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Noverber 4, 1971

Mr, Bdwerd L. Ra2b

‘Mznagey of Matarials Engineering

Trensfornay Division, Bldg. 11-223
Goner~l Electric Company
Pittsfield, Massachuscttas 01201

Dsar B4,

I apologi{ze for vy overdue response to the quecations you
asked of Pxul Banignus several wseks ago.

I have attached conies of summarfes of the ncute toxicity
end chronic toxicity studias Mrnsanto has spansored. s
you can sce nothing new has bhean revealed from vhat wve
have known for somo tiaa. '

20 you probably noted in the FDA preas ralessz information

I sent you, Dr. Alhart Kolbyn of FDA concurs with our coinion
that PCB's 2ro not an imminont hazard to humzns or domostic
animals.

The latest information wo hava on the Jxpanese incident

{8 wa2ll summarized in the FDA releasc. Dr. Kolbye indicated
the IDA wis sonding rapresent..tives to Jaszn within two
sweaks to discuns the f{ncident in depth with the Japrnecse
authoritier. In the meantima we have recuzsted from our
Jrnnneso partnsrs holp in securing and translating eppro-
priate documants concerning the incident.

The biograderbility studies at Ru2bon, Vales continue st
thair normzl slow paca with no now information. The studies
continue to eonfirm that the lower chlorinated dbiphenyls

can bhe degracded folirly easilyy tho highor chlorinated isomers
are rasistuont.

In the United Ringdom, Monsanto, vwhich {8 tho sole produecar,
is following the same marketing policy we have sat for the
U.S. Thsarae is no government ban nor do we expect onas. )
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Othor than the news relcasen we iassued in roril snd July,
1970 wo hive not preparad zny to coxbut the recent zdvarso
publicity in the press., Right or wrong it has beon cur :
fealing thnt wa should not bo constently reacting to every
uwntrus statamaont which appecrs. . ‘ T

Our discusszions with emnloyeoss hrva been conducted by tho
suparvigors 2nd foreman in & very informal mannar, there-
fora wa have no fori»]l manuscrint to send vou., Wa haove
bean following ocur policy of being onen z2ni cendid with
cux people. In evory instanca tha respoyne» hag beaen cona
of ralative uneoncarn, primarily heczuss their perasonal
axnerienca with the PCB'g has not indiesatoad that any pro-
ble: oxists,

I hooe this informatinon is useful to you. I again zpologize
for tha delay and I heps I did not cousa any serious in-
convanienco.

Sinceraly,

V. B, Panaaanrgs, Managar
anvircamentsl Protection
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Xttochment

ccs Hr. P. B. Benignus

Mr. T. L. Gnssage
Kr. C. Pzton
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