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Dr. Karl A. Hochschwender
American Hoechst Corporation
Route 202-206 North Bridgewater
Post Office Box 2500
Somerville, Wew Jersey 03876

Re: The Society of the Plastics
Industry, Inc. Food, Drug and
Cosmetic Packaging Materials
Committee Meeting; December 15,
1972

Dear Karl:

I am very pleased to advise you that, im-
mediately after our telephone conversation today, I
was in touch with Dick Ronk, the Director of the
Division of Petitions Processing of the Food and Drug
Administration, who just as promptly accepted my in-
vitation to attend the next meeting of our Food, Drug
and Cosmetic Packaging Materials Committee.

By means of their copies of this letter, I am
advising all of the members of the Committee that Mr.
Ronk will be with us. I might add that I feel reason-
ably certain they will find a discussion of his plans
for improving FDA's processes and any other comments
he makes most refreshing. George Ingle and I recently
had occasion to appear on a program with Mr. Ronk in
Philadelphia, were with him for quite some time there-
after, and fully believe that he has the desire and
the capability to bring about real improvements in the
overall indirect food additives regulatory area. This
is why we thought it would be a good idea to invite
him to our next session which we hope will be well
attended.

Incidentally, I realize full well that the

Committee has been subjected to "Promises, Promises"
by other FDA officials in the past but I am sure all
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would agree that we must continue to try for something
definitive to alleviate the present burdens imposed by
the Food Additives Amendment. We are hopeful that

Mr. Ronk may at least point us in some new directions
towards this end.

As you are also aware, but simply so that the
other members of the Committee will be informed, work
is under way to complete the full Agend. for the
December 15 session. It will probably be one of the
longest ones we have ever had because 0f the many FDA
and relatcd legislative and agency actions that have
been taking place since our last meeting. In any event,
we hope this letter will serve to let the Committee
know that you and we are preparing the Agenda so that
it can be sent out within the next two or three weeks.

Cordially yours,

ce:  SPI Food, Drug and Cosmetic Packaging
Materials Committec
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Mr. Richard J. Ronk

Director

Division of Petitions Processing
Office of Compliance

Burcau of Foods

Food and Drug Administration
Room 5827 (BF-330)

200 C Street, S.W.

Washington, D. C. 20204

Re: The Society of the Plastics
Industry, Inc. Food, Drug
and Cosmetic Packaging
Materials Committee Meeting;
Decemb. r 15, 1972

Dear Mr. Ronk:

Following up on our telephone conversation of
today, I am very grateful to you for accepting our in-
vitation to attend the referenced meeting of the Food,
Drug and Cosmetic Packaging Materials Committee of The
Soclety of the Plastics Industry, Inc.

I believe I neglected to mention the point
when we talked so let me note here that, as has become
customary in connection with prexious sessions of our
group attended by FDA Staff members, you can certainly
feel free to bring any of your associates you would
like to have present. All that I ask in this respect
is that you give me a little advance notice about who
will be on hand s¢ that we can make certain the
luncheon and seating arrangements are satisfactory.

The meeting will be held at the Shoreham Hotel
and we would hope that you might perhaps be on hand
by about ncon so that you could have lunch with the
group and give us the benefit of your thinking on cur-
rent FDA policies and problems relating to the regula-
tion of indirect food additives. As a result of our
recent joint appearance at the industry meeting in
Philadelphia and our subsequent personal conversations,
I suspect that you are well aware of the areas within
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your expertise which would be of primary interest.
Incidentally, please understand that we will in no
way be expecting a formal prescntation of any type.
What is desired is the benefit of your informal views
on what is being done, and what morc can be done to
improve the regulatory processes bearing on indirect
food additives.

Among other things, I am sure the membership
of the Committee would like to know about the prospects
for reviving activity which might bring about adoption
of some version of the so~callcd1 "Ramscy proposal.”
Also, everyone would certainly be interested in having
your thoughts about the status and outlook as regards
the outstanding prior sanctions listing, generally
recognized as safe, and colorants fcr plastics rule-
making proposals. You might also want to mention any
difficulties you and your Staff are encountering with
the new burdens placed upon you as a result of such
statutory provisions as the Freedom of Information
Act and the National Environmental Policy Act.

I hope you will realize that I have listed
these topics only to give you some idea of the explicit
interests of our Committee. It certainly is not my
intention to try to limit anything you might want to
discuss, nor to impose a burden upon you to cover sub-
jects which you do not feel can be commented upon ap-
propriately. It is our hope, however, that there will
be a mutually beneficial exchange of ideas on some or
all of thcse matters.

If past indications can be relied upon, there
will probably be gixty or so members of our Committee
on hand, representing all of the member plastics resins
companies, and a great many end-product producers of
food packaging materials. We will see to it that there
are self-introductions at the luncheon so that you will
know precisely who is in your audience. I can tell you
that this SPI Committee has now been in existence for
more than fifteen years and is rather well informed
about the regulatory scene so you will not have to be
concerned about any backgrounding on the basics.
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As the time for the meeting draws a bit closer,
you can be sure that I will be in touch with you to
inform you more specifically about our plans, and to
makc any special arrangements you would like. 1In the
meantime, thanks again for accepting the invitation so
promptly and pleasc feel free to call me at anytime if
you have any questions about the nature of our group,
or any other aspect of the meeting.

Cordially yours,

( WW// /ﬁ%ww
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