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Re: My, Walter SIMPSON

Valter Simpson was previously & patient of Dx. Hall who I gathex has mved o
Geraldton,

this patient worked at Wittenoom Sorge but only for about 3 years when he was

a Loco. Driver, underground, He was initially seen hy Dr. Peter Brown the *

Senjior Registrarx. ' Mr. Simpson was certain he had asbestosis but clinically we

were not convinced as he had no crepitations, no clubbing and no significant
X~ray changes., Hig symptoms.were out of proportion te his chest signg and indec

his ventilatory function tests. He had been a vexy heavy smoker. fie also

*had mywmproms - suggestive of shinitie and prick skin tests -were stromjly positive
5¢ there is undoubtedly an atopic element.

[

. Bocause he was convinced he had ashestosis and because a lung screen did in fact
show an unexplained defect in gas transfex, he had an open lung biopay, this she
fibrosing alveolitis, thers was no sign of asbestosis,

¥r. Simpson bas beon told that he hag 3 fibrosis in the lungs, tiat this is
ninimai and that it i3 not related to asbestosis, He Llas also been told that

this appears stationary &t present but that he does need to be seen occasionally

. PLAINTIFF'S for Xwray and lung screen.
EXHIBIT :
% He can neithey read nor write which is a considerable disability these days,

WV-—G“}Z(} He was Z“7ldavy smoker but' I thio: e has now stopped., This is excellent iows
as it lessens his «hance of get 3 lumg cancer particularly as he worked at
Wit ranoon,
Today he again complained of b “hlegssness after a heavy meal and painful swel
below the xiphisternum to the :. . which he thonght was getting bigger. On exa
ination he had a gap Letween hy: 2 “feeti butthore was onliy veyy vadue Qfffuse
thickening on the left and I fuo.  this is within normal physiolegt iimits,

WV 004116



-

T cold him that this was simply slight fatty sweiling and af no congesuence.,

He is & fairly ankious chap, he has 6o iobk, he speeds o lov of time switming and
sometires after swimming he suffers from a blocked nose for some days and I have
therefore preseribed Avil retard to take at nighn on thege oceasions for 3-4
nights.~ I-eold him that-if this helped then you“dould Srobably supply Avil
plain if he visited you in the future but I warned him to take only at night.
Lung screen today still showed a defect in gas transfer but there had beemn. no
change since April ‘79, I have therefore re~assured him that his fibrosing
alveolitis appears guiescent. but I will zee him again in 6 months.

Yours sinterely,
JRNET L. ELOER

Physigian
Depaytment of Respiratoery Hed cine 1.
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