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X nAY p; 1I.RTMCNT ALLEN Laf:Kfen, M. O.
C D. SMITH. M. D.
DANIEL L. DOHERTY. JR.. M. O.

Lewis-Gale hospital
ROANOKE 11. VIRGINIA

February 2~[, 1552

Dr. W. R. Whitman

Chief Surgeon

Norfolk & Western Railway
Roanoke, Virginia

Dear Dr. whitman:
Re: Ancel Wheeler

You referred to me for further study two groups of
FILMS OF THE ABOVE INDIVIDUAL. THE FIRST GROUP, DATED
April Id, 195'1* and made by Drs. Mahrer, Krause Lubert of
Cleveland, consist of stereoscopic PA and a lateral Tfilm.
The second group is dated September 23, 155"1# and made at the

Good Samaritan Hospital in Cincinnati. These consist of
stereoscopic PA and lateral and grid films of the chest. I n
COMPARING THE TWO GROUPS OF FILMS, | FEEL CERTAIN THAT NO

MISTAKE IN THEIR IDENTITY COULD HAVE BEEN MADE AS THEY ARE SIMILAR
IN ALL RESPECTS.

ALL OF THEM SHOW A MODERATE DEGREE OF PLEURAL REACTION
OVER THE LOWER LOBE OF THE RIGHT LUNG WHICH EXTENDS |INTO THE
COSTOPHRENIC SULCUS, AND ON THE LATERAL FILMS, THERE IS SEEN
SLIGHT THICKENING OF THE INTERLOBAR FISSURES ON THE RIGHT. THERE
IS A MILD "GROUND-GLASS!: APPEARANCE OVER THE LOWER RIGHT LUNG
FIELD, AND | BELIEVE SOME INTERSTITIAL FIBROSIS IN BOTH LOWER LUNG
FIELDS, MORE PRONOUNCED ON THE RIGHT. THESE CHANGES ARE COMPATIBLE
WITH ASBESTOSIS WHICH, IN VIEW OF THE PLEURAL REACTION, WOULD FALL
INTO THE CLASSIFICATION OF MODERATELY ADVANCED. THE EXTREME OBESITY
OF THIS INDIVIDUAL MAKES |IT IMPOSSIBLE TO OBTAIN FILMS OF THE BEST
TECHNICAL QUALITY, AND THIS FACTOR MAKES THE FILMS MORE DIFFICULT
TO INTERPRET.

ON ALL OF THE FILMS, THE HEART SHADOW IS QUITE LARGE
BUT HAS NOT CHANGED |IN SIZE OR CONFIGURATION BETWEEN APRIL AND
September, 1951- “ his apparent it;crease in the size of the cardiac
SILHOUETTE IS PROBABLY DUE TO THE PATIENT'S OBESITY RATHER THAN
ACTUAL CARDIAC HYPERTROPHY.

Dr. J. Rush Shull of Charlotte, i.'orth Carol ina, has a wide
EXPERIENCE IN THE DIAGNOSIS OF ASBESTOSIS AtJD IT WwWOULD BE VALUABLE
TO HAVE HIS OPINION OF THESE FILMS.

KINDEST regards.

Sincerely,

ALLE NoAffRtIR, i.D 7



