December 23, 1957 -

Dr. George J. Seibold " "
Balyeat Hay Fever and Asthma Clinic :
Oklahoma City c
Oklahoma

Dear Doctor Saiboldz*

Your letter of Dscember 1llth
to Mr. Ronan of the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation came to
me some days ago, and a day or two later your lebtter
followed. The case which you describe is of interest
to me particularly becasuse such cases are always &
puzzle, bub more pariliculsrly because we have hed.
several corresponding experiences, However I think I
am in position to glve you at least a tentatlive solution
of your problem without resorting to the method of eme
ploying tetraethyl lead Iin phteh tests. I may say that
1t 1s not adviesble, in my opinion, to use this material
in pateh tests without considersable cautlon, but I may
also tell you that tetraethyl 1sad is not = skin irritant
and tnat in our experience, in cases of this type, it hes
regularly given negative resulta,

I am sending you herewith an
article written on this subject by one of my associates
in the laboratory. You willl note that he has gone to a
groat deal of palns to determine the nature of the irritant
naterial, It 1s undoubtedly some fraction of the gas oline
{tself aend in as mmch as we have found that gasoline base
vary considerebly in this respect, we are guite certsin that
the substance or substances do not occur uniformly in gaasoline.
Dr, Machle 13 attempting to isolate the material or materlals
which are capablé of produclng these sensitivity phenomena.
They seem to be chiéfly associsted with unsaturated aydro-

. ecurbons and it ls our tentative opinion that they misht be- =
the pre-cursor of the gums and waxes which are found to
variasble degree but espaclally in oracked gasoline, . Ths .
materials are difficult to. isolate and they will undoubtedly
be difficult to identify if and whey they are isolated,

We are quite csertain, however, that they bear no relation
to the tetraethyl lead content except to the extent that
gasoline containing tetraethyl.lead is likely to have a
larger ocontent of coracked gasoline than are the cheaper
gradea of stralghterun patrolaum distillate,

'S ince you have asked for further
~ information on tetreethyl leed, I am sending you some
additional lnformation which may be of interest to you,.
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- Unfortunately one of the artieles which I would like to

- send you is not now available to me in reprint form, but

if you are interested in seeing this article, it can be -
found in the Journal of Industrial Hyglene for March 193,
Volume XVI, under my name and that of two other assoclates
in the laboratory. If you are further interested in the -
question of lead polsoning in so far as we have studied

1t, I refer you to a series of articles which appear in the
Journal of Industrial Hygiena - Volume 15 - September 1935.

Aa to the treatment of your case

of gasoline dermatitis, we have found that in genersl

these eases respond to the usual type of ointments and

they ¢lear up somewhat slowly at times but in other instances
they clear up very rapldly sftsr removal from exposure to
gesoline llquild and vapors, In one or two serlous casses
which we have seen, we have found 1t necessary to advise
the patient to avold and 211 contact with gasoline or its
vapors, and 1f necessary to accomplish this purpose, to
- change his employment. This is rathex severe advice, but
in our opinion it is better than having recurrences of
the original difficulty. You may also be Interecsted in
knowing that we have seen a few cases in which the ine
dividual waa highly sensifive to any gasoline with whioh
we chose to test him,

: I trust this will give you some
of the iInformation you require, end 4f I can be of any
furthar asslistance to you, I shall be glad to do so,.

Very truly yours,

—

RAK : 48 Robert A. Kenoe, MeD.



