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AS3SST0S AND HEALTH - A PHOHLEM Fffl EUROPE? .

T his was th e t i t l e  o f  a  one hay Conference held In London on 
November 13th , organised  by the AS3SLT0S INFOKK/OTON COXITES fc.) fo r  an ±nvi.t.gfl - eMdlenee— The d e leg a tes  were chosen from companies 
s e l l i n g  a sb estos  or buying a sb estos fo r  use in  products for  subsequent r e - s a le ,  end th e  author attended on bahalf o f  th e  Foseco group.There were no re p resen ta tiv e s  from the Press or from the ultim ate  u ser  in d u s tr ie s .  Approximately 97# o f  the d e lega tes  were from companies concerned w ith th e  d ir e c t  icarketing o f  asbestos f ib r e ,  
w ith  a breakdown by major co u n tries  as fo llow s

A ustria ( 1 ) ,  Belgium (4 ) ,  Denmark (2 ) , Finland (1 ) , France (7 ) ,  Germany (16) ,  Holland (5)» I ta ly  {>>), Spain (7 ) ,  Sweden (1 ) , U .5.A. (1 ) end U.X. (2 1 ) . . . .
The o b je c tiv e  o f  th e  Conference was sta ted  by th e Chairman in h is  opening remarks (B) . . . . , "to d iscu ss  the fa c ts  r e la t in g  asbestos and h e a lth , e s p e c ia l ly - in  th e l ig h t  o f  recent un-informed and over s e n s a t io n a lis e d  comments in  the Press and on t e le v is io n .  This problem end i t s  e f f e c t  on the marketing o f asbestos f ib r e s  has occurred f i r s t  in  the U .X ., but th ere  i s  no doubt th at s im ila r  pressure w ill  soon be ex erted  in  o th er  c o u n tr ie s .”
A summary o f  th e  s ig n if ic a n t  p oin ts from th e  papers and d iscu ssio n s (2)

is given below:
Medical Aspects

' Reported cases o f  a sb e s to s is  in  the U.X. have risen  
s te a d i ly  up t o  1967 (167 c a se s ) , but dropped fo r  the 
f i r s t  tim e in  1956 to  1^8 ca ses . The rate o f increase  
i s  in  no way proportional to  the usage o f the m aterial which has in creased  approximately ten  tim es s in es  1930.
S in ce t h i s  d a te , when the f i r s t  le g is la t io n  was 
in trod u ced  about dust ex traction  equipment, the number 
c f  c a se s  w ith in  the handling and weaving in d u stries  th em selves has dropped very considerably , but the 
number o f  cases a r is in g  in  the in su la tio n  industry  h;*$



C o n t in u a t io n  S h e e t

2.

There I s  a f a i r  weight o f  evidence t o  show shat blue a sb esto s  (C ro o id o lite ) i s  more hazardous than the  w hite for.ii (Amosite and C h ry so tile). A lso, n ea rly  a l l  hazards can be elim inated by good dust co n tro l and e x tr a c t io n  machinery. In any working area the  ex te n t o f  th e  hazard i s  re la ted  to  the q uan tity  o f  f ib r e s  in  a given volume o f  a ir , to  a s c a le  as fo llo w s
L evel Fibres/c®^ A ction

N e g lig ib le
Low

0 -  
0.5

0 .4
-  1 .9 j No need to  do anything

Medium 2 .0 -  1 0 .0 . Dust co n tr o l necessary,
High > 1 0 . 0 F u ll resp ira to ry  u n its  must be worn.

In 1957, the ASBESTOS IS RESEARCH COUNCIL (C) was forrasd, p u b lish in g  codes o f  p ra ctice  and working w ith  'Government Departments in  drawing up new le g is la t io n  e t c .  A new Act o f  Parliam ent w i l l  be issu ed  in  May 1970, th e  f i r s t  d ra ft having been s ig n if ic a n t ly  rev ised  by d iscu ssio n s  with th e  Council.
The C ouncil has s e t  up various Environmental Study Groups t o  look  in to  s p e c ia l  industry secto rs  ~ v iz .  B uild ing and S h ip b u ild in g , E le c tr ic a l  and Engineering, Dock handling. T e x t i le  Weaving.
(N.B. I  asked the Chairman o f the Environmental Control Committee, p r iv a te ly , i f  any study was planned fo r  the Steelw ork s In d u stry . He sa id  "ho’’, and was apparently  q u ite  unaware th a t asb estos occurred in  steelw ork s a t a l l ) .
In g e n e r a l, B r it is h  le g is la t io n  and h ea lth  reg u la tio n s are con sid erab ly  more advanced than those in  any’ oth er country.

2 . P u b lic ity  and P ublic R elations
S ta r t in g  in  1956, there have been in cr ea s in g ly  sen sa tion a l  
d is c lo s u r e s  by the B r it ish  Press on th e h ea lth  hazards o f  a s b e s to s , culm inating in  a h igh ly  provocative t e le v is io n  programme by the B .3 .C . To counter t h is  on b eh a lf o f the 
U.K. a sb e s to s  Industry, th e Asbestos Inform ation Committee was formed in  1965, who employed a p ro fess io n a l public  r e la t io n s  firm  to  assure th e public ar.d publish  fa c tu a l  
in form ation  on the problem.
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y

3 . The European S itu ation
Or>e speaker summarised th e s itu a tio n  as being one o f  
" uneasy calm on th e part o f  Governments end Industry",Co fa r  there has not been widespread Press coverage as in  th e  U .K ., but I t  i s  s ig n if ic a n t  th a t t h t  f i r s t  ''scares” in England originated  in  the docks, in  view o f  recen t happenings in  HOLIAITO.
A cer ta in  Dr. Stumphius (? ) assoc ia ted  w ith  th e  Rotterdam Docks, wrote a very good and unbiased te c h n ic a l report 
ea r ly  in  19&9 on the h ea lth  r isk s  o f  a sb es to s . He then gave a rather sen sa tio n a lised  press conferen ce, which was g iv e n _prominent reporting by a " resp o n sib le” Rotterdam newspaper^ Perhaps stim ulated by t h i s ,  a fu rth er  medical rep ort i s  now being prepared for  c ir cu la tio n  throughout the 
O.E.C.D. A ll t h i s  has triggered  o f f  m edical in te r e s t  in PHAilCE, and d octors are s ta r tin g  t o  look  d e lib era te ly  for  M esothelibaa tumours in asbestos workers. ' There i s  a lso  a plan t o  s e t  up a sp ec ia l research u n it  s im ila r  in  fu n ction  t o  th e  A sbestosis Research C ornell.

M. Conclusions
There are h ea lth  r isk s  associated  w ith  the handling and use o f  A sbestos, p a r ticu la r ly  Slue A sbestos, nearly a l l  o f  which can be elim inated or s t r i c t ly  reduced by sen sib le  end resp on sib le  precautions on the part o f  management and in d iv id u a l workers. The awareness o f  t h is  end the import­ance attached t c  i t  in other countries w i l l  depend most 
l ik e ly  on th e a c t iv i t i e s  o f the Press and t e le v is io n  companies, but i f  the U.K. i s  anything to  go by, t h i s  can have an e f f e c t  fa r  beyond that J u s t if ie d  on m edical 
ev id en ce a lon e. I t  may or may not erupt in  Europe (or elsew h ere) and the Chairman closed  by a d v isin g  asbestos  su p p lier s  in Europe to-form  a "counter p u b lic ity "  u n it  
such as the Asbestos Inform ttion Committee in  U.K.

(Product Manager ; Heeding Systems) 
Steelworks D iv ision________ •
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i a .

notes

A. Asbestos Inform ation Cwwnlttae. Formed in  1966 by ft syndicate o f  the th ree isajor U.K. asbestos su p p lier s, e .g .  Cape.Asbestos L td ,, Turner arid Newell Ltd and the Central Asbestos Co. Ltd, They employ» M essrs. H il l  and Xn owlton (U .K .) Ltd as Public R elations a d v iso rs,
B . She proceedings on th e Confersnoc Will be published in  .English o n ly . They w il l  hot now be available u n t i l  *™ 

January ¡51 s t ,  1970-
C. The A sbestosio  Research Council was s e t  up by the U.K, Asbestos industry in  1957, with the o b jec t o f  -sponsoring' m edical research  and publishing data and fin d in g s e t c .  - I t  works c lo s e ly  with Government departments but i s  not d ir e c t ly  su b sid ised  or supported by the Government.
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Conference Chairman
Mr. G. S. Sutcliffe, Chairman,
The Asbestos information Committee
1...........................

Louis Room,
Café Royal, Regent Street, London w.j. 
Thursday 13th November 1969

“Asbestos and health-- aproblem for Europe?’'
09:15 — 09:45 Dcli’fttie enrolment 
10:00— 10:15 Introduction 
10:15— 10:45 The Medintl B»cJ:pfoun'd

i
i

Mr. G> S. SuictifTcDr. W. ). Smiiher, Medical Consultant,Asbcstosis Research Council
10:45— 11:05 Discussion '

11:05 — 11:30 Coffee 
11:30 — 12:15 British Legislation >nd the Industry's Response

12:15— 12:45 Disc-union

12.*45 — 14:15 Elysce Room. Czfi Royul Refreshments and Luncheon

Dr. S. Holmes, Secretary. Asbcstosis Rese.rch Council 
Mr. A. A. Cross, Chairmin, Environment»! Control Committee, Asbcstosis Research Council

14:15— J5;00 Handling the Public Relations Problem

15:00— 15:45 Discussion 
15:45— 16:15 Test

Mr. W. P. Howard, Secretary,.The Asbestos Information Committee 
Mr. C. H. Mann, Vice-Chairman.Hill md KnpwJion (UK) Ltd.

16:15— 1(5:45 The Situation in Europe 
16:45— 17; 15 Final Discussion Period

Mr, M. F. Howe, Deputy Ch»irm»n, The Asbestos Informition Committee
17:15— 17:30 Final Comment and Summary Mr. C- S. Sutcliffe

20:00 for 20:30 The Asbestos Inform ation Committee Dinner.The Ballroom. Claridge**. Brook Sired. London W.J
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Conference'.Chairman '' Louis Room,
Mr. G. S.  Sutcliffe, Chairman, Cafe Royal, Regent Street, London w.i.
The Asbestos Information Committee Thursday 13th November 1969l ____________________________________ _____________________ ____________________________

i
. “Asbestos and health- a problem for Europe?” '|

09:15 — 09:45 ■ Delegate enrolment
10:00 — 10.15 Introduction Mr, G. S. Sutcliffe
10:15 — 10:45 The Medical Background Dr. W. J. Smithcr, Medical Consultant, t Asbcstosis Research Council
10:45 — 11:05 Discussion • ./ •
11.05 — 11:30 Coffee
11:30 — 12:15 British Legislation and 

the Industry's Response .
Dr. S. Holmes, Secretary,Asbcstosis Research Council 
Mr, A. A. Cross, Chairman, 
Environmental Control Committee, 
Asbcstosis Research Council12:15 — 12:45 Discussion

12:45 — 14:15 Hlysee Room, Cafe Royal
Refreshments and Luncheon

14:15— 15:00 Handling the Public Relations Prohlent
Mr. \V, P. Howard, Secretary.

. The Asbestos Information Committee
Mr. C. H. Mann, Vice-Chairman. 
Hill and Knowlton (UK) Ltd.

15:00— 15:45 Discussion
15:45— 16:15 Tea
16:15— 16:45 The Situation in Europe Mr. M. F. Howe, Deputy Chairman, 

The Asbestos Information Committee
16:45— 17:15 Final Discussion Period
17:15— 17:30 Final Comment and Summary Mr. G. S. Sutcliffe

20:00 for 20:30 The Asbestos Information Committee Dinner.
T h e  B a l l r o o m . C la r id g e 's .  B ro o k  S tre e t,  L o n d o n  W . l .
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