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Debating Heg, h vs. Jobs

HhL',

Plastics Industry Mobilizes to Thwart
Tough Rules on Handling Vinyl Chloride

By WALTER MOSSBERG

Sta® Reportcr of TRE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON — As the federal govern-
ment moves closer to adopting stringent
controls over handiing of the ubiguitous in-
dustrial chemical vinyl chloride, manufac-
turers who use it are mobilizing to try to
show that the controls would prove economi-
cally disastrous.

The rules would be utterly unworkable,
the companies say. and industry would lose
an essential manufacturing material, In
conseguence, they add, makers of plastic
pipe, auto parts, phonograph records and
many more products would be driven to the
walil. And, they contend, thousands of jobs
would vanish.

This gloomy picture is likely to dominate
Labor Department hearings, beginning
today, on planned standards for eliminating
the exposure of plastics-industry workers to
the chemical, which is suspected of causing
cancer,

Exposure to vinyl chloride, a gas, has
been linked by researchers to 19 cases of a
rare liver cancer, angiosarcoma, among
workers handling it in the U.S. and other
countries: in 16 of these cases, death re-
sulted. In addition, angiosarcoma has re-
cently been blamed for the death of two
employes in U.S. plants handling polyvinyl
chloride, the powdered derivative of vinyl
chloride gas that is fabricated into a wide
range of plastic products. (Two other deaths
from angiosarcoma have -been discovered
among people living in the vicinity of plants
using polyviny! chloride.)

In April, the Labor Department's occupa-
tional safety and health admnistration im-
posed a temporary emergency standard
limiting workers’ exposure to vinyl chloride
gas to 50 parts per million in the air they
breathe, a sharp reduction from the pre-
vious limit of 500 parts. Now, the agency is
proposing — and witnesses at this week's
. hearings will debate—a standard cutting ex-
posure permanently to ‘‘no deteciable’ level
at all.

Although -the plastics industry opposed
the emergency ruling, its voice has so far
been weaker than that of orgamzed labor
and various scientific groups, which back
the tough rules.

Doom for the Industry?

At this week's hearings, however, the in.
dustry is expected to argue strongly that the
“no-detectable’” exposure plan would spell
doom for the several dozen plants that make
vinyl chloride gas or turn it into polyvinyl
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The standard would require that most
operations in the production of vinyl chlor-
ide and polyvinyl chloride, which emplays
an estimated 6,500 workers, be conducted in
closed.off, regulated areas where exposure
¢an be controlled by ventilation devices or
other methods. In addition, sume operations
of plants turning polyvinyl chloride into
products, which are said to employ up to
700,600 workers, would be subjected to simi-
lar stringent engineering rules if those oper-
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