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. g‘..m.n‘. sea-lion rookery: Just how

.Tho PCB Crisis

, the pesti-
cide DDT has been Public Environmen-
tal Enemy Ne. 1. It has been blamed for
the devimetion of a score of bird species,

d § canter in
damned for disrupting the balance
nature. But now it appears that soe

ge may actually have been
inflicted by & class of liquid chemical
thet are used in & variety of

-
cemed that the six to seventeen parts
pumtﬂhof?(:lhiug(mdlu&ho
salmon may discours, com-
ing to that stat L money in
quest of the Ash. In Californis, investi,
tors claim to have found a correlation
tween high levels of PCB in adult female
lions and k bout

£CB through their own food cheins. The
80,000 chickens destroyed a few wesks
ago, for i‘n;dum. got their PCB from
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these mm‘bﬁmm biphenyls, or

PCB as they are known collectively.
PCB has an amazingly wide range of

industrsal uses. Monutacturers of mks  193us

aad pesticides use it as & solvent or ad-

Rooently, because of the current inters

" est in recycling waste products, the com-

mh-hmnhowlnlupl‘nkmu(::

n ma
from discarded paper and other printed
vhnuna peasumably used PCB

& a solvent. Already, US. Food and
Administration investigatorr have

PCB in sa-g 80 sampled baxes

Japanese died after emn& food cooked

PCB contamination, scientists began tak-
ing another look at the sub “It’s

of sealants use it to  Germany, and the Soviet Union). dean of the University of Wisconsln's
:mmwd:m st ey hien  chom M’.‘; T e Vgven " food ooty e
can vei ensen
rwmu.kbdnundulw" graph {an i ':nnp» wudm.u\n mm o
Speraiures, #t & prod ate Lan i hep
whose manufocturing process make use parts) and made the first identifications had mortality rates three to fSive times
of PCB include automobile tires, brake of PCB in tissus of Bsh and birds :ruter than a control group of
- linkngs and pamts, snd {n human hair. Two years later, five ducklings. The resesrchen

that the sub-lethal doses of PCH
reduced the ducklings' natural body
fensive mechanisms sgainst disesse.
For its part, Monsanto says it has
continued sales of PCB to users for wi
itable substi could be found.
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search b st the US, and
Wildlife Center in Denver, “that much of
the | ! once at-

ible,” Dr. Milton Friend, -
poss| Says on B a re
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beoakfast , crackers and bread
orumbe, maceron! and noodles, smack

chips, chocolate, cocos and dried-mitk
s,

product:
The chemicsl has also been found in
commescial poultry and wildlife; in the
t three months, some 50,000 turkeys,
chickens and 00,000 eggs have
be jed bocause they con-

-“tained PCB levels far in excess of the

foderally sllowsble standard of 5 parts

© por wmi in Michigan, tourist and
sports: [ are  con-
P .
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tributed to DDT has been
caused by PCB, or PCB in combination
with DDT." He was quick to add, how-
ever, that DI’ ivmains definitely on the
list of dangerous contaminants.

For the moment, the ¥DA said, thers
is no indication that PCB in the contain-
ers is contaminatiug the contents. The
FDA thinks that pmhlSlJ the only way
humans could be. aflicted by the chemi.
cal would be by consuming inordinately
large quantities of animal or vegetable
products that had somebow absorbed
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officials insisted that an outright ban oa
PCB would not be feasible.

They them were startled when told
by seporters that s voluntary ban has
been in force in England since March., “1
hate to say this,” said one FDA scientist
later in private, "but PCB is everywhere,
And we really don’t know if we should—
or should not—-be slarmed.”
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