March 3, 1945

Captain Aifred 2. Gilman,

Chief , rharmacology ZSection,
Medlcal research Laboratory,
Chemical Wurfare Tervice, _
I'dgewood Arsenal, Maryland. ~

Dear Captain Gllman:

I wrote you a letter a few days ago sbout tetraethyl leed, \
and the receipt of & copy of Dr. Sorcos! letter this morning ~
reminded me of an omission from my letter which I had '
intended to correct.

What I wanted to do was to call your attention to the fact
thet intoxication by tetraethyl lead is a very different o
affair from that produced by inorganic chemical lead come o
rounds. I am responsible for the statement made some years
ago and recorded in one of our artlicles,that the toxicity of
tetraethyl lead is to be abiribuled to 1ts lead content, and
that the intoxication induced thnereby I1s in a {undamental
sense, lead intoxicatlon. On the other hand, the type of
intoxication that 1s seen 1in experimental animals and in nmen
is quite different In that 1t is aivays an acute Intoxicatlon
of the Ceniral Nervous System. Il 1g one of the best examples
I know of of chemical intoxication with cnly =slight terminal
evldences oi tllassue destructlion. YTor this reason ii may e
that your experimental findings will have little relaticnship
to the problem of lead poisoning as 1t is commonly seen In
connection with inorganic lead compounds. I am quite sure that
this point would have occurred to you without any stimulus from
ne, out on the other hand, I do feel that it is worth while to
mentiocn this point. Needless to say, I shall be very much
interested in the cutcome of your observations and I hope that
I may have the opportunity scmetime of learning about them.

I can assure you that this 1s much more than a matter of
acadenmic Interest, for desplte our vest efforts, cases of
tetraethyl lead poisoning occuyr from time to time, and when
they cccur, thelr outcome 1z always somewhat dublous.

Sincerely yours,

I.obert A. Kehoe, MHe Do
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