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ESSO STANDPARD OIL COMPANY
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. 8. BOX £31. BATON ROUGK 1.LA.

e Segtember 11, 2952 :
Consultants on Air Pollution

vice ¢ T AND

tr. H1l1l4am faden

Bsso Standard 011 Coacpany
15 test Slst Street

Tew York 19, Bew Yoark

Dear 1. Badens

You will recall that a quelitative survey of air poellution from the
Raton Rouge Refivery has recently been corpleted by Esso Bagineering Departe-
rent in collaboraticn with Stanfard Rescerch Institute. This stuldy indleated
that ve do not have &n atmospherle pollution problem. Nowever, the unsighte
1iness of o refinery burning pit and certain of owr flare stacks from the
standpoint of evaluticn of bleck amwke was expbasived to up ard we are propos-
ing projects for the 1353 budpet to minimire emoke fron these sources.

' Although the survey was favoreble, and corplaints directed at Esso
on the subjcet of atmospheric pollution have been few and have been of & minor
nature, in view of the provliems beirg encountered dy refineries in other citiea
and by some cf the other Esso refineries, wve delieve it izportant 1o contime
to swrvey o sitamtion and make sure that ve ave taking all reagonable steps
t0 prevent contamination of the atmosphere. To this end we are considering em-
Ploying outsids consullanis to study foreicn matter in ths atmogpbere in Baton

Rouge.

The heed of the Chenistyy Departwent at Louisiana S8tate University
has indicated that he and certain of his assoctates would be agreeable to carry-
ing out work, on & congultant basis, to determine the meiure and gmount of any
coutaxinants wvhich By be present in the atmogphere sround Baton Rouge. This
would be accomplished by sucpling the atoogphere on a routine dasis at & nunber
of predeterczined Jpots scatured throughout the city, and by obsarving regularly
the rate of detericoration of test strips of various materials exposed to the
weather at scaticred points, The work would be carried out 4n such a way that
we believe no particular attention would be called to the wark and no curiosity
would be arcused. We have received a definite yropoeal from the gentlermen in.
volved. The cost would be $8,800 the first year and $5,80C each succeeding yeer.
The additicnal cost for the first year provides for a truck equipped with &
mobile lodboratory.

It is quite poecidble that this study will not wcover any particular
pollution prodliens. The study w4ll not be elsbarate encugh to give enything ldke
a caplete picture an atmoepherie contomination at Baton Rouse, since gone pos-
aidle contaxinants may not be covered and round-the-clock conténuous sorpling
would not be carried out. However, the work will provide us with o knowledge of
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aethods of sampling and analysis that can sarve a3 & basis for nure caplete
stalies 12 thig proves desirable. The wrk will also w8 with soms sddie
tionol information wiich Wil efither fixrther assure ub that wo are not contami-
neting the atmogpbere o halp us in svolding contsxication. We vill obtain an
accumilation of data showing atnospberic camposition shich should de helpful 4n
case ve should evar encounter &lfficulties from air pollution charges. There ds
no guch routine analytical data avallahle to us now.

Ve have cousidered handling this gtudy by establishing fellowship funds
at the University, but believe handling the work on & private consulting basis
ot the start would be preferadls since it would allow us to maintsin contral of
the data chtained. Use of University pecple rather than out-of-gtaie consultants
should be asdvantsgeous in viev of & provedble more favoredls local reaction to the
testimony of thege pecple should the mtter later come to public attention in any
vay. An incidental adventage of this arranpement is thet $¢ will aid us in con-
tinuing £ood relations vith manhars of the Guiversity faculty, vhich 48 halpful
+0 us in owr technieal erploynmsat provwran,

Wo believe that we should authorize this work for an initial period of
one year and that ve may vish to extand it deyond that time dspending upon review
of the first year's results. If you have any comments they will be oppreciated.
e are also coatacting Esso Enginearing Department for their comments 1 view of
thelr past experience with air pollution wrk. ' .. _

Vary teuly yours,

H, J. VOOREIES

RKD:obhg
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