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A Division of Post Othice Box 15360 Phone (4G5) 672-4551
Visto Chemical Company

Certified No.: P 259 252 494
May 6, 1987

Norris Price, Director

Oklahoma Civil Defense Agency
P, O, Box 53365
Oklatioma City, Oklahoma 73152

Dear Sir:

As required undexr 40 CFR 300.94, I am providing this follow-up
written notification of an accidental release of vinyl chloride
which occurred on May 1, 1987 at the Vista Polymers Plant located
at 5200 S.E. 59th Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Vinyl
chloride is a CERCLA hazardous substance but is not on the list
of extremely hazardous substances in Appendix D of 4C CFR 300.

At approximately 11:00 am. on May 1, 1987 an estimated 3000
pounds of vinyl c¢hleride was released into the afir when an
overatox followinp improper procedures placed the reacter comput-~
er controls in the manusl mode during polymerization to vent "
inerts from the reactor to the vent recovery system but inadver~
tently opened the valve to the atmospheric vacuum jet Instead,.
The release was stopped by closing the valve as soon as the error
was diecovered. It 1s estimated that the duration of the release
was one minute. The material which was released was quickly
dissipated by etrong, gusting winds estimated at 15-25 mph.
There was no known or expected exposure to anyone as a result of
the release, and there are no known or enticipated acute or
chronic health Tisks associated with the releases., Consequently,
advice regarding medical attention was not necessary.

Following the release, immediate phone notification was given to
the following: 1) National Response Center, 2) Oklahoma Civil
Defense Agency (David Dill, Operations Officer), 3) Oklahoma City
Emergency Manager (J.J. Stewart). The release was also subse-

quently reported by phone conversation to Don Soule of the
City/County Health Department.

If you have any questions concerning this notification please
contact me at (405) 672-4551.

PR oS . -

STEPHEN H, CHRISTIANSEN
SENIOR PROCESS ENGINEER
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