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IZAD INDUSTRY LN DECEMBER 1368

4 largs increase in primary smelter output more than offset declines in sscondi-
ary plant production and metﬁl imports, with the total new supply approximataly
talancing a reducsd consumption, according to the Bureau of Mines, U.S. Department
of the Interior.

Consurmption of lead was 112,100 tons,'a small decline, but 2 percent above *he
average monthly quantity. The preliminary total of 1,319,000 tons for the year
represents a significant recovery from the 1967 slump and was only slightly below
the 19€£ record high.

Smelter output.at primary plants reached the very high level of 55,100 tons wizh
zuch of the increasé:attribu:able to start-up production at the new smelter of :h
Missouri Lead Cperating Co. Production at secondary plents was 42,300 tcns, a
decline from the high quantizies of recent months and the smallest since July.

{ire production remained unchanged at 38,000 tons. General imports of metal

[

declined to 20,400 tons with delivery curtailed after December 20 due to the Zast
Ccast dock strike.
Metal stocks remained at a very low operating level with 15,2C0 tons reported

a7 primary plants and 33,300 tons at consumer and secondary tlants.
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SPreparsd February 28, 1969, in Mineral X




