Once active, mesotheliom
spreads swiftly. This X-ray
photograph shows a lung covered
with cancerous growth.

the Manville plant), such as the com.
wny's research laboratory or its main-
uance shop, cancer accounted for 40
% cent of the workens' deaths, asbest.

for imately S per cent.
What was happening,” ] was told by
r. William . Ps‘i?holm an associate
' Selikofl's st Mount Sinal, “was that,
thout asbeitosis, these peop
nger, which gave them time to die
om cancer, ako caused by asbestos.”)
A second point made by Selikoff was

lived .

ut the monitoring technigues wsed to -

westain the fiber count set by the De-
wtment of Labor record onfy long -
*rs. although shorter fbers are equally
tpable nf csusing cencer. Moreover,
+ & cuhiccentiméter sample of air con-
lnlnﬁ the admistable count of five
ug Rlevy there may be ten to 100
mes o3 many short fbers. And it fs
wse uncounted ones that remain In
nukdnlo:fm {In a recent con-
weation 1 asked Dr. Selikoff what
wse figures meant in terms of the
ambers of fbers on asbestos worker
n be usked to breathe in the course
! an eight-hour work day, Each of us

fllion cuble

a imately one m
m:&% i:{ an hour, he ex-
lained. Thus, in eight hours men and
omen assi to sections of an asbes.
s phnt ¢ the five-fiber count ob-
dns respire some forty million fibers, If
w so-called short fibers are taken into
xount, the pumber of fibers respired
slly rises to around four billion.

Dr. Selikofl and other medical
s;'rd-en lttwedhh:altb hd‘;o:. at the
n rtment hearing, asbestos in-
otry Dq&nnen emphnfud economic
:Maf;tbm Henry B. Moreno, Johos-
snville's senlor operating vice-pret-
bnt, ssserted that lo nchlgve a Ne:;i-
es-count Jevel in all of its asbestos fac-
rries would cost shout $12 million in
ipital expenditures, plus some $S mil.
¢h in additional oreming expenses
rh yesr. This wouid mean, he said,
it the company would simply have to
bwe down the dustier tions in the
lanville plant and Are B0O. emplovees
-alf but killing off the economic lile
f the town. Nor, he a , wonld the
focts of a two-fiber standard stop
wre. Other ashestos companies would
. eforced to lay off workers; they wonld
8vo to begin £ asbestos materials
om abroad. "It is obvious,” sid Mo-
no, “that the overall eflect of lowering

*
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tile present (standard) to two fibers
effoct

cc. would bave a very substantial
on our nation's economy.”

In July Hodgson——rebuffing bath his
Advisory Committee on Asbestos Dust
und the Mot panel—agreed to allow
the e re standard to remain ot five
fibers for four more years; only fn 1976
would the standard be Jowered to the
safer-sounding count of two fibers.
Johns-Manville welcomed liodgson's
decition. “The new occupationa! health
standard for asbestos iImued today.”
declared a company notice to stock-
holders, which came out the same dav
as the Lubor Secrelary's decision, “will
have’ no tangible efiect on sules- and
eamingy of Johus-Manville Corpora-
tion.” The releasc went on to xay that
between now und the departinent's
1076’ dendline company offictals wouk!
have to study the “ecomomics and over-

all profitability™ of the Manville apera-
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Asbestos Fibor Countdown

The charl below shows percentagos of #s-
bestos-fiber-count sampics obtained ot
work stations representative of ali those n
full operation at the ime 81 Johns-Manvilie's
Manvilie, New Jersey. piant duting four years
for which such counis are availablo,
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tin before deciding whether it would
meet the reduved exposure standards or
close down much of the plant. (Apropos
of Johus-Munville's priorities, it might
be noted that, while the company ex-
presved qualms ubout spending more
money to make fts fuctories safer places
to work in, it recently xpent §25.9 mil-
Jiow to transfer its o te headquar.
ters from New Yurk E't_v to a pristine
setting twelve nfles outside Dénver.)
Dr. Selikoff took a different view
of Hodgson's four-more-years decision.
B:timatsng that some 100,000 men an
waomen w«ill enter ashestos-related In.
dustries before the Eber count s Jow-
ered {n 1976, he peedicted that 20,000
of them might be expetted to die of lung
cancer, 7,000 of mesothelioma, and an-
other 7,000 of other vancers and asbes-
tosl—u high rate of death from these
disewses that could, and should, have
M?mm b a paraduxical
to e a xical yeur
in Johns-Manville history. tn \Vuhyl:g-
tou, as we have sen, mie company
spokesman after the other had, pne.
dire Bnaniul resulis not just
for the industry but for the entire econ-
oray {f the fiber comint were lowered.
Back in Munvi%k. lw\ve\;r. company
engincers were hiringing the count wayv
down without crusing np‘dip in the divi-
deads, At the hearings Slu-klon Samuels,
director of health and environmental af-
fairs for the arL-c10's fudustrial union
wmem. had tald spokesmen for the
indwstry this could be done: the spokes-
men bad insisted it couldn’t Fiber-count
statistics provided by Sumuels {see box)
wre revealing in u nuinber of wavs. Not
only du they moke dramatically clear
how vastly lhe’gma)!,im ll:(o M-me.-
improved in 1972; they abo indivate
that controb were slack well into the
supposediy safe Sixties, .
WVith #] per cent of the plant now
operating within the stundard set for
19786, things are looking up at Manville,
Even such criticul observes ax Dr.
Bosow und Dr. Selikoff say thut they
we im by the changes made.
Stll, these tardy improvements are small
comdort 1o people Kke Smitty, who
“cwm't o anything.” Nor shall they
bewrht those Manville citizens who in
the next few vears will sulfer from hov-
htrwlwd ut or lived near the plant
wian cunditions were fur more hazard-
v than they are today. D
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