Dr, Psul B, Hewcomb
Defiance
Chio

Dear Paul -

I have Jjust seen today
a man naned WP v:0 nas a polyneuritis of
long standing and who was sent to me by the Indus~
trial Commisgsion of Ohio for an opinion as to whether
or not his present condition is due %o his occupation,
and speclally whether or not it was due to lead
absorption, ©On the history of exvosure and from the
courge of his dlsease, I am disposed to doubt that
lead is in any way concerned with his illness, and
at this time 1t would scarcely be expseted that a
stigma of lead absorption would aprear, Consequently
I am bound ito base my oninion chiefly on the occups-
tional history unless I can obtain some other evidence,
Hr tells me that you saw hinm Guring an esarller
peria Sf hisg illness and that you sent him o Ann
Arbor for study. I would like very much to know whether
any clinical evidence of lead absorption was lound either
ty you or by the ﬂeanle wHO 8ay ﬁim at Ann Arbor, I
would apprreclate very mich any. 1nf0rm“tion ‘that you
can give me for I shall be very glad to give this man
the benefit of any doubt in “elatisﬁ Lo induaﬁrial
compensation, .

- : Ag you probz blg know, lead
exnosure - among g&raga méchanics 1s not very great.

I have never seen a ¢ase of lead polsoning in a garage
mechanlec except as 1t was agsoclsted with work on stlorage

By batteries or uhless there wag an unusual amount of car-

body work- involving extenaive goldering operations and
paint Jjoba, - This man. gave no hiatory ¥ any unusual
. adtivities as a garage meshanie, although he 418 lay

5; ”acme stress on the use.of leadsd gasoline for wsshing
. :parts, The lasd exvosure involved in such operations
. 1g so utterly negligible that 1t 1s not contelvable

that lead poisanﬂng'aould have deV9lcped the*efram.
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Despite all this negaﬁive evi&ence, if I eould find
some aeeent&bla clinical basis for the belief thst
he abssrbea gignificant guantitlies of lesd, I wonld
be pleaged to call attention to it as a basis for

| . some compenation % him,

S Hith kiaﬁeat,peraon&l
regardas, I am . .

. Sincerely yours, -

RAZils -  Robert A, Kenoe, .0,

DR
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