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I appreciale the opporbunity to discuss for the Subeommittee the
. § concern of the Envircmmental Protection Apency over the recent
developments which suggest that environrnental conlaminalion by
¥ - . - &
D i A3 . .
: Folychiarinated Biphenyis {(PCBs} is a more serious problem than
I/ /
(3 =) previously believed.,  For a number ¢f yéars T have been direclly
M)
g invelved in 2 broad range of Governmentsl efforts {e reduce
J = * .
% § environmental levels of PCBs., In 1972'1 thought that 2 real break-
3 ; through had been made as 2 result of efforts by Government and by
) 2 F U Y 1 ze of PCE Yodl s mablant Sy
z ¢ indusiry fo curiail the use of FCEs, both domestically and inter-
nailonally. Havﬂ‘e\rer, 1 zm now convinesd that while wer nay ,ha‘f'f L
T ' ' K?eﬁ&'.‘:.?}éz el ki 3'“—5
~) £lowed the ta‘:.e- of growth of the problem, in the abgence of fasw—
k{%—&li*.b‘;e—saﬁ mg mﬁ—»&es af-S:%%

g-which-autherized additional

Goveronmental ac taon, the PCB problem will not be adegualely rescived.

) Iam submitting for the record the detailed answers to {he Sub-
cormmittee's reguest of October 1, 1675, for information on current
manufacturers, importers, and vsers of PCBs. Tbis informajion is
ey 7 t J;-_'fh
based ODFZ\‘»::‘:;}C)RS 5 recewm to date 1o reucm ...aPn rﬁ,ue s l‘e_c,—y-v.&m'*‘-r:
4, 0¥ , | _
pee ction }24% of the Clean Air Act ard gection 308 of the —

pursuant to
Federal Water Pollution Control Act. Aleo, T zm submitling for the

record a recent detailed statement by Mr. g_ Serdy Schvweitzer firectar
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PCBs, znd fb,é currsntfporead o EPA actwmcs Gireatzd o s=ducing

. In iy prepared “Ld ryent I plan to highlight very bricfly,
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ie'sfeis, While we 3till have much tcr ]t:._IP £bout
effects, their bioaceunulstion potential, and thelr persistence and fate
. . - .
in the envireoment, there seems to be liltle doubl thal i the past we
haye underestimaied raths er than everestimated tlftfs.; hezards assoclated .
_ with PCBa. At the same time, pru;z‘esg_ is being made in devaloping
i-'@%{* 7} ful.ﬁ&:zci:}ry subzbitutes for P’;Ecjwzm.h bave been particularly ‘;rﬁ_-;:of‘iaﬁlt.
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:“ﬁ { materials in electirical syatema. _ | -
F},gcent:reparté from the Great Lizkes area, the Hudson River
the céuntry underscore the urgency of the
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CBs reach man and the pn"}rOrzment throg gu many routes: zs
air emissions, and solid waslte from mamifacturing
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water effluents, isai
SRR RO ’aq_'ti_.‘:i;ieg;- t‘n?quh. leakages from. pr _}:}Ar‘-tg cgnwmmg p }3,,\ during
t}ze‘-r <:»péz‘a‘;nn, trangpori, ‘3nr% aigposzl; and from confzaming tmn of /
[
raw materizles and products ¢exmosed o PCB.,. Thus, it hxs beesn (
recognized for a number of years t the nly ef’fgci{ive w‘g_\,-' to limit \
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’ .. FOB conlaminztion is through regoletidn of the mannfachire, use, and
[ N )
diepoesl of the chemical rathie r {han e..h*n'\bm sirpply {o-furn off those
individunl routes of environmental discharges, one by one, which can
) be a2dressed under existng laws.  This approach was sirongly recorm-
nended in the 1972 Interdepartmental Task Foree on PCBa, is embodied
l 2 '- . . } 3 i x . .
’ dn the 1873 Decision of the Qrganizaiion for Becnomic Cooperaiion and
- Development, and is currenily being ;nmed in Japan., Of course, in ihe
) } fa L¢4~L~a . .
- sbeence of the authority ¢ r::«eai,:ﬁ, manufaciore, vae, or disposul, we
will conilnue {o address PC 'és under exdstiing authorities, and particalar;
the Federal Watler Pollution Canirol Acl, recogp zing the & «:re:.;t limi-
i izliong in afiempling to impact meaningfully on (h‘:‘ grob;uz: through such

i cnzcled, EPA is in ithe process
P ion which would b
M - }“-‘ eird Y// { 7 i
. ilUI'} 6 of t—"k"‘ ) (Jl—i—i:*.
- A
e specific meagures as
?  soon as the legislation'is enacied,” These measures would take into
account not only the available information on toxeily and ¢xposure levels
' {1 N - but a]pc» the impact of re ﬂvdoryl Ps on busmrs-" cmployment, and
. o ) -
- . the econemy, {"* key concers in ihis regard is ti‘l" av aﬁ:—:mlity of weceptal
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Thig Ff.)—]fcrpnce will be held In Chicugo from November 12 {o 21 1874,
and will cover the entire specirum ot concerns ci c<’ o PCBs. Ve
. ' o
intend to bLiring together ﬁ,g leadis ,g experts frbotav GO CONEeTHoG—
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latives of Federal and stale s gencies, Industry, envirconmiental gmu* s,

universilies, and oiher inferested org;m“'“Lcns wil not only be
invited 1o &tﬁ,ﬂd but will be provided a platform {o express their views

on practical sfeps that are needed in ub? near-term e well 23 the
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D: In conclusion, inmy view PCBs offer an eVuPllent e*d:c?ze of
: : uvw-&ﬂ'*-i Fy f.L
: ! the necd for the type of regulatory authority, IR -ontained in Section 6
= s of the preposed Toxic vaatam.c,s Control Act Despite e[fmus by EP4s
i 2nd other agencies Lo use existing dutﬁﬁ'!‘iueS to control PCRe, despite
E § - ) @’JI—L‘)"
ot voluntary restsmaint on the part of *hﬁ t:.c-}ue. U 8. manu fucturers of PCBs
wrestrictfifa& sales to customers Who have statedj; their intention to limit
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the uses of PChs, Ad spitn a'fommsvi ntcr—mtu’n 5! agresment ermmbodying
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