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Officials Accused of Plen ying g Bolitics

In Apdl, US Secrctary of Health,
Education and Welfare Joscph Calda-

, o zomberly announced that more

than 5.6 muibon Amencans would die
23 3 direct resilt of thew exposiue te
aabestos fibers.

In Scptember, Califang said the re-
sulls of a recent study by the National
Caneer Institute thowed that botwe=m
21 and 33 poreant of all sancer i
cansed by expasire ta carcinogens in
the workplace.

Califany also said that 17 percerit o

all cases of cancer. accarding Lo the
NCI report. can be treced to exposure
to asbestoy

These alarming fligures were e
teased at a politscally advartageous
moment—befare a national mIO
health and sa!e(y meeting 10 Washung-
ton.

Though there 19 almast o doubt that
a strong link exsts betwcen cancer
and exposuce {0 asbestos Libers, thore
is some concern that the govanment

i

is playing the numbers game for paliti-
cal advantage.

For years, industry sources have
been coutending that samewhere
between 1 and § percent of all cancers

are caused in the workplace, Scienlists -

far e Amenican Cancer ety have
Placed the levet bexwcea S and 15 per.
cent.

A {ew sclennists and industry coffi.
cials have charged that this sudden
Jump to as hugh as 38 percent s totatly

unwarranted.

At Jeast one scicust involved in the ¢
NCI study reportedly has backed down
2 Lttde. sayning the Seplember repert
was oaly a “warking drafi" and not
the final word on the subject.

Califang’s assertlon Lhat 17 percent
of all cancsss car be traced to askestos
exposure 1iso drew catidism from
some sclenusivy—at lcast one of whom
presented evidence to Congress that
the figure is closer to | percent,

It is estimated thar 385,000 Ameri-
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With Ash

cans will die of cancer trus year, It
Califano's 17 percest figure is nght, it
wowld mean thal 2,050 of Lthem would
have died because of expasure to as
bestos. If the 1 percent (igure s right,
ibe pumber would be 3,

ced o,

SSIoS

Either way, a lot of pesple are u‘!—‘
voived, But both figures can’t be:
nght—and scientsts contend govern-
ment iicials should not alarm the-*
gblc zatil they're sure what they're
Laliing about. .
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