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THE OCEAN SHIPOWNERS’ GROUP JOINT COMMITTEE
Telegrams—"TRAFFIC PHONE LONDON" 
Telephone—ROYal 8131

Shipping Federation House, 
146-150 Minarles,

The J ec re ta ry , Turner « b ew a il, A sbestos House, Fountain S tr e e t ,  .‘.'unei ie s t e r , 2 .

Dear d ir ,

LONDON, E.C.3.

29th J u ly ,  1965.

A3BE3T03 Un ^AOS
I ohould f i r s t  ex p la in  th a t  the Ocean .Shipowners Croup J o in t  Corn i l t t e e  is  the  jo in t  in d u s t r ia l  body re sp o n sib le  fo r  working co n d itio n s  w ith in  the Ocean Trudes of tne Tort of London.
At the p re se n t tim e , bo th  s id e s  are  concerned over the p o ss ib le  r i s k  of men su s ta in in g  n s b e s to s ia ..Vhilst fo r  some years th is  f e a r  has e x is te d ,  i t  has been brought to  a head in  th e  P o rt o f London re c e n t ly ,  fo llo w in g  gongs employed on a p a r t i c u la r  v e sse l o b ta in in g  a m edical opinion fo r  them selves from D r. Donald Hunter o f the  M iddlesex H osp ita l Medical 3choo l, and a copy of the l e t t e r  w ritte n  by the l a t t e r  i s  en c lo sed .
3inco the gangs concerned obtuinud th is  ad v ice , tne d isenargo of A sbestos on th e  v e sse l has been r e s t r i c t e d  to  qpproxim ately one ton  per h o u r, the  men be in g  su p p lied  w ith 3 iebe Oorman Masks Mk.4*

O

As when the d iich e rg e  of th e  bags of Anbostoa lu com pleted, a c e r ta in  amount of du st w i l l  rem ain , 1 t la  underatood Dr. Hunter hna adv ised  th e  men to  co n tinue wearing the masks and con tinue  the d isch arg e  of the o th er commodities a t  a reduced output*
You w ill  a p p re c ia te  t .ia t th is  w i l l  have a grave a f fe c t  on the im porting  o f  A sbestos through the P ort o f London.
Following a d e c is io n  of th e  J o in t  Committee, a C onsu ltan t Bio-Chomist i s  a t  th e  p re se n t time examining the dust count in  the atmosphere of sh ip s ' holds du ring  the
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course of d ischarge of t..e  various types of bass v/nich are im ported . I t  i s ,  of co u rse , reasonable to  expect t;;a t o;.e of the fe a tu re s  of h is  Report w i l l  be concerned w ith  a recommendation 03 to  the  b e s t type of bug to  be used .Tie questL'on o t i l l  re g a in s ,  however, as to  whether -  whatever i s  con ta ined  in  the Report -  the men w ill  accep t the conclusions re a d ie d , in  face of the  op inion h e ld  by Dr. H unter. Indeed, i t  may be necessary  to  submit our Bio-Chem ists Report to  a Doctor fo r  fu r th e r  comment, and i t  would a s s i s t  me g re a tly  i f  you could  advise me of an eminent D octor, who m ight, even in  the f a c t  o f D r. H u n te r's  v iew s, give an o p in io n .
In so fa r  an the Docks are  concerned , i t  is f e l t  by some Members o f my Committee th a t  tne rick  of .obostosia  io  f a r  g re a te r  in  the p ro cessin g  in d u stry  than to  dockers, who a re  only in  co n ta c t w ith th is  commodity in  sm all q u a n ti t ie s  fo r  abort d u ra tio n s  a t  in fro q u en t in te r v a l s .  I t  has tn erefo ro  occurred to  mo th a t  as p rocesso rs  o f Aobeotoa F ibre you w ill  have a v a ila b le  to  you co n s id e rab le  m edical inform ation on th e  r i s k s  of A sb esto o is , bu t t h i s  may, of co u rse , be l im ite d  to  the circum stances under which your men are employed.
i t  ti.e  same tim e , i t  la f e l t  t n s t  you might be able to  provide mo w it.i some u se fu l ln fo r  la tio n  on your experience and p o sa ib ly  comment on the riBkB dockers might ru n , to g e th e r w itu  any o th e r u se fu l in fo rm ation  wnicn you tn ink  may be o f a s s is ta n c e  to  me. I t  might even be u se fu l to know to  what ex ten t your employees have su ffe re d  w ith  A sb es to s ie , i f  such in fo rm atio n  can be mode a v a i la b le .

W hilst the ienue a t  p resen t i s  r e s t r i c t e d  to  the handling  of the raw A sb esto s , i t  has boon In d ica te d  b,v one Trade Union th a t an approved mask should bs worn even when hundling the manuPaoturod p ro d u c t, such as s h e e ts ,  p ip e s , e t c .  W hilst I  p e rso n a lly  f e e l  th a t  th i s  view has been taken in  tho p re sen t o llm ate of grave fo a r  over the raw m a te r ia l  and thus may not become a problem . I t  w il l  be u se fu l i f  you cou ld  a lso  comment on th is  aspect*
Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

(D. L. Bo>n e t t ).lecretury


