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|| Health Board Advi
| - .
|Against Asbestos Pi
| By DICK BATTLE yhas asked the Nashville Acad-'we can assure follow up
The Metropoli temy of Medicine, through its care . . .” The direcior sa:id
,i%h_.mmmmnﬂzd_mm Public Health Committee head-'he would probably discuss the
-|asbestos ent pipe not be usedied by Dr. Alvin Keller, to in- matter with Vanderbilt and
W‘m. vestigate the use of -asbestos!General Hospital officials.
te “unill_mare evidence can| pipe. , . Dr. Bistowish said a study of
: -—-CQDSS’-Mﬂ%V The boax:d in other aclions.influenza cases involving em-
health hazard {rom gsbestos fi-ithis morring voted to add'ployes at a local industrial
bers. mea;les' vaccination to the im-ipjant indicates a new strain of
Dr. Joseph Bistowish, director| munizations required “for ad-ifly virus, “A-2 Taiwan” was
of health, said the board ‘“‘has|mission to schools, nUl‘Sfil')‘it.he.-causc of much of the re-
instructed me to recommend to|#chools and day care centers.icent flu epidemic.
1Mr. Lawrence (director of wa.| Delays Clinic I He said clinical evidence
ﬁ’;t“x‘f ﬁwerage)smxpes Ro-l - The board delayed ovening ofimight develop another sirawn
e of “bes‘:ge"ﬁe atgi;xmtﬁ:&‘ public health ciwic in thelbut “we” know this new (A-2
ﬁ:til we con gsetpx?\ir: evisencee Edgehill Urban renewal proj-|Taiwan) strain has been preva-
We want more information about ect pending “‘discussion of sev-ilent here based on--the small
it before we can make a firm eral problems . . ., mcludmg|number of cases checked at
decision.” the le!el of indigency and howione industrial plant.”
Councilman James LaPenna o
has been urging that bidding be ‘
R " opened to allow purchase of .
asbestos-cement pipe.
Rejected Plea
Lawrence, who is responsible :
_for specifications on materials,
1as rejected LaPenna's sugges-|:
:ions on the basis cast iron pipe
is superior to the asbestos pipe
in tensile strength and suit-|(
ability for -use here.
. «
Seve
suggested _th ¢4
I:T::%g@. {uabswbé 803\
ro uge of asbestos pi
might n_,.c_c.u&mgﬁ‘}.
, :
. Bistowish said he also: ;
[ ]
L
e
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Asbestos P~ipe,

- Cancer Tie Hit

Dv JINM SQUIRES
Staf{ Correspondent
NEW YORK — There is no
evidence to supporl a recent
sTalement ¥y a Raghville doc-
tor thal usc of asbestos—ce-
men{ waler pipe might cause
cuncer, a noted cancer re-
scarcher said here yesicrday,
Dr. George Wright, chair-
man of The Inslitute (or Oc-
cupational snd Environmental
Health, said he did not think
siuch a reiationship “will eve
'b + €

WRIGHT. HEAD of the de-
pariment of medical rescarch
i internal medicine at St
Lukc's Hospital in Cleveland,
Ohio. said a letler from Dr.
Jamces Snell, an assistant pro-
fessor  al Vanderbilt Univer-
sity school of medicine, sug-
gesting such a relationship
‘“apparcntly arises out of an
incomplete  perspective’ of
the problem.

Wright spoke to ninc Metro
counciimen here to lour a
Johns-Manviile plant in New-
ark, N.J., a menufacturer of
asbestos-cement pipe.

Sneil sent a letter last
month to Metro waterworks
director Robert L. Lawrence
supporting Lawrence's deci-
ston to prohibit asbestor-ce-

HAREINS

THE NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN
Nashville, Tennessee
December 12, 1967 {(p.1)

ment mantfacturers hom bid-
ding on Mciro waterpipe pur-
chascs.

The counat commiliee on
purchasmg hads suggesled that
Lawrence  aHow  ashestos-ce-
ment manufaclurers (o bid be-
cause the pruduct 1s iess one
pensive than the casl ivon pipe
now being w.ed.

SNELL WROUTE that asbes-
tos is a known cause of can-
cer and can contaminate
drinking water. The physician
vaid he did nol beheve tins
fact had been brought to the
altention of the U.S. Pubhc
Health Sciviee.

Wrigh!  ar aduser tn the
U.S. Public Health Scrvice.
sand the asbestes.cement pipc
indusiry had long been aware
nl a hink hetween corlam
tvpes of asbestos fibers and
lung  cancer and with  Me-
satiiclioma. a rave mahgnant
tumuor found on the lnng cov-
cring and the gastrointestinal
tract.

He pomted  qul. bgwever.
that asbestosis {2 lung Lssue
discase} and hung cancer arc
caused only by, inhalatien of
Cortdin - ashestes fibers n
laige amounts and over loug
periods o bhue.

MESOTHELIOMA. he saud.
has never been hinked  posy
tively with swallowed
amoaunls of asbestos and 18
“esiremely rare”

“Evidence of research ndr
cates that virtnatly evervone
ys eaposed Lo ashestos tibers
he said “In fact. L would ap-
pear  reasonable (o assume
that there is na such thing
as not having been exposed.
M mere caposure is 8 Cause,
we would all have it

Wright cited widespread use
o{ asbestos fibers In insuls-
tion, electrical wiring and
slove ovens and loasters.

y

CTHERE IS_A gredt up-
swing o the e uf asbestos
fiber, bat Uic madence  of
cancer  has  acluglly  tablen
ol Wright said.

Wright said asbestos-cement
pipe. consisling ot 207 4.
bestos  Niber, has been an
watcr syslems in sonc 3 Cas
{or ax iong as W0 rcar~ In
many instances. he sard.
there 1s no cvidence of wedi
i theae pipes 1o release as-
heslos fiber

CAfter This many veats of
expericnee. i theae  fibers
were (0 be a yource of Mceso-
thehoma — a dramablic tumor
"1t would be known," Wright
stated.

STHIS WOULD wnel escape.
This 18 not a4 new potnt of -
terest o the industry,* he
added.

Wright said manufacturers
of asbestos  products were
among the firsl lo discover
e possihic biological etfects
and have spent “muillivns of
doilars™ in the field

The doctor sad he s pre.
paring a wrilicn answcer o
Snell's statement
“Uodon’t know Snehi oo b
backpround o iy arca’
Werght said. Ubut no aocior
15 knowicdgcable in aill arcas
1 have spent much of my Lie
in this ficld, and cven | am
nol '’

SNELL WHOTE Lawrcnce
Nov 4, statimg he would
cansider the nse of ashestos.
ccment pipe ‘'a medical hae-
ard of stgnificant degree’ on-
ul the U.S. Public Health Ser-
vice had checked it out com-
pletely.

Officials of the Johns-Man-
ville Co.. asked ahout this ves-
terday, said the Public Health
Service 1s among ils custo-
mers.

"“We have sold them thou-
ssnds of fect of pipe,” said
Jay Baker, product manager.
“1 feel certalp we will well
therr much mnre.”

TUE COUNCILMEN are
scheduled (0 tour the manu.
facturing piant and research
conter loday. Thc company
claims its producl will save
Mctro $300,000 & year on pipc
purchases,
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S Warning Sounded
i By DIéK BATTLE may create & “medical hazard;&
{ Health and medical autharities|of significant degree.” :
. |have warned Metro Director of| ‘“‘Asbestos has been fairly well r

Water and Sewerage Services
Robert L. Lawrence Jr. that
substitution of asbestos-cement

established in medical circles L
as causing a high incidence of
cancer” in the lungs or gastro-!
intestinal tract, one letter to

pipe for cast iron water mains

Lawrence stated. A copy of the
|letter was also sent to Council-| A
man James J. LaPenna, chair- b3
man of the council’s purchasing | .
committee who has urged broad-
ening water. pipe specifications
A . [0 include bidding. by asbestos-
et jcement pipe manufacturers.
! Warning - .
{ The warning expressed by Dr.
'James D. Snell Jr. assistani -
professor of medicine, Vander-
bilt University, and by Dr. J.
M. Bistowish, Metro director of‘
th, follows efforts by Coun-'
Oy cilman LaPenna on Nov. .21|
{an 20,000 Christ-|to promote an all expense paid{

'n

~ ~ ey

trip for councilmen to visit the
“‘research center” of an as.!
bestos-cement pipe manufac-
turer *“30 minutes outside New
York City.” |

For many years Lawrence
has insisted on the use of cast
iron pipe for the local water
system. He has informed La-
" |Penna he does not consider as-
bestos-cement pipe comparable
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