Tho A5 Castarry AND Suretry CoMPany
- HARTIGE D, CONNECTICUT
AFFiuiaTE &V
AATHA LIFE (NMBUMANMGBE COMPAMY
THE AUTOMOEILE INBUKAMNOCE COMPAMNY
THE STANQARC FimE iNGYRANCE COMPANTY

EHOINEEAING ANS INSPECTION
oRmARTMENT June 2}, 1941

Kr. John A, Hi11l PLAINTIFF'S

Bldager % Hill, G/A.,
Sth Flr., Home Bank Bldg. EXHIBIT
Toledo, Ohio K‘343

Dear Mr. Hill:

He: QOwens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation

I have learned from the field that thare has bYeen consliderable discuyssion
relative to the occupational disease hazard in the use of fiberglaas, .7As you
know, I have besen very much interested in the study of »silicosis over a pericd

of years, aspecially from the ressarch angle, and 1 gan . vary f 4y _that
in all my aggeg;gngg_géugkduuhggﬁjany rsason for atat at fibergles—ia gozp
hazerdou# thag rock wool, elsg wool or asbestos.

I bellave that most articles covering occupationel dlsease expcsure defligitely
warn of the hazards of asbestosis growing out of the use of asbestos, Felative
to Y¥he uge of fiderglas, rock wool or sleg wool, I have discussed this matter
vory thoroughly with our Kedical Department insofar as it appliss to the in-
stallation of glass wool and ite relation to silicosis, and I kpow of no better
answer to give you then their direct statement:

*de may definitely state that this {3 not possible, based upon the
established fact that silicataes of which zlase wool is compossd
will not preduce silicosis or a similaer condition,

Free 3iliee, which when inhaled {n sufficlent quantity will produce
silicosis, ia cne of tke ingrediants of many verietiss of glass.
Howavar, in the manufmcturing process, the free silica chemically
unltes with other substances, lerding to the production of s{lizates,
and glasa {s s solid solution of thees various silicates produced

by the fusion of free silica with metallle oxides, Gless wcol cea-
alsts of zlass in the form of very fine strands,®

or. B, . Sroy, in hisz publication “Attorneys Textbook of Ladicine,” stetes;

Wit 13 ndmitted thet silicon dioxide {s t¢ only subetapnce capable

of producing silicosie,”

I btalieve, frcm the staetements rlvan shive and other findingrs which we ¢un resdily
rlare hefore you, it will bte agreed thet silicoais ¢an nct be produced by silicata

and I, *herafor», sees no rei3on lor the statements thet have already been madse,
insofer as 1l can find, thig

namely, "that fiterglus nroduces atltz2s{s"” becouss,
stntement is contraery to fect,

Tary sinc(?edr ;
w
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EXHIBIT

THE /AETNA CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY A

HARTPORD, CONNECTICUT
AFFiLIATE OF
AAT™NA LIFE INBUMANAOE COMBaAMNY
THE AUTOMOSILE INGURANCRE COMPAMNY
THE STANOCOARD FImL INBURANCGCE COMBAMN'Y

EHMGINETRIMG AND '\ NAPECTIOMN
OEmAMTMENT June 21, 1941

Lkr, John A. H1J1 PLAINTIFF'S
Blésser % Hill, G/A., EXHIBIT
Sth Flr,, Homs Pank Eldg,.
Tolede, Chio

K-343

Dear Mr, H1ll:

Re: Owens-Corning ¥ibergies Corporation

I have lsarned from the field that there has bmen considerable discussion
relative to the occupstionml disemse hazard in the use of fiberglass, A8 you
know, 1 have been vary much intereated in the study of silicosis over s peried
of vesrs, espescislly from the research angle, and I can very frapkly say that

in 211 my expariencs I can not see any reason for stating that fibergles is more
herardous than roeck wool, sleg wool or esbegtos,

I “esliave that most articles covering occupationel disoase exposure definitsly
warn of the hazerds of asbestosis growing cut of the use of ashbestos, DRelative
to the use nf fiberglas, rock wool or sleg wocl, I have discusced this matter
vary thoroughly with our Msdical Department Llnsofar as it applies to the in-
stallation of glass wool =and its relatica to silicosis, and I know of no better
angswer %o give you than their dirsct stetement:

*Jo may definitely atate that this is not possible, besed upon the
eatablished Cact that sllicstas of which zlass wool {8 composed
will not produce silicosis or a similar conditiog,

Free silice, which when inhaled in sufflcient quantity will preduce
silicnsis, is one of tke insredients of many varieties of glass.
Howver, in the manufecturing process, the free silica chemically
unites with other substances, leading to the production of silizates,
and glass (s 8 s0lid snlution of these verious silicates produced

by the fusisn of free silica with metallic cxides, Glass weol cca-
sista cf gless in the form of very fine strands,”

Cr. R, I, %ray, tn hia publication "Attorneys Textbook of Ladicine,” states:
"It {a admitted that silicon Adioxide is the only subetance capable
nf oreducing silicosia.”
I halieve, frem the statements -iven ahbivs and other findingc which »e cun reerditily

rlene hafore you, it will te ezreed that sfllcosis can onot be produced by silicsate:
and I, *herafcre, see no reiinn (cor the statements thet have already been mede,
nomaly, "that fitersias produces silisasis® hececusae, insofer as 1 can flnd, this

statemant i{s contrury to fect,
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