CASE OF ° HEM STEFL CO.

From the testimony of the clsimant, and from the facts
slicited from others concerning tha-mtm méumtian of the o
claimant's vork thers seems little doubt that his initfsl 1llness
arose out of his employment end was in fact caused by it. The medi-
cal questione at issue therefore are wrwerned with (1) tlm causative
factor or factors of the miwme,th@ @&ﬁaaﬁ the initis}._imeus, -
and (2) the ml&tim&h&p,; 1f any, betveen tha aecttpet.mm; $llness ..
end the oscurrence of the duodensl uieer shich, no doubt, gave rise .
to the hemorrhage and prolonged the dlssbility. |
1. The primery illness A T | ‘ o 1
The original compleints coineide vith the vell-known effects
of the inhalation of fumes from overhested galvanized surfaces, the
so=called Zine chills,” and the history of smploynent 1s such as. to
Justify the bLellef that this type of industrial intoxication existed.
The occcurrence af‘ significant lead exposure in the course
of this man’s work has not bsen esteblished with resscnable certeinty.
Undaubt@élﬁy‘ there ﬁsa some lead exposure in the cbme of burning -
lead-coated motal sheets and plates. It is well kmovn that exposure
to lead fumes origineting in this meaner, under conditicns in vhich
the workmen are inadequately protected, is one of the most serious
of the lesd hazerds in Maatxiy; The severity of the exposure &nd
ite duretion in this cose, cannot well be judged from the available
informstion. The testimony of the eléimlam is not definite as to the
length or pericdiocity of the work with painted surfaces or as to the
extent to which he protected himself by the use of & mask, and no
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other evidence has been sudmitted to indlicate Whether 'tmfs eaployee
or others who carried on similar vork on the ship in question sbsorbed
significant or dangerous amounts of lead It is suggested br eem&n -
staten ‘?;;;ts of Witnesces thnf; serious csses of lead polscning had mt |
mm among the wormea se mploged by this émf‘wﬁant‘ mﬁmt a

too! e&my acce;am« of the conclusion is the mﬂmeagu of this pee N

viewer mt uaﬁer eams.n aau&ittm. vork of smm ﬁype can and
does cause seﬂm and e«ven faml leaé mtcxicatima One can mly
conclude that the evidence preswated mwmmg the aemtimiaom
ditions in this case is not adequate to jnatiﬁ; a deeialca as to the
significance of the lead exposure . | ‘ S
No enelytical data on the blood or excreta of the clsimant
ere avallsble to shov that he abzorbed significant gquantities of lead..
Crenting that the white precipitate obtained 1:1 the chemlcal snslysis
of the urine as described in the report from the labcmterf, vas lead
sulphate, (this cannot be sccepted with certainty) there is still mp
evidence to indicate that the quantit* of lesd in the urine was ab-
normel, unususl, or in any vay indmativ@ of hagardous lead exposure.
_ It follm from these fasts that 5udgment ecmaemmg the
existence or non-existence of 1@&6 poisoning in eny periocd of the
_ claimant s illness rests selely upcn ciinicaz interpretation of the
~ nature of his fllness. %he tm of 1llness and its course were not
- puch as to 3@&:‘## disgnoeis of lesd poisoning. Every early sympe
tom desoribed can mers readily be cxplained ss an effect of exposure
to sino fumes. The ampt&s present after the first hemorrhage Oce
curred are more pleusibly to be attributed to the ducdenal ulcer
later shown to be present, than to the offects of lead, the presence
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memzn. It 18 pﬁssible thﬁt mar& vere mt&in othm'
mgawim cnnmﬂl !‘eutms of the mw tam: a.z-gmé fnr l.m m n.,
causative f&ﬁw in ﬁw mind e!' Dr. Rafsmg&r; bu!b t!m;'s 1& mthing
in his testimony %hat gives convinolng or even stmmal:r t&w ‘-
evidence to that effect. The only point mﬁe that mim ﬁam}.e&
discusaicn is that ef the mcmeapie M@ﬁ in zhe blm,, ageeiﬁ-
cally the &tippi&na af the erythrocxtes. Aeeaptiag the lammry
report at its fsce value, to the effmt that m atiwlaﬁ srythi j
vere more nuklerous than tha lmxcoeytes m the mly mtz.ms. ‘
{greater assurance would he falt on this point if an actual cam of
the ahs.pplad erythmaytes ‘had m made), there is still no evﬂ.dmea
of lead sbsorption. This man had a severe hmrh&ge and the cenﬁi-
tione vere right for the pouring out af B.ax-ga auwnbers of imtm
erythrocytes, provided he had & :mmny active bone mm# mz he
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