RUIBEI & DI.ASTICS NEWS » hhmw " 197‘

B e euhars .-

.Exp'e"“ Siv6. Handl i “HealthF aahues Requzred

N e Rt
‘l]la

iMC C aﬁdards

"fa_-.--- - e Y ..‘~ '-‘——w-s‘

-gv- Lt

:
.|

N W e ol i I8 1:, r‘,, ,,;, DA 1 A Te,
£ ok W) RPN Washlagion Bursey a.ur»""’ s .cxpecled to be cosﬂy if? not
WASHINGTON. Jan: 29-—T'hc Oecupa-‘w 'prohnbnive,
tional Safety and Health'Administration ; ng
" today’ settled".the -question:.of: whethes Aa
* MOCA®:is .ta' bd rezulatod LN Y caneef-. !, evidence proving MOCA g
producing chemical. -, 've AL Produ;:zpm h:unuu. osl:labet:t;‘c:rn
“MOCA, - DuPont't: brapd * namé ~for ., mice, PMA ‘said," should not be' used to
4,4-Methylene - bis-(z-chléroamhne} \ extrapolate similaf results in humans, * .
; polyurethane, -éuring ngenl. isiincluded > Ev;dence go b!ckup PMA's claims hu
among the 14 alleged” uneer-producmz‘* been squesled by DuPont . itself. The : '
chemlcals: for:; “which MOSHA mndd'v c'ompany-hu bgen Tunning tests for some '
" ards’ on"emplo 4 'pos were«g b‘u. tinig o -dog nthe; ‘than " mice; on |
hshed 1Qday.. ‘;-‘wm g a0 1<y < grounds that *man'y Best friend™ is closgr4
_Though amended, somewhat from | pro- -; kin'to man himself than rodents; ™'
posed standards.published last yeu.. final, :7**'Spokesmen” for" DuPont. ‘say -that" its
* piles “issued today will: rcqum; lpecmc * tests .30 far -have failed. ‘to show any
" employee_.protectivé” measures ' and " will 1= 3 evidencs of: MOGA-rehted cancer in the
limit the’ amount of MOCA in.solid orra dol& LA g e

SR L Y R “?'"" -IN mnNG mlel for

!‘l id - mixtues ‘1o pement wei
:r‘u\:olu':u, - ,-; .t’o“ W MOCA and, separately, for the 13 other*

", < c):emicnl;. labeled cancer-producing,’
"Dropped . f"“‘ u“’ m proposqd } OSHA brushed aside arguments that tests
.“regulations was. -4 “requirement for an? - on mics arg inconclusive with respect 10
~OSHA P‘fﬂ"‘ “’ mf use °",h'..'.’f“° £ likely human reactions. : )
T MOCA, = i3 Z 165 e 308w i ey “think It improper 16 ‘aftord less.
e Remned. .how VAre. M“"f"“"" “" . portection_to workers when exposed to
'W"}ﬁ"‘“ﬁ” °‘°“°°" or “closed :: -c batances found 10. be carcinogenic:
{ system?- for , Tiandling:: MOCA, : special - ‘ ;{cancer-producing) only in. upenmenur
“clothing - for>workers,:' "decantamination, . mumk. the agency said. ° "
:methods;includ;uJWaﬂd Tavatory, > (5 % “Once he carcinogeniciiy ‘of a sub-’
. facilities~ and- medical ‘sugveillance.- PW‘*- "mu ‘has been demonstrated in animal
¥ grams,la_ he,mmwneﬁ. at mo_gost .lo': ! experiments, the practical regulatory al--
HemPl’M. (l. ~“$" it "‘s St e c. % ',,‘ ternatives are to consider them ellhﬂ'
t. OSHAY’ earlier:: propoceddmla -; non-carcinogenic or carcinogenic to hu-’
;Yassailed on, severgl-counts by. the Po]y« * mans, until evndence to m. conmry is-
urethang Manufacturers Associition, fO{ produced. -
',_ whose” members.the, burden. of’ complm ‘
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PMA HAD CHARGED, nmon; olher
thmgs,,. that_ OSHA - lacked “conclusive
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. continued

. .
- "About all the dogs lnve gonen w
f:r." RPN was told, “are i :

DuPont has conunued ‘to produce
MOCA under the temporary emergency

- standards imposed by OSHA last year.
Spokesmen say there has been minimal

. impact on output or costs as a result of

- _compliance, largely because the firm has

+, long treated-MOCA as a “nasty actor,” a

" messy, hlgl\ly corrosive substance if not’

.- a_carcinogen, and ‘'has controlled ‘em-

. ployee ¢xposure all along? LN

DuPént spokesmen concede howev;r,

. that few .of its customers, paruculnrly

. smaller firms, will be able to accommo-
date the new OSHA stnndards wuhout,
“major dislocations.” - -

Y . It was hinted that the cornpnny ‘wonild

- try to help where it could. particularly -

. in_procedures ‘for. testing content” of
MOCA in polyurethnne products.

- “The first Allernanve would logucally
requu'e, “not ;relaxed” controls. on €xpos- .
“ure, but exclusxon from regulation.
other alternative “Jogically. Jeads , to, the
" treatment "of  a” substance as if xt ‘was
“known, o Be carcmogemc to man,>i, 7l
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orm::n sunsrANCFs fox!'whxd:,
OSHA. standards. .were. issued’ include -
‘Z-Acetyhmxnoﬂuoreue, 33 -Dxch‘loroben—
.zidine ;(and its salts); &Dxmerhyhnnno-
ﬂobenzene, alpha-Napthylamme. —N-N'h
trosodunethyhmme, beu-Proplolaaone:j.
’ _Eu:ylenexmme. 4-Aminodipbenyl; Benzi’
dine. (and -its_salts); 4-Nitrobiphenyk;
Methyl chloromethyl ether; beta-Naphths.
ylamme. and bxs-Chlommetbyl ether.®.: 2

Assistant Secreury of Labor John
Stender - who' heads (OSHA,
that - separate stapdardi were nssued foc'
.each ‘substadce’i“to make it easier. for-
employen 0 dezemnne what they must
do ta protect Ihelr employees from rhese

Jhe standar8s for each of the substances,’
Stendér nofed that the lanéappmcll set-
Torth “for- handling . is- by .“an" sohled.
fully closed, system’ -achieved ‘by enp-
neenng coptrole.™ ;5 37 7T RO

. The reason _for the genen‘.l ba.g‘on
“open . vessel openuons“ in which em-

,ployosmexposedtotbenwd:mah.
Stender said, is that “enginecring cootral,
such as by closed -systems,
seals, femote -cootrols and Jocal exhiust:
veotilation... most effectively isolates’ enl-
ponees frorn potenml oontammmon.
~ COM]\leTING on the exc.lunon d
solid and liquid mixtures containing Jess'
than I percent of MOCA (extended Yo
seven of the 13 other chemicals as well),

,Stendér noted that the inteat was to

“avoid substantial’ obsu'uenon, if pat
stoppage, ‘of ‘the use of many processes’

“and products wluch are oonsrdered usefnl
in jndustry. ... - .

. The standards made pubhc loday are BFG22585

“to becomie mandatory on February 11. -
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f Cancer Death

M el Y

Imp]lcates PVC
_"AKRON, Feb. 115 s unpreeed-ted ,
_move that sent “feverberations throu,
the "plastics _industry, B.F.Goodrich last
~ week ‘disclosed that it had alerted Kea-:
tucky health officials. ind the National-
“Anstitutes- of - Occupational Safety aod_
*. Health. (NIOSH) .to _the possibility that‘
threeanoerdutbsininlmuvﬂle, Kya: 3
. ‘plant--weve Telated 1o oecnpatxoul X .

,posuretgizedthhmxﬂs.,._a R
Ta » The “Louisville™ ‘plant. ‘deaths affected.
emp]oyes workmx in polyvipyl chloride
. {PVC), production. - The original - an-
. mouncement was based on-two deaths in
" ‘1973 and ope that occurred -in 1971—-
and wday 4 Goodnch spohsman con- ",
" firmed _that their ' ‘on-going review of past’
. medical records has- revealed another
. related death in 1968, . L

--’l'be -deaths ~were--all - ann‘buted

“- -l

44
-
-

- dling and -exposure prictices for PVC.
'opentwns, possibly within a- few weeks. -
g NeltherBFGorNIOSHexpeﬂ:m

_pPpPm range in its plants. -
Goodrich bas engaged thé services of
Tabershaw-Cooper Associates (Berkeley
Calif.) neonsulnnuonthedueeum
theu'mvesupm :

- Yet another mvemnnve ngency bas°
entered the picture, as the United Rub-
ber Workers (URW) have turned the .
University of North Carolina loose .on a

“*“crash epxdemlologual study” of URW .
Jocals involved in - PVC produebon. (‘l‘he
Goodrich Eouisville plant is not org:ll-
- ized under the URW).

Goodrich’s voluntary disdosuxe sa
“first ever for alerting. NIOSH -t0 a-
senombenlth problem.®
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CHJCAGO. Feb-‘ﬁ,—-]'he POT]urethiEe,"
Manufacturers Assoc:abon “said -xoaay -
- problbly will institote Jegal action” agamﬂ ~
_the- Occupauonal Safety - and-- Health_
~ Administration’ (OSHA) for mcludinx

MOCAO as one of. 14 alleged <ancer-

. For story on OSHA’s permanent snnd.—
ards for MOCA, ‘see Page 6. For related
;. story involving' PVC ‘as a possible c:ra 4
mogen,see Pnge 10. e ’-"A. = ‘ Al

[

producmg ‘ chermicals” “for which . it- pub- -

* lished final OSHA: standards on employee

© exposure Jap. 29SS HENTG 2yl T

'~ PMA, which in the past has" charged
that OSHA . lacks " conclusive evidence -
proving MOCA- to be’ cancer-producmz
in humans. said” xtt attorne)sm now_.

- Mcanwbile. PMA has.gomed the Syn- ;
thenc Oirganic Chemical- Mmufacturex:~

- ‘Assi.: (SOCMA),- twg other irade m’o-.‘:
c:ahons and a number of chemical com- i
.pama in filing a sun to. seek )udicial‘ '
review . of" OSHA‘: pennan;nt work
safety stzndardpl e R

;- - The suit was. filed in the Coun of

‘jAppeak, third circuit, in Philadelphis, .

Jan. 29 the same day OSHA pubhshed

its regulaﬁons.‘v--»— AT

- Polyurethane manufactumr:, who' u:e

'..MOCAmtheupmducu and at the end
users of the parts, cotld be hard hit by

- the ‘permanent  standards. Some poly-
urethane parts” cant bé cured sansfno-
tenlywnhanylhlngmeOCA. S SR
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~..OSHA Calls for= |
IW“CIRumnilhua

WASHING’IDN Jan_ 30 — The
Oocupauonal Safety and Heslth -
_Administration (OSHA) ‘today an-:
-nounced that it would conduct 2~
bearing February 15 “on possible:
hazards associated with the mano--
facture" andlor use of vmyl ch]or- -
:dc. R .
‘n:e heanng was. lpparenﬁy
prompted by recent disclosure that
" Goodrich " was~ investigating the -
- cancer deiths of three workers at &
" Louisville, Ky. phnt. “The workers
had been mvolved m PVC . pro-
duction. .~ - . .
’ Meanwhile,OSHA bas requested :
written data from . any interested '
parties, relating to toxicity of vinyl -
chloride and other cbemuﬂi used i
mxtsproduetmn. RS .
Also sought is mformamn on
technolopes and numbers of work-
ers involved in the manufacture
»apd use of the material and opin- .
jons 2s.10 “whether the available

"~ information warrants the issuance

of an emergency temporary stand-

ard, or the commencement of a

regular rulemaking prowedin..
Deadline for submission of such’

- data was set for Feb. 28~ . -
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