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Z&&2IEE5. GOLDBERG: Oa C he 'record .

H r. Fey 2nd Mr. 5wetonic — excuse ms, i s
s  ,

Doctor T e tr ic k  in  the ro es?  •

— A ll r i g h t ,  Mr. Fay and H r. SueConic.*

22L. FAY: My nsae is* A lu e r t E. Fay. I  am Vice 

P re s id e n t ox Che Gold Bond B uild ing  Products D iv ision  of tla 

M otional Gypsum Company in  B u ffa lo , Ret; York. I  am appear! 

here today in  ay  c a p a c ity  as  p re s id e n t *o£ the Asuestos 

In fo rm  cion A sso c ia tio n  o f  n o rth  America, lo ca ted  in  New Yo: 

C ity . The A suestos In fo ra a tio n  A sso c ia tio n  i s  coaprised o f  

twelve oz the n a t io n 's  la rg e s t  m in ers , s a a c fa s su re rs  and 

¿a o o rte rs  o f a su e s to s  and a so es to s -co n ta in in g  p roducts . The 

c o m e r  companies' o f the a s so c ia tio n  a re  l i s te d  on a f e e t  

s h e e t, which 1 w i l l  s u e s i t  w ith  ay  testim ony.

As an in tro d u c tio n  to  in d u s try  testim ony th a t  w i l l  

fo llo w , 1 would l ik e  to u r ie f ly ' sk e tch  fo r-you  a genera l 

p ic tu re  o f  the s i t e  and scope o f the cso es to s  in d u s try  in  the

United S ta te s ,  the types o f products produced, the ntraoer o f
*

people employed, and o th e r  fa c to rs  th a t  w i l l  help p o s itio n  tl  

a su esto s  m anufacturing in d u s try  in  the economic and s o c ia l 

s tru c tu re  o f th is  co u n try :
* • 

I  should mentioned uefore proceeding thac the

ns j  o r  icy  o r the d a ta  time I  p re sen t r e f e r s  only to  the Q^
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m anufacturing sid e  o f the in d u s try , and does n o t inc lude  

d e ta i le d  inform ation, on in d u s try  using f in ish e d  a su es to s  

. p ro d u c ts , such as the co n stru c tio n  in d u s try  o r the in s u la t  

4; i  a p p lic a tio n  and removal tra d e s .

r, Asbestos i s  the generic  nese given to a group o f
£ •{ •
|  . in o rg an ic  hydrated s i l i c a t e  m inera ls  th a t  have one common

r l a t t r i b u t e ,  namely, the a b i l i t y  to  be separated  in to  reiati%
¡1

s i s o f t ,  s i lh y  f ib e r s .  The th ree  most commonly used v a r ie t ie s

-• ;• o f  a sb e s to s  a re  c h r y s o ti le ,  c r o c id o l i te ,  o r  blue f ib e r  and
5 .io : amosite.

.1

|i
'll . I t  i s  im portan t to  note th a t  c h ry s o ti le  accounts
x.

r more than 9S7. o f th e  t o t a l  annual D o ited .S ta te s  consumption 

o f a s b e s to s . In  the p a s t ,  c ro c id o lite  and am osite were uset 

f a r  more ex ten s iv e ly  in  the U n ited . S ta te s  than they a re  tod*

. The lead ing  producers o f c h ry s o tile  n ic e r  a re  Canada and the 

S o v ie t Union, u i th  sm alle r d ep o sits  being found in  South 

A fr ic a ,. 2hodcsia, China, the United S ta te s  and I t a l y .

C ro c id o lite  and am osite a re  -mined alm ost ex c lu siv e ;

v • in  South A frica . —

The to t a l  annual t;orld  production o f a sb e s to s  i s  

around it m illio n  to n s , w ith  Canadian production  accounting  fc

t . about 30Z of the t o t a l ,  and the United S ta te s  about 31.
•• *

ï-  j: The p ro p e r tie s  os a sb es to s  th a t  g ive i t  commercial
•• .

•V. !| ' va lus a r s  i t s  f ib ro u s  s t ru c tu re ,  the g re a t te n s i le  s tre n g th
,t « t

H o f the f ib e r s  and i t s  r e s is ta n c e  to high tem peratures and to

D



c e r ta in  types o f chemical a c tio n .

As a f irep ro o fin g  m a te r ia l, asbestos has over th  

years saved untold l iv e s  and many b il lio n s  of d o lla rs  in 

' property damage. I t  i s  used in  products ranging iron  

asbestos-cem ent sh in g les , panels and s id in g 'to  firep ro o f 

c lo th in g , in su la tio n s , f lo o r  t i l e  and f r ic t io n  m ate ria ls .

I t  has been estim ated th a t -soma 3 thousand d if fe re n t  produc 

in -d a ily  use around th e ‘world contain  asb esto s . Most of tk 

products, even though the percentage o f asbestos in  them oa 

be sm all, cannot adequately perform th e i r  function  w ithout 

one o r more of the unique p ro p e rtie s  th a t asbestos im parts. 

For most o f these products, no adequate s u b s titu te  fo r 

asbestos i s  av a ilab le  today.

I t  would take me an hour to enumerate fo r you the 

major uses of aabestoc f ib e r .  In stead , I  .am subm itting w ith 

my testimony a l i s t i n g  from The Asbestos Fact Book, a p u b li­

cation of Asbestos Magazine, of some of the primary uses of 

asbestos in  our msdem so c ie ty . I  think i t  w ill  become q u ite  

c ic s r  a f te r  read:.r.g th is  l i s t  why asbestos has o ften  been 

ce iled  the indispensable m ineral.

In  tlx- United S ta te s , the consumption of raw 

asbestos f ib e r  over the pact decade has remained f a i r ly  

5.tab le  a t  an average of approximately 775,000 tons per year,, 

w ith  an estim ated value of $90 m illio n . Of th is  annual t o ta l  

approximately 125,000 tons valued a t  $10.5 m illion  i s ’producci



dom estically , the r e s t  being imported, p rim arily  from Csna 

Based on Bureau o f the Census^ manufacturing 

s t a t i s t i c s  and o th e r d a ta , the estim ated value of a sb esto s  

contain ing products manufactured in  the United S ta te s  l a s t  

year mas roughly §1 b i l l io n .  Only around $35 m illio n  worst 

o f f ib e r  and products mere exported , the r e s t  being consume 

dom estically .

These p roducts mere made in  w ell over 500 d lffc re  

m anufacturing f a c i l i t i e s ,  both ‘la rg e  and sm all, throughout 

the United S ta te s ,  m ith  a  work force of a t  le a s t  50,000 

employees, and a  p a y ro ll  .approaching b i l l io n .

I t  should be remembered th a t  these employment and 

sa le s  f ig u re s  r e f e r  only  to  companies and in d u s tr ie s  in  mhic 

asb esto s  f ib e r  i s  converted in to  f in ish ed  products. In  most 

ca ses , these products a re  not sold d ire c t ly  to  u ltim ate  con* 

su re r , but a re  used in  the manufacture of o th er p roducts, 

such as  autom obiles, e l e c t r i c a l  appliances and f ire p ro o f  

c lo th in g . In  o th e r in s ta n c e s , the fin ish ed  a sb es to s-co n ta in ­

ing products pass through a d ea le r  o r d is t r ib u to r  to an 

ap p lic a to r  or some o th e r craftsm an mho in s ta l l s  them. This 

i s  obviously the case in  the co n stru c tio n  in d u stry .

Thus, products contain ing  asbestos f ib e r  may pass 

through th ree  o r fo u r  le v e ls  of trade or manufacture before 

they a re  purchased.by the u ltim ate  consumer.

For th is  re a so n , i t  i s  q u ite  d i f f i c u l t  to accurately



judge the to cal economic value o f the asbestos in d u stry  t; 

the n a tio n . T;e firm ly b e lie v e , hone v e t, .th a t Che Arthur l 

L i t t l e  Company eecnoaie study now under uay, w il l  show I t  

be s u b s ta n tia l .  For example, i t  has been es t i n t  ted that: : 

in s u la tio n  trad es  alone involve 40,000 men who spend a t  'lc 

a  q u a r te r  o f th e i r  d o e  working w ith asbestos-con ta in ing  

p roduc ts , e th e r  employees whose liv e lih o o d  depends a t  lea  

to* some ex ten t on the* use o f  asb esto s-co n ta in in g  products 

include o th e r  types o f c o n s tru c tio n  workers; s id in g , ro o f i  

and t i l e  i n s t a l l e r s ,  pipe la y e r s ,  salesmen, d is t r ib u to r s  a: 

d ea le rs  in  asb esto s  p roducts . Z t i s  in p o ssib le  to calcu lai 

the t o ta l  incone derived by these workers frcox the use o r 

s a le  o f asb esto s-co n ta in in g  p roducts , but i t  i s  c e r ta in ly  i 

the hundreds o f m illio n s  o f  d o l la r s .

I f  one adds in  the value of se rv ic e s , machinery, 

raw m a te r ia ls  and o th e r commodities purchased by the asb e s t 

m anufacturing industry  each y ea r fo r  use in  the production 

shipment of fin ish ed  asb esto s  products, the t o ta l  econcmic 

co n trib u tio n  o f the in d u stry  to the n a tio n ’s economy would 

reach , perhaps, $3 b i l l io n ,  and would in v o lv e ,to  some degret 

the liv e lih o o d  of a t  l e a s t  h a lf  a  m illio n  wage ea rn ers  and 

th e i r  fa m ilie s . tfe be liev e  the economic and s o c ia l  co n trib t 

t:.on o f the asbestos in d u stry  to the nation  i s  s u b s ta n tia l .

In  ad d itio n  to the many and varied  l ife sa v in g  

uses o f a sb e s to s , they play  an im portant ro le  in  our modertjy
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te ch n o lo g ica l s o c ie ty . For these  r e a s o n s  the e s ta b lis h e s

o f  reasonab le  And f e a s ib le  o ccu p a tio n a l "health  s tan d ard s f

a sb es to s  i s  a  m a tte r  o f  g re a t  im portance, n o t only  to  the :

whose h e a lth  we a re  try in g  to  p ro te c t ,  but a lso  to the ind

and to  the coun try  a s  a  w hole.

Our in d u s try  i s  co opera ting  f u l ly  w ith  the Arthur 
• •« • * '

L i t t l e  Company in  the economic- s tu d y  they have been re ta in s

to  sake by-GSEA. He a re  a l l  working hard to  develop p rec is

f ig u re s  a s  to  the p o te n t ia l  economic e f f e c t  o f  th e  proposed

re g u la tio n s  on ou r in d u s try .  To’d a te ,  we have been ab le  to

sak e  only  rough e s tim a te s . In  g e n e ra l ,  they show a  c o s t to  
« • •

the  in d u s try  o f a p p m r ia a te ly  $200 ra il l ie n  in  new equipment 

to  comply w ith  the  proposed s tan d ard  o f two f ib e r s  .per cubic 

c en tim e te r  in  those sections* o f  the  in d u s try  where we be l ie ?

a  t r o - f ib e r  s tandard  i s  te c h n o lo g ic a lly  f e a s ib le .  The

proposes re g u la tio n s  would a ls o  produce a Iocs in  s a le s  o f  

a t  l e a s t  $400 m il l io n  because o f th e  la b e lin g  requ irem ents 

and the sh u t dc:;n o f o p e ra tio n s  where two f ib e r s  i s  techno-

lo g ic a l ly  u n fe a s ib le . A number o f  companies have a lre ad y
• v  ,

in d ic a ted  th a t  they do n o t b e liev e  a  tw o -fib e r s tan d ard  i s  

f e a s ib le  in  cany o p e ra tio n s , and th a t  i f  such a  s tan d ard  i s  

prom ulgated, they w i l l  c lo se  down those  o p e ra tio n s  immediate!

• r a th e r  than spend m il l io n s  o f  d o l la r s  in  a  v a in  a t t e a o t  to
/ •

.. • /
j '  ach ieve  the unach ievab le . The lo s s  o f  jo b s  w i l l  be sub-
l*
j s ta r - r ia l .
iif.
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i " Y esterday, there was a statem ent cade here th a t

;• are  p lan t can meet the s tan d ard s, then a l l  can. This is  :
i*

'  ij tru e . There are v e s t  d iffe ren ces  in  the v arious manufact:i:
j] - In d u strie s  and the d is s im ila r i ty  makes i t  im possible fo r  c
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to dup lica te  the o th e r .

One o th er p o in t. Y esterday, i t  was s ta ted  th a t 

«coking s u b s ta n tia l ly  increases, the r i s k  o f d ise a se . Sine 

we. a rc  a l l  concerned about the h e a lth  o f those a sso c ia ted  

w ith  th is  b u sin ess, we would l ik e  to  recommend th a t  the 

proposed standard  should p ro h ib it  smoking during working h 

on the job  and th a t  the warning s igns requ ired  to  be pos 

should prom inently d isp lay  "no smoking.” Precedents fo r  £ 

e x i s t  in  reg u la tio n s  a t  the Department of In te r io r , ' fo r  

example, in  uranium mines.

In  c lo s in g , i t  i s  our hope th a t  CSHA w il l  take a; 

o f  these considera tions in to  mind in  developing the standa: 

I f  th is  i s  s o t  done, i t  could w ell s p e l l  the demise o f a t  

le a s t  In  I f  o f the asbestos in d u stry  in  the United S ta te s  an 

in  time, perhaps, a l l  o f i t .

Thank you, Mr. Goldberg.

1 want to submit two e x h ib i ts . This e x h ib i t  i s  a

l i s t  of the members o f the Asbestos A ssocia tion  of Rorth
/ .

America.

EMMIiETl GOLDBERG : The l i s t  o f members of the 

Asbestos A ssocia tion  w il l  be E x h ib it 3c#.



- (11X 2 document above r e f e r r e :

was narked a s  ¡Exhibit Ko. 2 

f o r  id e n t i f ic a t io n .)

EX/tiHEr/ GOLDEZEG: AH  r ig h t .

‘ 2SU FAY: And the second one i s  the A sbestos Fa; 

S heet concerning the u ses  o f  a sb e s to s  and a sb e s to s  product 

m 2E SIS . GOIDEBLG: T hat w i l l  be E x h ib it 39.

(The document above r e fe r re d  

was marked as E x h ib it ilo. 39 

f o r  id e n t i f i c a t io n . )

EX&GSEZ1 G3LD2ERG: Thank you.

E x h ib its  38 and 39 a r e  re c e iv e d .

■ (The documents p rev io u sly  id en  

f le d  a s  E x h ib its  lb s .  3b and 1 

were rece iv ed  in  ev id en ce .)  

ZTJ&uSlL GOLDBERG: In tro d u ce  y o u rs e lf .

!2L. SHETCIIEC: ely n s re  i s  Matthew Id. See to n ic ,  cud 

I  an  E xecutive S e c re ta ry  o f th e  A sbestos Inform ation  A scocia 

t ic n  o f  n o r th  America and a ls o  canager o f  sp e c ia l p ro je c ts  

in  the* P u b lic  A ffa irs  S ec tio n  fo r  the Johns-H anviile  Corpora­

t io n .  *

I lr .  Fay has a lre a d y  d esc rib ed  the a s s o c ia t io n , and 

id e n t i f ie d  the companies which i t  r e p re s e n ts .  I*:s a re  b as ica l!  

an in fo rm atio n  d issem in a tin g  o rg a n is a tio n  and the f a c t s  or 

op in ions con ta in ed  in  cy p re s e n ta tio n  e re  supported in  the
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