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Bovember 4, 1971

Mr., Bdwerd L. Ra2b

Mznagey of Matarials Bngineering
Trensforney Division, Bldg., 11-223
Gonernl Electric Company
pittsficld, Mnssechusatts 01201

Danr B4,

I apologize for my overdus response to the quecstions you
asked of P>ul Banignus several weeks ago.

I have attached conies of summaries of the ncute towvicity
end chronic toxicity studiss Mrnsanto has sponsored. s
you can see nothing new has bean revealed from what we
have known for soma tiaa,

2a9 you probably noted in the FDA press ralersz information

I sent you, Dr. Alhart Kolbyo of FDA concuxs with our cninion
that PCB's aro not an imminent hazard to humans or cdomostic
animals,

The lztest information wo hava on the Jxpanese incident

is well summarized in the FDA releasc. Dr. Kolbye indicated
the I'DA wirs sonding represent.tives to Jaomn within two
woaks to discunss the incident in depth with the Japynese
authoritier, In the mesntimy we have recussted from our
Jrnanesa partnzre holp dn securing and translating eppro-
priaste documants concerning the incident.

The biogradebility studies at Ruzbon, Wales continug et

thair normal slow pacs with no now information., Tho studies
continue to econfirnm that the lowar chlorinated biphenyls

can be degraded fairly easilyy the highor chlorinated isomers

"are resistonte

In the United Fingdom, Monsanto, which §s ths solae prolducor,
is following the same marketing policy we hoave sst for the
U.S. Thsre is no government ban nor do we expect ono.
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Othor than the neweg releanen we issued in rpril snd July,
1970 wo hava nnt preparad wny to coahbit the recent adverno
publicity &n the prers. Right or wrong it hos beon our
feeling thnt wa should not ho constently reacting to every
wntruas statemaont which appecrs. T

our discussions with emnloyeos hrva been conducted by tho
supervisors and foremawn in & very informal mimnar, there-
fore wa have no fnriac]l manuscrint ¢o sond vou., Wa have
bean follewing ocur policy of being open e cendid with
cux pendle. In evory instanca tha reapones has bean onae
of ralstive unceoncarn, orimarily heczusn theisy parsonal
axnerienco with tho PCB'g has not indicstad that any pro-
ble: oxists.

¥ hooe this information ig usaful to you, I egain epologlize
for tha delay and I heps I did not cousa any serious in-

econvaniencos

Sincexaly,

W, B, Pannaaonrgs, Managor
anvircnmentesl Protection

WEP/bt
Xttochment

ccs Mr., P B. Benignus

Mr, T, L. Gnosage
Mr. C. Patpn
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