r k e r  O r i g  nal  was t hat  they a l l  

r e f e r r e d  to the i n t o l e r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  c r e a t e d  by s p r a y i n g  

o p e r a t i o n s  in New York  C i t y .  •

I t h i n k  i t ' s  o n l y  fa.i r to p o i n t  out  t hat  New York  is 

not San F r a n c i s c o  and n e i t h e r  a e the c o n d i t i o n s  c r e a t e d  by 

f i r e p r o o f i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .

Some o f  you on t h i s  Boa rd  . e l l  remember the l ong  t e d i ou s  

hou rs  in the e a r l y  1 9 6 0 1s spent  in t h r a s h i n g  out  d e n s i t y  

and dam ag e ab i 1 i t y  r eq u i r em en t s  ' o r  d i r e c t l y  a p p l i e d  f i r e p r o „ ' i n g . 

Those  o f  us in I n d u s t r y  s t i l l  have s c a r s  on ou r  p s y che s  to 

a t t e s t  to o u r  bo u t s  w i t h  Mr. G o l d b e r g ' s  s c r a t c h  t e s t .  Some 

o f  us had a name f o r  t hat  i n f e r n a l  c o n c r a p t i o n  wh ich  c a n ' t  

be r epeated  in p u b l i c .  I ' l l  t e l l  you in p r i v a t e  i f  you h a v e n ' t  

heard  i t .  S e r i o u s l y ,  San F r a n c i s c o  has not  had the problems 

r e f e r r e d  to in t he se  magaz i ne  a r t i c l e s  s i m p l y  becau se  o f  the 

dam age ab i 1 i t y  r eq u i r em en t s  wh i ch  t h i s  Board  p a s s e d  in 1961.
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ln a l l  the t h ou sand s  o f  words that  have been w r i t t e n  on 

t h i s  s u b j e c t  by the j o u r n a l i s t i c  f r a t e r n i t y  I have yet to 

f i n d  a s i n g l e  r e f e r e n c e  to an a s b e s t o s  ex p o s u re  count  on e i t h e r  

the journeymen do i n g  f i r e p r o o f i n g ,  o t h e r  t radesmen on the job,  

o r  the ge ne ra l  p u b l i c .  One wou ld  t h i n k  t hat  at  l e a s t  one o f  

t hese  e n t e r p r i s i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  wou ld have taken  the t r o u b l e  

to get  the f a c t s .

To the b e s t  o f  my knowledge  up to t h i s  moment no one has 

comp leted  such  a s t u d y .

When I appea red  b e f o r e  t h i s  Board  in May I t o l d  you t hat  

we we re g o i n g  to ge t  the t r u t h  and t ha t  win,  l o s e  o r  draw, 

t h i s  Board  wou ld ge t  the r e s u l t s .  We have done so  and we have 

the r ep o r t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  you t o n i g h t .  I 'm c e r t a i n  you r e a l i z e  

t ha t  a s t u d y  o f  t h i s  k i n d  ' r e q u i r e s  a h i g h  degree  o f  t e c h n i c a l  

s k i l l  to g a t h e r  the data and l ong  year s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t r a i n i n g  

and e x p e r i e n c e  to i n t e r p r e t  i t .  We were most f o r t u n a t e  in 

b e i n g  a b l e  to s e c u r e  the c o n s u l t a n t  s e r v i c e s  o f  two o u t s t a n d i n g  

a u t h o r i t i e s  on the s u b j e c t .  Drs .  Tabershaw and Cooper.  Both 

medi ca l  men w i t h  l ong  and s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to P u b l i c  

Hea1th.

Our  o n l y  c o n d i t i o n s  were t hat  they  get  the t r u t h  and 

p r e s e n t  i t  in a manner  wh ich  wou ld be m e an i n g f u l  to n o n - m e d i c a l ' 

pe op le .  We t h i n k  they  d i d  the ob we l l  and we a p p r e c i a t e  i t .
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We be l i eve  that  th i s  report  c l e a r l y  ind ica tes  that we 

are not c r e a t i n g  the heal th  hazards to e i th e r  workmen or the 

p u b l i c  with which we have been charged.

The actual  sampl ing  and microscop ic  work was done by 

Mr. LeRoy Ba lzer  and Mr. Doug Fowler. Both o f  these men are 

h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  and soon to be Doctors in th e i r  own r i ght .

Since th i s  report  is of  medical  s i g n i f i c a n c e  I c e r t a i n l y  

do not feel  q u a l i f i e d  to present  i t .

Mr. Fowler

He wi l l  go over the report wi th you and answer any questions  

you care to ask.

When you are through wi th him I would apprec iate  a few more 

moments to conclude our presenta t ion .


