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Preface 

This brief description of the American 

Chemical Society has been prepared for the 

information of new members and others who 

are interested It describes the organization 
its publications and the privileges and serv- 

ices available to members 
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The American Chemical Society 
In April 1876 thirty chemists met in New York City to 

form an American chemical society The first published list of 

members included 133 names The initial national meeting at New- 

port R. I. on August 6 and 7 1890 had 43 chemists in attendance 

From these beginnings the American Chemical Society today has 

become the world’s largest body devoted to a single science Its 

membership numbers more than 44,000 and registration at its Sep- 
tember 1944 meeting was 9,701 Originally the Society was incor- 

porated in New York State By Act No. 356 75th Congress 1st 

Session it was given a national charter with the approval and aid 

of five of the U. Government Departments 

Some of the history of the Society is given in a Supplement 
to the Journal of the American Chemical Society Vol 23 168 

pages 1901 and Vol 48 No. A 254 pages 1926 published 

respectively on the twenty and fiftieth anniversaries of the 

Society’s organization 

The National Charter of the American Chemical Society and 

its Constitution read as follows * 

The objects of the American Chemical Society shall be 

) to encourage in the broadest and most liberal manner the advancement , 
. of chemistry in all its branches 

_ 2 the promotion of research in chemical science and industry ; 

through high standards of professional ethics education and attain- 

Inents 

4 the increase and diffusion of chemical knowledge and 

5 by its mectinga professional contacts reposts papers discussions and 

publications to promote scientific interests and inquiry 

Thereby 
1 lastering public welfare and education 

2 aiding the development of our country’s industries and 

3 adding to the material prosperity and happiness of our people 

Sameeatesnamenell 

* 

Wording is exact tabular astangement and numbering not in originel 
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3 the improvement of the qualifications and usefulness , of cherpists 
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GOVERNMENT 

The officers of the Society for 1946 are as follows 
2 

President Bradley Dewey 

President W. Albert Noyes Jr. 

Chairman of the Board 
, 

of Directors Roger Adams 

Secretary Alden H. Emery 

Treasurer Robert T. Baldwin 

Each local section of the Society is asked annually to propose a 

person for President On or about November , the Secretary 

sends to each member a list of these names and a ballot on 
which to record 

his choice for that office The four persons receiving the greatest number 
of votes are the nominees These names are sent to all Councilors who 

select therefrom the President He serves in that post for 
one year 

and then succeeds to the Presidency The President functions as 

Vice President and is a member of the Board of Directors Council 
and 

Council Policy Committee By the time he becomes President he has 

an intimate knowledge of the Society program problems 
and methods 

of operation 
The Chairman of the Board of Directors is elected annually by the 

Directors from the Board membership The Secretary and Treasurer 

are elected annually by the Directors 

The Board of Directors is the legal representative of Society 
It consists of fifteen members officiis six selected from geo 

graphical regions and four elected at large and chosen 
for their business 

experience and ability The officio members are the President Presi- 
Elect the most recent Past President the Secretary 

and the Treas- 

´§ ever Incumbents of these posts are named above except 
for the imme- 

diate Past President C. S. Marvel 

For the purpose of equitable representation of various parts 
of the 

country on the Board six geographic districts are outlined 
in Bylaw 12 

Two Regional Directors are elected annually for a term 
of three years 

each On or before October 1 each local section in cach geographic 
district from which a Regional Director is to be selected is asked to nom- 

inate a candidate for the post From the names so submitted the Coun- 

4: cilors elect the Regional Directors Incumbents are Roger Adams 1944- 

46 C. A. Kraus and R. Weidlein 1945-47 and S. C. Lind 
and 

Charles L. Parsons 1946-48 
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_._, preceding There 441. local section councilors as of January 1 1946 

With the selection of Doctor Noyes as President which makes 9 mit 

him officio a Director his position as representative of District 2 on 
the Board is vacant This will be filled by vote of the Council 

at its 

meeting on April 6-8 
One Director is chosen annually by the Councilors for a 

four year term Nominations are made in two ways The Council Policy 
Committee annually appoints a committee of six persons which is charged 
with the responsibility of nominating two members for Director , 

In addition any twenty members 
in good standing can nominate a 

candidate by petition Incumbents are Walter A. Schmidt 1943-46 
E. H. Volwiler 1944-47 Willard H. Dow 1945-48 and Charles A. 
Thomas 1946-49 

No Director may be reclected more than twice until a period of two 

years has elapsed after his last term 

The Council of the Society is an advisory body in matters pertain 
ing to the general management or policy of the organization In addi- 

tion by mail ballor is elects the President from persons nominated 

by the members Regional Directors from those nominated local sec- 

tions Directors from members nominated by commitee or 

peution and Councilors from individuals nominated by the 
members At its meetings it elects editors and editorial boards for 

Society publications It charters local sections and selects sites for 

national meetings The membership of the Council can be divided into 
three groups Local Section Representatives and Councilors- 
Large A complete list is published in CHEMICAL AND ENGINEERING 
News three times a year usually February 10 May 10 and October 10 

officio members are the President President all Past Presi 
dents 13 not otherwise included the Secretary the Treasurer Direc- 
tors 11 not otherwise included the Editor of JACS the Editor of CA 
the Editor of EC and the chairmen of all divisions 18 49 in all 

Each local section annually elects one Councilor for each 100 mem- mem- 
bers or fraction thereof in good standing as of December 1 of the year 

Each local section of the Society 
is 

is asked annually to suggest as 
many as four members qualified to serve as Councilors Large On or 
about November 1 the Secretary sends to each member a list of the 

names proposed by two or more sections and a ballot on which to record 
his choice of four individuals The eight persons receiving the greatest 
number of votes are the nominees These names are sent to all Coun- 

cilors who elect therefrom four members to serve as Councilors for three years No person may be reelected to a third consecutive term 

Ideas for expansion of Society activities clear through various com- 
mittees to the Council The Committee on New Activities the Com- 

6 



mittee on New Publications and the Committee on Professional and 
Economic Status all appointed by the President function in this manner 

Other groups are responsible for the prosecution of some part of the 

Society’s program Thus the Committee on the Professional Training of 

Chemists examines departments of chemistry and accredits those which 

are considered qualified to offer adequate professional training The Mem- 

bership Committee considers all applications and admits to membership 

those who meet the requirements of Bylaw 19. The Committee on 

Nomenclature Spelling and Pronunciation makes recommendations 

within the field of its assignment One committee is responsible for 

obtaining nominations for the ACS Award in Pure Chemistry sponsored 
by Alpha Chi Sigma and another for selecting the recipient A similar 

pair of committees exists for each award 

Other committees deal with technical problems Typical are the 

Committees on Analytical Reagents Hazardous Chemicals and Ex- 

4} 

plosives and Soap and Soap Products 
A complete list of committees and committee personnel is published 

three times a year in CHEMICAL AND ENGINEERING NEWS Usually the 

issues of February 10 May 10 and October 10 

General administration of Society activities centers in the ACS 

building at 1155 Sixteenth Street N.W Washington 6 D. The staff 

is headed by the Secretary and Business Manager He is aided by gen- 
eral assistants and by junior executives in charge of specific activities The 

latter includes change of address dues and member subscriptions employ- 
ment new members member subscriptions occupational files records 

sale of back numbers and speakers tours All business connected with 

the publications is handled at this office including subscriptions claims 

for missing numbers change of address etc. The editors have full 

responsibility for editorial content All manuscripts and correspondence 
on such subjects must be sent directly to the appropriate editor 

Note Amendments to the Constitution which would alter the foregoing il passed will 

The considered by the Council on April 6-8 1946. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

The various classes of membership in the American Chemical So 

ciety and requirements for each are as follows . 

Member An adˆ'quate collegiate training in chemistry or 

chemical engineering or its equivalent and five years of graduate 

training or experience in some form of chemical work Only two 

years of postgraduate study or experience are required from those 
who have studied in a department of chemistry or chemical engi- 

neering accredited by the ACS and who have been certified by the 
head of the department as having completed the course recommended 

by the Society 

Junior Member - Adequate basic training but insufficient gradu- 
t 

ate study and experience for member senior grade or inadequate } 

training but engaged in chemical work 

Life â��Payment â��Payment â��Payment at one time of five hundred dollars 

by a member not in arrears as commutation for dues : 

Emeritus Members retired Members for thirty continuous years 
or over who are retired from active business teaching or profes- 
sional activity or who are over seventy years of age 

Honorary Achievements - Achievements warranting special recogni- 
tion as an authority in theoretical or applied chemistry 

Corporation Member in the objects of the Society ett 
-) . at 2 
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Privileges of all classes of members are identical except that corpo- 
ration members and junior members may not hold office 

Applicants for membership senior grade and junior grade must be | 

noniinated by two members of the Society Election of members senior 

and junior grade and of corporation membera is by a Membership Com- 

mittee appointed by the President Life membership is obtained by any 
individual member through a financial transaction Emericus status is 

granted on certification by the Secretary Candidates for honorary mem- j- 

bership are nominated by ten members This nomination must be en- 
dorsed in writing by majority of the Council Election is by the mem- 
bers at a general meeting of the Society 
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The cost of membership is shown in the following table 

Clast 

Member 

Junior Member 

Life Member 

Emeritus Member 

Honorary Member 

Corporation Member 

dangal Dues 

7.50 

7.50 
** 

None 

Nove 

None 

25.00 

Publications Sent 

I¯�ichunt Extra Charte * 

CHEMICAL AND ENGINEERING 

News 

CHEMICAL AND ENGINEERING 

News 

CHEMICAL ABSTRACTS CHEM- 

ICAL AND ENGINEERING NEWS 

INDUSTRIAL ANd EngineerinG 

CHEMISTRY JOURNAL OF THE 

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 

CHEMICAL AND ENGINEERING 

News 

CHEMICAL ABSTRACTS CHEN- 

ICAL AND ENGINEERING NEWS 

INDUSTRIAL AND ENGINEERING 

CHEMISTRY JOURNAL OF THE 

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 

Chemical ABSTRACTS CHEM- 

ICAL AND ENGINEERING NEWS 
INDUSTRIAL AND ENGINEERING 

CHEMISTRY JOURNAL OF THE 

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 

The members of the Society hold the following types of positions 
Per cent 

Manufacturers 
. 

Approximate 

; 
, Companies and executives - tt A, 
Works executives . 

; 

4,4 

Foremes apˆ” supervisors 
~ 

3.4 

Engineers 1 

Kesearch discutors chief chemists cte 8.8 

Research and control chemists 280 

Salus and adverking 14 

All orlstes 3 

Consultants and employees of utilities and government 1.3.3 

Teachers of whom 23.1 consule 115 

Students 1.9 

In military service 5.2 

Others 
, 

3.2 
SEP For For For 
* For information concerning carbscription rates see pages 24-31 

> 

** 

Discount of 33-1 per vent to any regularly matriculated student graduate or 

ondergraduate who subscriber to Chemical Abstracts Industrial and Engineering Chem- 

jury on fournal of American Chemical Society 
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The growth in Society membership is shown in the following chart , 
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SERVICES TO THE PROFESSION 

In the pages which follow some of the services which the ACS 
renders to each member are described Major attention has been given 
i to those parts of the program which demand that the member take the 

initiative if he is to benefit No attempt has been made to discuss group H 

activities dealing with intangibles such as advising on legislation affecting 

been jof 
Py jof 
jof all parts of the ACS program 

Naturally general services of this kind 

members but the former have the mental satisfaction that comes 

. from a realization that they have a part in the accomplishments 

Science increasing the prestige of the chemist and chemical engineer in 
H the eyes of the public improving educational standards and far from the 
B 

feast obtaining the kind of recognition for the profession which is ex- 
E 

pressed in better working conditions and larger salary checks These will 
be pursued diligently without the active participation of the individual 

put we hope with his support A description of the News Service has 
been included because its activities contribute so greatly to the success 

benefit both members and 

Every member who reads an ACS journal knows something about 
i the publication program of the Society Every member who obtains a 

" 

position through the Employment Clearing House realizes its immediate 

Cane 

oe 
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A 

an 
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sree 

and tangible value But those employees whose salaries were raised be 
cause of the studies and reports of the Society probably did not know 
that some of the credit belonged to the ACS In general individuals have â�� 

no way in which to evaluate results from activities which beneft the 

profession as a whole Yet work of this kind consizes an important 
part of the Society program 

and its benefits often can be more reaching 

than some tangible service 
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LOCAL SECTIONS 

Local sections of the Society may be established by the Council on 

receipt of a written request signed by twenty members of the Society in 

& 

Ray 

good standing residing within the territory within which the Section is Ke 

dˆ'sired As of January 1 1946 
the following sections were active with 

headquarters at the cities named 
Exab â�� Af 1 Lo 

State Headquarters Name lished bers 

Alabama Birmingham Alsbana 1913 178 | 
Wilson Dam Wilson Dam 1937 85 Mc 

California - Los Angeles Southern Californis 1911 Æ��Æ��Æ��Æ�‰Æ�� M 

Sacramento Sacramento 1922 Æ��Æ��Æ��Æ�‰Æ�� 

San Diego San Diego 1941 Æ�� 

San Francisco California 1901 â�¡ 
M 

Colorado Denver Colorado 1920 Æ�¢Æ�� 

Connecticut Hurtford Connecticut Valley 1911 Æ�' IM 

New Haven New Haven 1912 Æ�� 

Stamford Western Connecticut 1936 Æ��Æ�‚ 

Delaware Wilmington Delaware 1917 1,034 

District of Columbia Washington Washington 189 1210 

Florida Gainesville Flocida 1924 227 

Georgia Atlama Georgia 1904 194 I 

Pass of Georgia in Chattanooga Section s Tennessee 

Idaho Part of Idaho in Washington Border Section see Washington 

T¯�mois Chicago Chicago 1895 2.627 

Joliet Joliez 1945 67 

Peoria Peoria 1939 157 

Urbana University of Illinois 1906 242 
. 

Part of Illinois in Illinois St. Louis and Wabash Valley Sectiona 
see lowa Missouri and Indiana 

, woe af. 

Indiana Indianapolis 
â�� 

Indiana 1906 437 
| 

Lafayette Purdue 1922 143 fy 

South Bend St. Joseph Valley 1932 12 

Ferie Frause labas kar 19W 103 

Part of Indiana in Chicago and Louisville Sections see Blinois and 

Kentucky 

Iowa Ames Ames 1915 120 

Davenport Illinois 1923 50 

Iowa City Jowz 1905 89 

Part of Iowa in Omaka and Slous Valley Sections me Nebraska and 

South Dakota 

12 
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