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Attack on TML in Italy May 2, 1961

This afternoon, Jack Butler, Director of Public Relat ions for  
Mobil International, called to say there is a good p ossibility of a new  
attack by SRI against the product TML.

According to a report from a good source, there is a  reasonably  
sound rumor that SHI has appropriated 500,000 lire '(4000,-000)  for a  new  
press attack which will re-emphasise the hazard that TML is to public  
health.

The Minister of Health for the Italian Government wi ll appear  
before the Italian Parliament this week. He is confi dent that his decision  
(approving the use of TML, on March 28th) was a pro per one. He foresees  
no problem in stamping out criticism which may arise  from his appearance  
before the Parliament, at least from the two Commun ist members.

In response to my question concerning further actio n by Mobil  
International, Jack Butler stated that Mobil will me rely continue to sit  
tight. Mobil Special sales (containing TML) have he ld up very well, despite  
the furor. As a  matter of fact, there have been sub stantial increases in  
premium sales since the introduction early in March .

Mr. Butler asked if we had as yet received a report from Dr. Kehoe.  
I had to say that I had not seen any such report. To  the best of his  
knowledge, no one in Mobil International has yet re ceived one, and he  
wondered if it might not be advantageous for us to at least make one avail­
able to Mr. Curtis Xlaerner, Vice President for the European Region, and  
responsible for Italy. Mr. Butler thought the Publi c Relations group might  
profit from a copy, or possibly have access to the co py given to some Mobil  
executive.

Mr. Butler felt that Dr. Kehoe should be alerted to these new  
developments, but that no additional action on our part was necessary for  
the present.
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