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Dr. John L. Creech, Jr.
806 Medical Towers
Louisville, FKentucky

Dear Dr, Creech:

I thought you might like to see a copy of
the article on your work that we are plammning to
run., We make every effort to maintain accuracy,
but I would still appreciate your checking this
copy. As this is a news report, not a journal
paper, our publishing the article in no way im—
plies authorization on your part., Although no
one will hold you responsible for what we print,
I know you share our concern that what we print
is accurate. If there are any factual errors,
please call us collect immediately.

I don't like to rush you on this, but our
schedule does not leave us much time. If I don't
hear from you within a week, I will assume that
there are no errors.

If you have not already sent us i1llustrative
material and your photograph, we would appreciate
your doing so. This material can, of course, be

‘returned.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Cordially,
Copy Editor
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None of the patienis with angiosar-
comas hid okin discases that conld be re-

T ) luted (o their vinyl chlonde ornposne. OF
vvyyxweyyilholzyyy - . * 8 cases of acio-ostealysis ohserved hy %
tape 11423 tw . . ) £3r. Creech, no patiems hid any duu.

im ") - hasungs  vimylehlonde o hle liver abnormalitics, '
16.523-X + Becase of the observed circinogenic
L . b activity of vinyl chloride and the acsocia-
("V'C;T" thint cxr;w:w '"l vinyl ""‘:"'f""" ton hetween the planc apd vinions hin
the, rhonomer of dhe plastic polyviny ’ disorders, it scemed Wboly that an -
chboride, may cagse hves canver oy uthier, creased meidence of ska amons ighi be
occnpational disorders may be nuneces- found in exposed woshers However, no
. sary fur present workers, according to two hch erease wirn found, aad there wese ’
piysicians who have been treating worh- 00 shin tunsors inany o} the paticuts with
ers from polyviny) chloride plsnts for sev- amgiosarcomis,  lives  changes, o #—;
t'fié’ years. i wers' heahth \pll}rm -ly that conld be attebuted to
sreater concem for workers hea : vinyt chlonde, Dr. Creech said. T e
and safety and improved controls on ex- L Despite the report of one persun wha
porure levels in the plants nuay have descloped  angiosiwrcoma alter living | -
eliminated the danger before the connec- ) downwind from a pohy vingl chloride plant,
tiun hetwecn vinyl chioride and angiosar- 7T there is probably no danger 1o people liv-
stoma was discovered. Drs. John L.  ing arowmd such plants, he siid,
Creech Jr. of l.um?\’lﬂc_. umf V. K. Since even workers within the plias
. Rowe. of the Dow Chemical Company. o whe worbad within 1 feet of the reaction
Midland. Mich., agreed i separate inter- o~ kettdes have not developed the caneer, i
wc\h”svulh INiera A Al osera Npws, seems that the small amounts of vindd
»hliccu. workers have hcunl rcpm"(cd chloride that might escape 1o the oimside
with angiocrcoma, an exceedingly rare :t"! would have little effect. $he one reported M
cancer thit is always fatul, A more coni- =5

- . . . case was probably a chance uccurrence,
non  candition  associaled  with  vinyl Dr. Creech siggested
chionide exposure s acro-oteolysis, i There s also evidence that angiosar-
skl.n Qnscasc_u'hznr;-c!cl ized hy" blunchingor . . comas produced by vindd chlogide and
pain in the fingers (Ray nand’s syodiome), - other angrosarconias are two dilferent en-
thickened, naodular piatches of skin on the ) tities. Cases that have been reponted bt
hands; and the ihsintegration ot the distad are not reluted to viav! chiloride often huve

bonees of the fineers, et 4 distant matastises of the tumor, most {re-
Pr. Rowe told this newspaper that lgﬂ!z guentty to the lungs.

fuh that present workers in viay} sh'hn ide - None of the paticuts with angiosarcoma
plants do not fuce o very great hazard of @57 - linked 10 vinvi chioride hive  distamt
. S o shin disease he B ) R

énher angiosarcoma or shin discase be-gr, 3 metastases, although ~some  have  hid

T
- Cause exposure levels m most plants atik- prore <pread of the cancer to the fnags by direct
extension, imvading through the dia't-

ing polyvinyl chloride are now much !nwn.rﬂ;,m
hragm. he said.

than they were previonsly.
There have been no reports b vinyl u’“ While this may be small comfort 1o pa-
ticnts who now face o certan death from

chlorule-relited health problems w the E(w
ow plants. where operations have unda- - . "
plat ere operations ha the discase. the absence of metastines las

tained consisienily tow fevels of expaosure. R T
amned con Nm:ly '. d\ caposure peeorven tndicate gnml proRnosis m
Apparently the protective mcasires al- g :

; mher types of cancer.

ready in cffect have heen adequate t pre- @f,\ end
vent  angiosareomit,  acra-osteolysis, ot wl

ERRORS WiLL 8E CORRECTED“

] . &8 dr. jobu b crecch. . 806 mcdicat 1o-
sclerodernig, he said. i wers: Junisville. kentuchy
Dr, Creech, who hias seett aumy of the 3 ' R ’
reported crses of angiosarcani and was Mﬂ:ﬁ

- dr. v K. rowe:r dow chemiicat com-

the first to secognize the assocktion of the gaeo s & pany: mided, nuchi
= NIV Ltnd, nichigan

hver tumots with vinyt chilloride oxposure
sgrecd thaet there is probably 1tle dinger 52—y
{or present waorkens, .

Both the acro-osteotysis and the au-
giosarcomas were fomd mainly i those
waorkers who cleaned ont the reaction bei-
tes, where AIhG levels of vingt chloside
were in the raoge of  hundicds  of
thousands of paris pes unlhnu Woskers in
the same {ob mity ouw e no exposnre
ahaleoesv et because they work with a — T
self-contained  1épiraton,  system that
ciiminates all aunosphesic puitiches of

viny) chioride. be siid. : ’BFG66246




