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Shell Oil Company
Inleroltice Memorandum

MARCH 9, 1982

FROM: SENIOR INDUSTRIAL HYGIENIST

TO: SUPERINTENDENT HEALTH AND SAFETY

SUBJECT: RESPIRATOR USE SURVEY

After much discussion and due consideration, a final determination 
of the respirator use requirements for Maintenance North and South 
has been proposed (See attachment) . The Maintenance Organization 
has given considerable thought to the process and has concluded 
that all craft jobs are Category III.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

P. J. Snyder

PJS/gri

Attachments

cc: With Attachments

L. V. Ashe 
W. W. Reeves 
ECB Satellite 
PJS Chron
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Supplied air respirators
and Scott Air Pak used 
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Tinners 
Inorganic Lead 
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egative pressure respirator

M
aint. 
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ATTACHMENT I

SUBJECT: Respiratory Protection Category - Maintenance Crafts

CONCLUSION

Based on the criteria included in the proposed 
Respirator Guideline it is our opinion that all our craft 
jobs should be placed in Category III. Consequently, our 
craftspeople should remain trained and capable of using any 
respirator protection equipment.

The exception to the above expectations will be 
individuals with some type of physical limitation/restriction. 
These individuals are handled on a case-by-case basis now and 
would continue.

SUMMARY

Upon reviewing the criteria for each possible respirator 
risk category several fundemental principles of how we conduct our 
business led us to the above conclusion.

First, our labor agreement permits the process of 
supplementation of one craft by another. This means that although 
a craftsman may be in a relatively low risk craft he may find him­
self being supplemented due to work demands into a craft with a 
much different exposure risk. We therefore find it prudent to 
maintain our craft respirator training at the highest level reason­
ably possible.

Second, our committment to equalizing overtime may assign 
a craftsman from his regularly assigned area to another on short 
notice. The two areas may have much different exposure risks and 
again we try to plan for the most stringent case.

And, thirdly, the principle of a craftsman performing work 
of another craft if it is incidental to the primary task leaves open 
the possibility of exposure not readily evident at first glance.

Therefore, since a majority of our crafts could, for a 
number of reasons, find themselves in a job or activity which falls 
in a more stringent category then their primary craft would indicate 
we feel that a single, consistent, respirator requirement is 
appropriate. This provides the highest degree of safety for the 
people and the highest degree of flexibility for the completion of 
our business.
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Shell Oil Company
Interoltice Memorandum

MARCH 9, 1982

FROM: SENIOR INDUSTRIAL HYGIENIST

TO: SUPERINTENDENT HEALTH AND SAFETY

SUBJECT: RESPIRATOR USE SURVEY

After much discussion and due consideration, a final determination 
of the respirator use requirements for Maintenance North and South 
has been proposed (See attachment). The Maintenance Organization 
has given considerable thought to the process and has concluded 
that all craft jobs are Category III.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

P. J. Snyder

PJS/gri

Attachments

cc: With Attachments

L. V. Ashe 
W. W. Reeves 
ECB Satellite ’ 
PJS Chron
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ATTACHMENT I

SUBJECT: Respiratory Protection Category - Maintenance Crafts

CONCLUSION

Based on the criteria included in the proposed 
Respirator Guideline it is our opinion that all our craft 
jobs should be placed in Category III. Consequently, our 
craftspeople should remain trained and capable of using any 
respirator protection equipment.

The exception to the above expectations will be 
individuals with some type of physical limitation/restriction. 
These individuals are handled on a case-by-case basis now and 
would continue.

SUMMARY

Upon reviewing the criteria for each possible respirator 
risk category several fundemental principles of how we conduct our 
business led us to the above conclusion.

First, our labor agreement permits the process of 
supplementation of one craft by another. This means that although 
a craftsman may be in a relatively low risk craft he may find him­
self being supplemented due to work demands into a craft with a 
much different exposure risk. We therefore find it prudent to 
maintain our craft respirator training at the highest level reason­
ably possible.

Second, our committment to equalizing overtime may assign 
a craftsman from his regularly assigned area to another on short 
notice. The two areas may have much different exposure risks and 
again we try to plan for the most stringent case.

And, thirdly, the principle of a craftsman performing work 
of another craft if it is incidental to the primary task leaves open 
the possibility of exposure not readily evident at first glance.

Therefore, since a majority of our crafts could, for a 
number of reasons, find themselves in a job or activity which falls 
in a more stringent category then their primary craft would indicate 
we feel that a single, consistent, respirator requirement is 
appropriate. This provides the highest degree of safety for the 
people and the highest degree of flexibility for the completion of 
our business.
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Benzene 
- 

Supplied air respirators
and Scott Air Pak used 
in em

ergency conditions.
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Phenol 
M
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or supplied air respirators 

Scott Air 
Pak used in

m
ay 

be required 
on special jobs, 

em
ergency conditions.
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Tinners 
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it. 
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PBC (in transform
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