December 7, 1946

Dr. Futherford 7. Johnstone,
1248 Roosevelt Building,

727 West Seventh Street,

Los Angelc:s 14, Cellf.

Dear lied:

I am sorry it wvas necessary for you to prod me with & second
letter. You are quite right in assuming that I have been out
of my office much of the time since your original letter came.
Thet I did not answver at once, hovever, was due to the fact
that your questions were not «¢8sy 10 snswer and required some
deliberation. However, I shall undertake to reply tc all of
your qQuestions as well as I cean.

First let me say that so far as my knovledge goes there 1is no
ceater of industrial medical teaching anywhere in the world.
Here and there are individual investigators, or individusl
--teachers of graduate students, but there is no school and there
is no formal teaching and there is no outstanding person anywhere
in this field. <There are people who have ldeas and plans, but
there are no wvorking plans. Perhaps the nearest approach to an
accomplished fact along thls line was to be found in Germany,
and yet even here there was no center in which men could get
adequate training. I think there is little question that the
most distinguished man in the field from the point of view of
research 1s Ferdinand Flury. As practitioners and teachers

one could refer to several, but to do so would be of no help

to you, since I am quite sure that the Section has no intention
of inviting & German to undertake this job. If they wvere,
hovever, Ferdinand Flury would be the msn. -

I do not: know anyone vho vould f111 the bill among the Italisns.
I am Quite sure there is no one among the French, while at the
present time the British are far behind us in these matters,
having only & fewv men who have any practicesl and et the same
time broad, knowledge of the fileld. Dr. Ronald lene, who is at
the University of Manchester and who has just returned from this
‘eountry, would probably be the best of their ie. .n this field.
‘I doubt if you could get him to come back. Donald Hunter, who
- 'ls & medicel men of some paris, is not up to this job and, in my
' ppilnion, should-not be considered. I know ncthing about the
ﬁrssians. and this statement, I believe, xill require no explana—
On. . ‘ .

There 13 another man’ in England wno has had & very considerable
experience in industirial medicine, and vho ig an 1ntel%i§e§§pgan
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prople in government employ. I should not feel that Merewether

would contribute very much to the kind of & program you want.

I know one or two other men of good quality but of limited
experience awong the British group, but I think Amor would

probably be the best of the lot from the point of view of breadth
of vision and experience. 4

So far as the American scene is concerned you know as well as I

the men who are doing things in industrial medicine. You also

know as wvell as I.that there 1s very little actual teaching going
on in the fleld. At least there is very little of the caliber

that is required to do the job, although there are plams in the
meking which will have to be tried out before they can be regarded
as fruitful. Of the people With & point of view, and vith & very
considerable degree of international recognltion, the most
outstanding is Dr. Allce Hemilton. As you know, she is not
critical in some matters, and she 1s not and never has been &
critical investigator, but she has a point of view vwhich has been
copsistently held through the years, and which has significeantly
‘influenced many people. You can name a number of others as well

as I, but she is the only one of the group genuinely interested :
in the subject vho has had a long and well known position. I have .
no doubt that what she would say vould be a credit to 81l of us |
' &nd would be vell vorth listening to.

I think at this p 1nt, 1 I understand your two letters (November
12 and November ) cofrectly, I am confusing the issues somewhat.
Alice Hamllton would probably better f£i1l the bill as the :

'distinguished eminent Amarican tQ resad & histarical paper. There
S WD W JWD0T DETSAI L OO JTNRD Sl 30 wlis well, Emo
that is Bob Legge. ;ecurnlng then to the other subject of the
American interest in education, I would suggest that you write to
Alan Gregg of the Rockefeller Foundation for his advice with
respect to the best American expression on the education of the
industrial physician. He knows medical education in the Unlted
Btates in terms of people and ideas as probably no one else does,
and he can give you good advice. . L Ve

I have heerd from the underground that one or two people have
»recommended Qtto Geler as the man to give. thefhistorical paper.
i0tto is & distingulshed man, who has done & veyy, good job .in his
‘{ own field. I have great respect for him, angd I should not want

you or anybody else to believe otherwise. On _the other hand, he
ils distinctly not the man for this job, since. it is quite certaln
.\that he will speek in terms of reminiscences rather than in history.
'It is necessary to glve thought to what is to be said, and if you

| know Otto as vell as I do, you know right now what he will say, and

you do not want that on this program. I am talking in stxrsaight

‘terms, since 1t 1is Jjust as Ilmportant that you do not get the wrong
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chap‘as it is that you should get the right one.

I am 8freid I have not helpad you very much, but I have done the
best I can.

~ Sincerely yours,

Robert A. Kenoe, M. D.
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