
A u gu st  lip , 191+0

D r s. H owel l  and Rubin  were c a l l ed  on t he t eleph on e 
and the cases were d i scu ssed . I t  was l ear n ed  from  Dr. Rubin  
t h at  one w ork er , H r . So b o l esk i , had d i ed  d u r in g t h e n i gh t , and 
a number o f  o t h er  workmen were i l l .  A l l  had t o  a g r eat er  or  l e ss 
d egree the symptoms o f  l e ad i n t o x i c at i o n  b u t  none, w i t h  t h e 
excep t i on  o f  M r .M H M V w h o  was under t h e car e o f  h i s f am i l y  
p h y si c i an , D r . H owe^ ^ ^ was i n  a h o sp i t a l . M ost  of  t h e men were 
ver y  n er vou s, were un able to sl eep , had h eadach es and d i st u r b i n g  
dream s. Some had vom i t ed  and were n au seat ed . I t  was su ggest ed  t h at  
t h ey be con t act ed  and i f  p o ssi b l e any who showed t he sl i g h t e st  
symptoms be sen t  t o t h e h o sp i t al  f o r  o b ser vat i o n . W ith t he i d ea o f  
b ein g ab le t o  l o cat e t h ese men i f  i t  were n ecessar y  t o see them at  
home, Mr. W ise t ook  Mr. Dees by car  t o t h e v ar i o u s homes o f  t h ese men 
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  v i si t i n g  them l a t e r .  R el at i v e to t h e co n t act i n g o f  
t h ese men I  quote from  Mr. D ees’ r ep o r t .

"A .C. So b o l esk i , who had been i n  t h e South  B a l t im ore 
Gen eral  H o sp i t al , was r ep o r t ed  d eceased . Mr. was
r ep o r t ed  as h avin g been t aken  t o t h e T Jn i ver si l ^ ^ yo sp l ^ SK  I n  
at t em p t in g t o l ear n  t he names o f  o t h er  workmen, as t h er e had been 
’’ei gh t  su i t s o f  c l o t h i n g ” and on l y si x  men r ep o r t ed  at  t h at  t im e as 
h avin g been i n  t h e t an k , t he w r i t er  d rove Mr. W ise t o the homes o f  
t h r ee o t h er  workmen, John  Rieb san , Cu r t i s Harman, and A l f r ed  Poo le. 
Mr. Wise ob t ain ed  i n fo r m at i on  f o r  an acc i d en t  r ep o r t  on John  Rieb san , 
as he was r ep o r t ed  si c k . C u r t i s Harman sai d  t h at  he had had a 
r eac t i o n  bu t  was s t i l l  w ork ing at  t he DuPont p l an t . Mr. Poole was 
r ep o r t ed  by a member o f  h i s f am i l y  as w ork ing at  t h e f e r t i l i z e r  
p l an t  and f ee l i n g  a l l  r i g h t .

I t  was then l ear n ed  from  Mr. 'Wise t h at  H er ber t  Schm idt  
had been i n  t h e crew . H is ad d r ess was unknown and Mr. W ise prom ised 
t o  t r y  t o l o cat e h im . I t  was al so  l ear n ed  then t h at  Ch ar les Harman, 
who was t hen  w ork ing a t  the p l an t  as yar d  man, had been i n  the t ank - 
f o r  a few  m inut es Sat u r d ay m orn ing. A f t er  lun ch  i t  was l ear n ed  t h at  
Ch est er  Koc had been  i n  t h e t an k  on Sat u r d ay m orn ing, m aking a t o t a l  
o f  t w el ve men. H er b er t  Schm idt  r ep o r t ed  at  t he p l an t  ear l y  i n  t he 
af t er n o o n , ad v i si n g  t h at  he was s i c k .1'

I n  t h e meant ime t h e l o c a l  d o ct o r s were con t act ed  and i t  
was l ear n ed  t h at  an au t op sy would be per form ed at  el even  a.m . a t  
t he c i t y  morgue on Mr. So b o l esk i . Su i t ab l e co n t ai n er s were 
p rocu red  and t h e morgue was v i s i t e d  a t  el even  i n  o r d er  t o  view  
t he au t op sy and, i f  p o ssi b l e , ob t ai n  specim ens f o r  an a l y si s. Due 
t o a new law  i n  Bal t im or e t h i s was n ot  p er m i t t ed  so n ei t h er  t he 
at t en d i n g d oct o r s n or  m ysel f  were p er m i t t ed  t o  be p r esen t  a t  t he 
au t op sy. The m ed i cal  exam in er , how ever , sa i d  an a l y t i c a l  work 
would be done.
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W hile M essr s. Dees and W ise were l o cat i n g  t h e homes 
o f  t h e men I  i n v est i gat ed  t he d i sp o si t i o n  o f  t he slu d ge at  t he 
t er m i n al . I t  was found t o  have been d ep osi t ed  i n  t h r ee open p i t s ,  
one o f  which was l a r g er  and l o cat ed  b esi d e t h e clean ed  t an k . I t  
con t ain ed  t h e bu lk  o f  t h e h eavy slu d ge w h ich  was buck et ed  from  t h e 
t an k , w h i le t h e ot h er  t w o, some d i st an ce from  t h e't an k , con t ain ed  
w at er  and l i g h t e r  m at er i al  wh ich was pumped from  t he t an k . (An 
at t ach ed  ch ar t  w i l l  show t h e approxim at e d i st an c es.) W i th in  10- 15  
f e e t  from  t h e slu d ge p i t  n ear est  t he t an k  ( ap p r ox im at el y  10 f ee t  
from  the t an k )  t h er e was a d i st i n c t  odor o f  decomposed l ead , and 
t h i s odor al so  was obser ved  when on t op o f  t h e n earby d ik e 
(ap p r oxim at ely  15 f ee t  above t h e p i t ) .  Im m ediate ar ran gem en t s 
were made t o h ave t h e p i t s cover ed . The two men who were t o do t h i s 
work were t o  wear g l o v es, b o o t s, c l ean  c l o t h es, an d .can i st er  gas 
m asks, a l l  o f  which were p r ov i d ed . They were t o cover  t h e p i t  
n ear est  t he t an k  f i r s t  and t hen  p roceed  to cover  t he r em ain in g two 
p i t s and t u r n  over  t h e so i l  between t h e t an k  and the p i t  a f t e r  
f i r s t  cover i n g t h e slu d ge and con t am in at ed  so i l  w i t h  gen erous 
q u an t i t i es o f  l i m e. T h i s work was l e f t  t o t h e su p er v i si o n  o f  
M r. D ees, who had Mr. Cron in  p r esen t  du r in g t h e t ime r eq u i r ed  t o 
do t h e w ork , i t  bein g Fr i d ay  b efo r e work was r ep o r t ed  n ear i n g 
com p let ion . Sludge sam ples were ob t ain ed  and exp r essed  t o the 
K et t er i n g  L ab or at o r y  f o r  an al y si s (see at t ach ed  l e t t e r ) .

The t o t a l  number o f  men i n vo l ved  i n  t he t an k  cl ean in g 
op er at i on s were found t o  be t w elve -  some ad d i t i o n al  men h avin g 
been h i r ed  f o r  work on August  9 and 10 a f t e r  some o f  t he o r i g i n a l  
crew became i l l .  Two ot h er  men had been work ing about  the p l an t  
du r in g t he -week, bu t  from  h i st o r y  ob t ain ed  had not  b e e n ^ ^ A ^ ^ ^ ^ ^  
t an k  an d h af M r m ^ n l f l ean t  exp osu r e. T h ei r  names w er e^ ^ H | ^ ^ ^ ^ H v

(A t t ach ed  i s a l i s t  o f  t he men i n ^ ^ Rec^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^  
o b t a^ ^ H ^ u r o n ^ n ^ p ay r o l l  at  t h e p l an t  and fu r n i sh ed  by Mr. W ise.)

At  noon, a f t e r  t a l k i n g  w i t l w b ^ Jh w e l l ,  a v i s i t  was made
t o the U n i v er si t y  H o sp i t al  where M r. t H U I ^ H ^ ad  been  t ak en . _______
D r. M aur ice P i n co f f s was con t act ed  and t h e case d i scu ssed . Mr 
was i r r a t i o n a l  and i t  was i m p ossi b l e and i n ad v i sab l e t o at t em pt  
ob t ai n  any h i st o r y  from  him . Adequate t r eat m en t  had been i n st i t u t ed  
on h i s a r r i v a l  at  t h e h o sp i t a l  on the m orn in g-of t he l lq t h . The .
cases were d i scu ssed  w i t h  D r . W i l k er son , who was i n  ch arge o f  the 
rem ain in g men i n vo l ved , and i t  was l ear n ed  t h at  fo u r  men were 
adm i t t ed  t o  t h e Sout h  Bal t im or e H o sp i t al  f o r  o b ser vat i o n  on the 
af t er n oon  o f  t h e l lgbh. These men -were:

L at er  an ot h er  w ork er , < X o h n ^ m | | ^  was h o sp i t a l i z ed  at  t h e 
South  Bal t im or e Gen eral  H o sp i t al  f o r  o b ser vat i o n  on August  l 6 .
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D ur ing t h e af t er n oon  o f  t h e l i j .t h  M r. Ben n er , Ch i ef  
En gin eer  o f  t he East er n  D i v i si o n  o f  T id ew at er  A sso ci at ed , ar r i v ed  
from  hew Yor k , and l a t e r  t he en t i r e si t u a t i o n  was d i scu ssed  w i t h  
him .

D ur ing t he f o l l o w i n g  two days v i s i t s  were made d u r in g 
t he m orn in gs, af t er n oon s and n i gh t s t o  t he h o sp i t a l s t o obser ve t he 
p at i en t s and such h i st o r i e s were ob t ai n ed  as were p o ssi b l e w i t h ou t  
undu ly ex c i t i n g  them. A number o f  d i scu ssi o n s were h el d  w i t h  
M r. Benner and Mr. D ees. Sam ples o f  b lood  and u r i n e were ob t ai n ed  
from  each p at i en t  i n  t h e h o sp i t a l s f o r  Pb an a l y si s.

Mr. O scar Lew is ar r i v ed  from  New York  on August  15 , and 
he and Mr. Dees v i si t e d  t h e't er m i n al  and l a t e r  Mr. Lew is was seen  
at  the h o t e l . The p o ss i b i l i t y  of secu r i n g a sec t i o n 'o f  hose from  
t he a i r l i n e  mask t h at  was used  i n  t h e t an k  c l ean i n g o p er at i o n  was 
d i scu ssed  w i t h  Mr. Benner  and Mr. L ew is. The hose i s  t o  be i n sp ect ed  
and any p o r t i o n  t h at  h as poor  or  a broken  cover i n g i s t o  be ob t ai n ed . 
A l so , i f  p o ssi b l e t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between t he sect i o n s, t h at  
p o r t i o n  which was d ragged  t h rough t h e sl u d ge i s  t o  be ob t ai n ed .
(See at t ach ed  l e t t e r . )

D ur ing the af t er n o on  and even in g o f  August  15 t h r ee men 
from  the t er m i n al  who d i d  some work i n  c l ean i n g t he t an k  bu t  were 
not  h o sp i t a l i z ed  were exam ined. They w ere:

None showed any evid en ce o f  abnorm al l ead  ab so r p t i o n . Spot  u r i n e 
sam ples were ob t ain ed  from  each  f o r  Pb an a l y si s.

D r . John  M. M cDonald, D i r ect o r  o f  Bureau o f  O ccu pat ion al  
D i seases, Bal t im or e C i t y  H eal t h  D epar tm en t , c a l l ed  a t  t he h o t el  
w i t h  Mr. W ilmer H. Sch u l ze, D i r ect o r  o f  San i t ar :/  Sec t i o n , Bal t im or e 
C i t y  H eal t h  D epar tm en t , and d i scu ssed  t h e acci d en t  i n  i t s  gen er al  
asp ect s. They appeared  sa t i s f i e d  i t  was p u r el y  an acc i d en t .

L esl i e  J.  Sch r ad i n , M.D.
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