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gf PCB memo

nausea
smelling these | chemicals
immediately after the spill.
These are "temporary
symptoms that should dis-
appear in a day or two.
They do not cause perma-
nent iil effects.

Is it dangerous to walk
where PCBs have been
spilied? While there islike-
ty no danger from occasion-

hrough th

They do not tend to break
down very easily over
time. Unfortunately, they
have found their way into
the environment dmn
theough the years 5o that
fish, wildlife, domestic ani-
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peried of time, as in people
werking In factories using
Pcubmhcmot elec-
mmmmmlno-
sides PCBe ia the oily sub-
stance spilled on the road-
way might cause minor
temperary irritations to
eyes and (aroat, and might

i

ally walking throug
oily spill areas (either
barefoot or in shoes), be-
cause of the small exposure
that would occur, we be-
lieve it is wise to avoid
these areas unless it is ad-
solutely necessary.

1f you walk through one
of these areas and note an
oily substance on your feet
or shoes, it should be
washed off with soap and
water. C i d cloth-

Services Is conducting »
small study of PCB levels
in selected individuals who
have had the heaviest expo-
sure to these spills, )
Are wells, vegeiable gar-
dens, livestock amd pets
likely to be contaminated
with PCBs? PCBs, like
other oils, are only slightly
soluble in water. Also, they
are tightly bound to soil
particles where they are
deposited and thus do not
move great distances inthe
soil quickly. .
It is extremely uniikely .
that residues from these
spills will find their way
into wells. However, we
arechecking well water for
PCBs where wells are lo-
cated within just a few feet
of the spills. So far results

on this testing have been

ing should not be worn until
thoroughly washed. R

To assure people that the
risk of exposure is negligi-
bie, the Division of Heaith

gative. .

Livestock should not be
allowed to graze on the spiil
aress. Some of the grass
growing by the roadways is
contaminated with PCHs.

Pets should alse behept out
of these areas.

PCBs from these spiits
would be unilkely (o eon-

of the spill before

areas, and do not eat vege-
tables from contaminated

areas,

Remember:
{1)There isno immediate
danger to anyone’s health.

EPA team furns up
firs? solid PCB clue

Environmental
. Protection Agency (EPA) pow have an im~

portant clus which may lead them to who-
ever dunped thousands of gallons of poly-
chlorinated biphenyls along roads in North
Carolina. ) .
That's the word from Paul J. Traine,
EPA’s director of enforcement for its

ited along the road to circumvent a new

federal law.

The pelychlorinated bipheny! is Aroclor, |
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EPA oificials had suspected Monsanto's .
product was e one dumped along the
roads. But Traina’s remaris today repre-
sent confirmation of the first solid lead in

“These chemicals all have

Traina sald that Mmgmm
nature of toxic chemicals deposited in the

the case.
“The key Is identifying the chemical,” .
‘lhluuld..

Loustville, Ky., municipal sewage syotem
gave the EPA its
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