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December 15, 197

Mra Eﬂwerd J. Baier, Deputy Director
Depertment of Health, Edweation and Welfore
Hationel Ingtitube for Qeccupational

Sefety 2nd Health
5600 Fishers Lane
" Rockville, Maryland 20852

Dear: Eds. ’ Is

I thank you for sending & copy of the report by the NIOSH Division of
Surveillance, Hezard Svalustions, and Field Studies of a review of our
DCMA Epideniclogy Study of workersg in J.e_ad_ _cmfo_ma.te pigments plants.

Some of the statements in the critical review seem to reflect sdversely
Aot only on the technical aspects of the work but slso on the zbility of
the authors o deal fairly with the subject matter. For this reason, I
as}:ed that Eqmtable Environmental Heelth s'budy youy critieism and furnish
ug 43.1:!1 a regponse. I glso requnsted and have obiained independent roviews
of tas criticism froa Ir. Sidpsy Pell, tha Du Pont Biostatistician, aud

from Dr, Joen Devies of the Chester Beatty Resesrch Instituite, Institute
of Cancer Research, Royal Cancer Hospital in London, Englend.

The net result of the reamonsae I heve recelved are that the NICSH reviewer
has mede several errors of fact and several errors of interprstation or
;judgmenm The response that was prepared, by Dr. W. Clark Cooper of Equit-
able Envivommental Health Ine, covers neexrly all of the voints that were
made b;r the sweral reviewers and, in addition, furnishes some edded facts
whi might be useful to your Division of Surveillsnce, Eazard Evalustions,
d Studies. For this reasony I attach Dr. Cooper's comments in |
their entirety. Dr. Pell's comments sre also attachod. A marked copy of
‘s eritiqua carries the prineipal couments submitted by

In the lnst p':ragr“ph on page 3 of his letter, Dr. 000per has indulged in
an expresaion of his opinion of what the future mey disclose. Thet 1s his
privileg;e. He urges. continued follow-u;p of this and sinilar populetions.
Thia advice hes been accepted. His recommendation -for individualized
stud;sr of gastrointestinal tract cancers is being actively carried out

: rigm:‘ NOW,
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We are all agreed, »d., that the WIOSH comment gbout a dearth of subjects

40 the study is regrettab}.e but true. I think thet you can appreclste

the m:ig;in of thig study and underatanding it, a.ccept, some of ita in-
horte By b dnduet:

; d full cooperation
(2 :‘\_;h!.d be basea. In

Sincerely,

Jemes F. Morgan

Attechments

kdditional Copiles to: Dr. Morton Corn
: Assiatant Secretary of Ilabor
USDOL/CSHA
Washington, D.C. 20210

Mr, Gerald L. Weinatein .

Directorate of Heelth Standards Development
‘Cecupebional Safety and Heslth Administration
Department of Iabor

Waghington, D.C. 20210
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