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“N o r w o o d”
DRAND

TO DUPLICATE THIS FOLDER ORDER  

NO. 91-1/3
M A D £  IN U . S . A .



M ay I , 1954

D r.  R u s s e l l  A ls fe ld e r  .
123 N . F r o n t  S t r e e t 
H a m ilto n , O hio

D ea r  D o c to r  A ls fe ld e r :

I am  sen d in g  y o u  h erew ith , a  co p y  o f  p a r t  o f  th e  m ed ic a l  r e c o r d  o f y o u r  
p a t ie n t , M r . S iv e s  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  in fo r m a t io n
r e la t iv e  to  th e  d i f fe r e n t ia l  d ia g n o s is .  A  co p y  o f  ou r  e a r l i e r  r e c o r d  i s  
r.ct a v a i la b le , and  I h a v e  n o t th ou gh t th a t i t  w ou ld  b e  e s p e c ia l ly  u s e fu l  to 
you  a t  th is  t im e .  We e x a m in e d  h im  f i r s t  in  J a n u a ry  o f  1939 , an d  b e c a u s e 
o f  the v a g a r ie s  o f  h is  co n d it io n , a t  th a t t im e , w e  th ou gh t it  a d v is a b le  to 
h o s p i ta l iz e  h im  and to  c a r r y  ou t fu r th e r  c l in ic a l  ob s e r v a t io n s . T h e s e  a r e 
r e c o r d e d  in  the ap p en d ed  m a te r ia l .

T he f i r s t  r e c o r d  g iv e s  th e  c o m p le te  c l in ic a l  h is to ry  and  th e  r e s u l t s  o f
so m e w h a t  d e ta i le d  p h y s ic a l  and  la b o r a to r y  e x a m in a t io n s .

O ur c o n c lu s  io n s ,a t  th a t  t im e , p r e s e n te d  in  th e  fo rm  o f  a  d is c u s s io n  fo r  th e 
b e n e f i t  o f  th e  O h io In d u str ia l  C o m m is s io n  w e r e  a s  fo l lo w s :

"The g e n e r a l iz e d  m u s c u la r  w e a k n e ss  and w a s t in g , w ith  in c o n s ta n t  t r e m o r s , 
f le e t in g  " ligh tn in g "  p a in s  an d  v a r ia b le  m u s c le  s o r en e s s ,  a r e  b e l ie v e d  to  be 
in d ic a t iv e  o f  d e g e n e r a t iv e  le s io n s  in  th e  sp in a l  c or d . T h e re  i s  a  g e n e r a l iz e d 
a r t e r i o s c l e r o s i s ,  and  in c ip ie n t  c a ta r a c t ,  a s  e v id e nc e  o f  c h r o n ic  d e g e n e r a t iv e 
p r o c e s s e s ,  and  th e r e  a r e  c h r o n ic  in fe c t io u s  le s io n s in  th e  m o u th  and  n a so p h a ry n x . 
T h e r e  i s  a l s o  s o m e  e n la r g e m e n t  {p rob ab ly  fu n c t io n a lly  in s ig n i f ic a n t )  o f th e  
th y r o id  g la n d . The n e r v o u s  s y s te m  le s io n s  a r e  n o t , in  m y  o p in io n , r e la te d  to 
th e  v a s c u la r  d is e a s e  o r  to  th e  e x is t in g  n a s a l  and  or a l  in fe c t io n , b u t r a th e r  to  
s o m e  p r o c e s s  th a t d e v e lo p e d  ou t o f  o r  c o in c id e n t  w ith  th e o c c u p a t io n a l „
c o n d it io n s . T he h is to r y  o f e x p o s u r e  to  le a d , th e  d ia g n o s is  o f p lum b  is m  a s 
o r ig in a l ly  m a d e , (w h ich  o f  c o u r s e  co n n o t b e  c o n f ir me d  o r  d is p r o v e d  a t  th is 
t im e  fo r  la c k  o f  s p e c i f ic  e v id e n c e ) , and  th e  a b s e n ce  o f  a n o th e r  d e f in i te  d i s e a s e 
e n t ity  in  ex p la n a t io n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  l e s io n s ,  f o r c e th e  p r a g m a t ic  c o n c lu s io n 
th a t the c o r d  d e g e n e r a t io n  is  a  se q u e l  o f  le a d  in tox ic a t io n ."

If I w e r e  to  b e  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e s e  c o n c lu s io n s  n ow , I w ou ld  s a y  th a t m y  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  s in c e  th a t t im e  d o e s  n o t le a d  m e  to  b e l ie v e  tha t the d e g e n e r a t iv e  p r o c e s s 
in  th e  sp in a l c o r d  w a s th e  r e s u l t  o f  le a d  in to x ic a tio n . I ca n n o t s a y  th a t th ey 
w e r e  n o t , and I do n o t r e g r e t  th a t w e  g a v e  h im  th e b e n e f i t  o f  th e  doub t, bu t
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D r . R u s s e l l  A ls fe ld e r  -  (2) -  M ay 1, 1954 

I s u s p e c t  th a t w e w e r e  w r o n g .

S in c e r e ly  y o u r s ,

R o b er t  A . K eh o e, M . D .

RAK  ex 

E n c .

He 0016507


