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Vegetarian couple awaits word
on their contamination from PCB

LAFAYETTE, Colo. (AP) —- A vegetarian couple,
who moved to a [arm near here five years ago
seeking a cleaner environment, won't know until
Tuesday or Wednesday whether they have been
weriously contaminated with the dangerous chemical
PCB.

“We'll find out Tuesday or Wednesday,” Wayne
Darling, 32, said Sunday, "We don't know what to do
‘till then except wait. The Bouider County health
deperiment couldn't tell us how much the concentra-
tions were. They said they found traces of it
(pulychlorinated biphenyl) in the breast milk {from
my wife and the chickens."

Darling and his wife, Marie, 29, had been told .
they would get an answer Sunday on the levels of PCB
found in their chickens and Mrs. Darling’s breast
milk.

Darling said Sunday that health authorities told
him ‘“quantitative measurements” still were ot
available from the tests.

*] would ssy we're in limbo. My wife is very
worried. The worse thing Is we're trying o live a
clean life. My wife quit smoking before the baby
Matthew, 1. was born and she breasifeeds him . . .
he's our biggest concern,” Darling said.

Source of the PCB is 17 barrels of the chemical
that had been stored for years against the barn on the
farm they rent in the rolling plains between Denver
and Boulder at the foot of the Rocky Mountains.

* Darling said he knew the barreis contained PCB
but only last weck, watching a Public Broadcasting
System program, did be discover the chemical was
dangerous.

‘When he wrote Monaanto Agricultural Products

two or three years ago, ' Monsanto said it was banned
by the feds but didn't tell me it was hazardous to our
.. health,” Darling said.

Health suthorities erecied s chain-link fence
2 around the ol drums after discovering some were
lesking and plan to move the chemical soon to Idaho

"

v Robert W. of the US. |
¥ Prolection “really significant" amounts

 found e
of PCB were around the barrels and that the oil
shouid be removed.
The EPA banned PCB earlier this year. State
" health officials say PCB's effects can be cumulative
and mot immediately apparent. PCB was used for
latl lectrical transfe and other ap-
. paratus where extreme beat is present.

B AAEKEd

!

Darling said the leakage around the barrels is not
apparent 1o the eye because “‘the grass and the
srnnowtrs grow up around them like every place
else.”

Before the fence went up, he said his cows and
chickens grazed and fed around the barrels often.

Although professed vegetarians. Darling said his
{amily eats the eggs and they do drink the cows’ milk.

“¥'m also concerned because there are places all
over the country like ours where there may be theve
oid barrels and people don’t know what’s in the
barrels . .. and Monsanto doesn't scem to be lisble
for the stuff,” Darling sald. .
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1 N (UPl) — PCB wus isolated in bruwn
peilcans, baid esgle aggs and cow’s milk i the early
19708 and Utah State Universily researchers found
evidence st the time that ene mixture of the chemicai
produced abnormalities in thwecta.

The researchers — Nabil Youssef, William A.
Brindiey, and C. Street — sald that
polychlorinated biphenyl fed 1o house fly larue
eaused changes in the testes of the inverts. PCB wam
recently found in egys In Montana, Utah and Sdaho
and chicken farmers velumarity destroyed hundreds
of thousands of chickens ts prevent contaminativon of
humans.

The chemical is used as & colant in electricul
equipment such as gewersturs. Long-term expusure
can cause liver probleras and lesions n humaons.

The USU rescarchers said their studics showed
thut vome trout fed the flies which were contami-
naled with the mixture.— Anwclor 1254 — des eloped
minute physiological chunges.

The larvae of the flies were injuctod with the
mixture while othegs were impregnuted with acetune
for control purposes

Day-old male flics were immobilized and disece-
ted. Examination with  /nicroscope showed that the
spermatids nuclel of the flies treated with the PUB
falied w divide.
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