6;" Pittsburgh C rning Corporation
One Gateway C nter
Pittsburgh, Ponnsylvania 15222

E W. HOLMAN
Vice President
Technology and Manufacturing

March 19, 1970

Mr, Wendell R, Blair, Regional Director
U, S« Department of Labor

Bureau of Labor Standards

Office of Occupational Safety
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Dear Mr, Blair:

On April 8, 1969, you wrote a letter informing us that a recent
Labor Department Survey of our Tyler, Texas,.facility revealed several vio-
lations of the Safety and Health Requirements of the Walsh-Healey Public
Contracts Act, Mr, B. M, Stout, formerly Vice President, Manmufacturing, for
Pittsburgh Corning Corporation, wrote to you on July 2, 1969 and outlined
the action our company would take to bring the Tyler plant into compliance
with the provisions of the aforementioned act. This letter will saerve to
update your information as to our activities in this area,

Pittsburgh Corning Corporation's Central Engineering Department,
with consulting assistance from Dr, Morton Corn, has completed detailed plans
for a ventilation system to control asbestos dust at this plant, However,

purchase and installation of the required equipment have been delayed for the
following reasons:

1, Engineering estimates for purchase and installation of the
fabric filters, ducting, etc, are quite high when considered
S against the very real possibility that such equipment may
prove to be obsolete in the near future, As you know, a
reduction of the Threshold Limit Value of asbestos from
twelve to five fibers/cc is scheduled for May 1970, This
new level will require a thorough review of the proposed
ventilation system by Dr, Corm in order to assure its
adequacy in meeting the new TLV, or possible further'reduc~
tions in the TLV that may occur at a later date, Further
reductions may make it impossible to control dust with the
proposed equipment, e ——————
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The equipment, on the other hand, may prove to e ‘——nesessar—.
Pittsburgh Corning Corporatiom :I.s vigorously pzrsuli=g drmloz—
ment of & substitute material for use in its pipe Imsuliziom.
Initial tesults appear favorable and we are oprimistic smr
the possibility of marketing the new pipe insulaticm by =2
1972. Success in this area will completely elizinz=e astistos
from our product and greatly reduce the neaed f:r exr=ensim
ventilation equipment, (Note: Please treat th: above izSor-
mation in a confidential manner),

For the above reasons, we request a temporary varimmce <o the 2ex’<h
requirements of the Walsh-Healey Act, During the variance pericd, we vil_ <
the following steps to insure health protection for personmnel exposes o
asbestos dust:

1.

26

3.

Continue the respiratory protection program in all mamuizetum—=g
areas showing excessive exposure until such areas ize b-::g:t-
under control.

Initi{ate a health education program that will Z3llr expliiz =
the employees the health hazards assoclated with asdestos
exposure and how they can protect themselves,

Expand the pariodic medical examination program for our szplrvzes
to include not only chest X-rays as performed to dr=e bz 2.=x,
on all employees with more than fiva years senisrisy, az sxtmmsive
medical history and physical examination, and pulmemary Sme=—omn
tests performed biannually, We have discussed suck a pro-amx

with Dr. George Hurst, Clinical Director of the Eas: Tex:s
Tuberculosis Hospital, who is interested in providimg these
exsminatiouns,

We would appreciate the opportunity of going over iz dazail —e =Zore-
mentioned points, If you think this is desirable we will be hapwy to maz= with
you in your Dallas office at your convenience, In the interim, if yor cec=ire
additional information or Lf I can be .0of further help, pleasse comtac: ze.

Very truly yours,

PITISBURGH CORNING COR®IORATCDN

e W/ Holman
EWH/rtb L
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This ingnestiian e3 —ade by . R. Holdar and Jotm P, Zowle for tha -LIpase
of the Tadegesipl Feslignist parforming a surver to datezelne {f erplarases
swmzs bafn~ 3nossd te axasssive smounts of asbastos fines, A teem I7vtT
¥TOH upd wigised t23'plent At the request of the Texas State Depatimeat
of Haslrth and rassed o %9 Rezional Adninistrator Joim V. Barto the tnlara
natior that ther fel: :xt"eatl.v serions health hazard conditions exis:ed

at this pla=t dur o «loyvess beine exposad to excasaive amounts of
ashestos fizss,

-The ~ntTance intsrriaw wvas w!.th Mz, Edmond "-'n.wlev, orks Accountant, and
Hr. C. B. van Sorme,"’orks Menager. Tha ARA and Industrisl Eysienis:t nro- °
narly identifisd themselves by prasenting thair identification cred .asials
and the ARA explained that the purpose of the inspection was for iiz. Zayla
to perform an industrial hrziens surveay to daternine if employees wera
bﬂns axposss to svzessive awounts of asbestos fines, Copies of the
Occupational Safety and Health.Act of 1970, 29-CFR Part 1910, Handy Referenze
Guide, and Safebty Standards msgazine, datad May-June, 1971, wers pressnted
to them, Both of thase employar represantatives were familiar with the

Act snd when we Iinformed them it would be necassary for an emploves repre-
santative to azcompany us on the inspection Mr. Ray Barron, Maiatenzace

Man and Unien “ozkmam Committee member, who resides at 109 E. Crandville,
Tvlar, Texas, and is & member of 0.C.A.Y., Local 4-202, the authorized
Tepreseatstive of the emplovass, waz callad to the o’ﬂ.ce azd he was brlchd
on cbc purpose of our viai.t.

Prior to Startine the inspection & review of th: accident reports was made and no -
sarions injuries have resulted in thisz plant durins ths cuyrrmet celexdar Trar. ’
Prior to the erplovees' reprasentatiwe be‘ng callad to the office Mr. van Hormle
sag inforced thet if conditions were notad during the insnection -that ¢cmstie
toted glleced violations of the rmles snd reswlations, thet it could cavye

the counsny to be issued a citation of allazed violations and pronessd
rssagsment of nanplties, Additional information as to other eploress
contacted can ba formd in =he Industrial Hrgienist's arctrativa report.

Mr. van Forna was inforoad that wa would be taking pictures of the aguipzent and
people at each test site and ha woiced no objection.
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OSiA-1C
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1. Coverage Informacion: Manufactur=r unibestos pipe insulation affectine commerce ohtaining

ryw materials and distributing finished products. ’

3. Closing Conference Sunmary: Date 12/1/71, iir. C, L. vam Horme, “orks lanacer, C. ", Folder,

v: Camelisnce,and Johm P, Bovle, 1. H., oresent, ARA informed i, —zn Horme ¢llesad

~iolations had been noted and that citation of alleged violations and propored assassment

»¢ penslties ~auld be {37ved, ifr. Borle covered alleged violatioms noted and this norrism

¢f clozing conferemce iy covered in the I. H. nerrstive report. !z, van Horne adnitred

tamsledze 0i ercessire comeantrations of asbestos and stated compan had Tequested

~arisnce, Covw of this wariance Tequest vas furnished by van Horne and iz (r the #7ls,

s, van Forne did not ob'ect to propesed shatemant dates or violrtions, MNeo.-lecal ect-on

rvrastad,
} W o
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3. Is your opinioa, is » follownp inspection necesaary? mfn DN. ‘
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