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June 15* 193S

Dr , E, N* Russe ll 
1 Rue Toussoun 
Alexandr ia* Egypt

Dear Doctor Ru s s e llj-

I  have jus t  received  viord
from Mr, F , M* S* Xegner of Ethyl Expor t Corporation 
that  you are w illin g to undertake the medical super* 
vis ion  of workmen who are soon to be engaged in  m ixing 
Ethyl Flu id  with gaso lin e  fo r  the Vacuum Oil Company 
in Alexandr ia* Accord ingly X am sending you herewith 
a small pamphlet which ou t lin es  the general p o lic ie s 
which we have attempted to ca r r y out and which give  
some b r ie f statement of ce r ta in  o f the problems which 
are to be met, I  consider  i t  very u n lik e ly  th a t  you 
w ill have any d i ff ic u lt ie s  ifc connection with t h is 
work s in ce  we have found that  i f  the ©Shipment la  
s a t is fa c t o r y , and i f  i t  is  operated proper ly* no 
Illn e s s  or In ju r y o f any kind occurs* On the other  
hand, I  can not s t r e ss  too much the importance in  my 
mind of having our medical r ep r esen ta t ives check the 
equipment and the manner o f i t s  use from time to time 
to see th a t  care lessness does not creep in to  t h is  
apparen tly sa fe  operation* The Flu id  is  a d e fin it e ly  
poisonous m ater ia l and i f  I t  is  handled ca r e le s s ly , 
ser ious cases of poisoning w ill develops The ga so lin e , 
on the other  hand* has demonstrated i t s  e n t ir e ly  safe  
p roper t ies from the point of view of le a d , and i t  is  ray 
opinion that  thé ’gaso lin e  t r ea ted  with lead  in  proper 
concen trat ions Is  no more dangerous rt<5 handle than is  
ordinary gasolin e* We have attempted to  prevent a l l 
lead poisoning in  connection with mixing operat ions by 
keeping a sharp lookout fo r  s ign s of lead  absorpt ion 
in  the m ixing personnel an CsXco* as X have in d ica ted  
p reviously* by making a c r i t i c a l  survey of the m ixing 
equipment and i t s  means o f operat ion  from time to time*
Our supervision  o f the workmen has consisted  o f p eriod ic 
ca r e fu l physical exam !nat ions,p lus m icroscop ic examination 
o f blood smears regular ly,^  * In  th is  country we have a lso  
made i t  a poin t  to study thé lead  excr e t ion  o f workmen from 
time to time so as to  be ce r ta in  o f the magnitude of the 
lead  exposure* We know hew that  i f  the m ixing equipment is  
operated in accordance w ith  the in s t r u ct io n s , no measureable 
lead absorpt ion occurs* Moreover no oases o f lead  poisoning 
have been seen in connection with t h is  work over  the en t ir e  
per iod of years in which the present type of m edical and 
mechanical regime has been In oporation#  ,
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"W-r-- In  connect;!on »1th the use o f 
loaded ga so lin et there may he some apprehension on the 
p ar t  o f people in  your v ic in it y  and there may be complaints 
of var ious kinds* Desp ite the negat ive character  o f our 
fin d in gs  up to the present* we have made i t  a poin t to 
in ve s t iga te  these complaints w ith a l l  care,end I  suggest 
tha t  i t  would be advantageous i f  you sere to do likew ise*
I  th ink ycu w ill have very l i t t l e  d i ff ic u lt y  from th is  
sou r ce , hu t  i f  d i ff ic u lt ie s  o f any kind do a r ise * I  should 
app recia te  I t  very much i f  you would communicate with me 
concerning them so th a t  I  w ill be informed as to what 
is  occur r ing*

In  view o f the problems which 
have been associa ted  with t h is  industry* and in  view of 
the exten sive exper imental work which has been done in 
eva lu a t in g these problems* there are a considerab le 
number of published a r t ic le s  w h ich .deal w ith var ious 
phases o f the su b je ct . I  sh a ll send you copies of such 
of these a r t ic le s  as are now a va ila b le  fo r  your in fo r ­
mation* and as soon as I  am able to obtain  i t * I  s ha ll 
send you a copy of a volume in-.which we have assembled 
a l l  o f the a r t ic le s  which bear upon th is  sub ject* Un­
fo r tu n a te ly the number o f such volumes was lim ite d  and 
th e ir  supply is  now su b s ta n t ia lly  exhausted so th a t lb  
may be some time before I  sh a ll be able to car r y out th is  
promise* Meanwhile the a r t ic le s  which I  am sending you 
w ill probably be of some in t e r e s t  and ser vice  to you*

Sin cer e ly yours*

RAKji® Rober t A, ĵ ehoe'* M'*B.
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