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Proposal for a Council Directive on the collection, regeneration and/or dennlcuon of

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB's)

(Submitted to the Comncil by the Commission on 13 February 1975)

FHE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

~
Having regard to the  Treaty cstabluhm; the
Evwropean Economic C ity, and inp 1

.
© Community action with respect to wastes whose

treatment,  for  reasons of - toxicity  and
non-degradability, requires solutions transcending the
ional framework;

Article 235 thereof;
Having regatd to the proposal from the Comlﬁiuion;

Having, regard to the Opinion of the Edropean
Pacliament;

Ilaving regard to the Opinion of the Economic md
Social Commissec;

Whercas PCR's |m-crnl hazards, which are widely
recognized as being harmful 1o human health and the
envitonment; - whereas  these  substances  must
therefore be controfled at cach stage of their use;

Whercas the Council Directive of .. ........ on the
approximation  of the laws, regulations and
administrative provisions  of the Member States
lchunr. to restriction of the sale and use of certain

e and  preparati already
vvslncu he use of these substances to certain
categorics of applications;

(

Whereas the Council Directive of ., . . relates 1o
the disposal of wastes in gencral, whereas it is
necessary to create [or particularly dadgerous wastes
special arrangements offering every guatantee that
humnn hullh and the environment will be

Whereas  Regutations 8 to
regencration  and‘or  destruction of PCB's  are
necessary in order 10 atiain within the fr k of

ded against harm{ul effects from these wastes
m from uncnmrn"rd abandonment or dumping;
PC such a case;

the commun marker the ohjectives of the Community
in the ficlds of improvement of Iivmg conditions,
h.mnnmmn nlrvrlnpmun of cconomic  activitics

I the C ity and and
balanced gupansion; whercas the necessary powers
have not hven provided in the Treaty;

\l’lmns lhc programme o' action of the European

ics on the_envi d by the
lencll ol the European Commumues and the
representatives of the Goveraments of the Member
States, mecting within the Council, in the declaration
of 22 November 1973 ('), recognizes the need for

[§] 0] No C 112, 20. 12. 1973,

Whercas, in ordes 10 avoid as far as possible the cisks
of dispersion into the enviconment, it is desirable that
the Membtee States take the nccessiry measures to
make mandatory the clnrlng and collection of wasie
PCB's or of PCH's in equipment no longer in use
where the design of this equipment permits recovery
of such PCB's;

Whereas provision thould alto be made for the
setting up or designation by the Mcmber States of

‘one or more houdics or undertakings o be sesponaible

for the collection, regeneration and/or destruction of
PCB's; whereas anyone in possession of PCB's which
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polychlorinated  biphenyls o mixtures
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I wishes 1o dispose of st haold them at the
disposal uf such bodics o undcriakings,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:
Atticle |

For the purposes of this Dicective ‘PCB's' means

2. e shall bear that ponion of the treatmient costs
which those bodies or wndertakings are unable to
recoup by utilization o1 disposal of the waste PCIs.

Artrcle 6

polychlorinatied  biphenyls — and  polychlorinated
terphenyls.

Article 2 ','
The Member Staes shall take the necessary nicasures
10 prohibit the wncomralled discharge, dumping and
deposit of PCH's and of objeas and  cquipment
containing them.

Article 3

1. The Member Staies shall take the necessary
measures 10 cnsire that the collection, regenesation
or destruction of waste PCB's, or of PCB's contained
in objects’ or cquipment no longes in use takes place
under conditions which preclude any risk or harns to
human health and the environment.

'
2. The Member States shall take the “necessary
measutes 10 make compulsory the  cdeating and
willection of waste PCR's, and of PCB's comained in
cquipment no longes in use where such equipment is
s0 designed as to permit their recovery.

Article 4

Far the purposes of Articles 2 andd 3 of this Directive,
cach Member State shall set up or designate one or
mure competent bodies or  undertakings 10 be
responsible for the callection, regeneration and/or
destinction of PUK's.

Article §

1. Anyone in passession of PCW's which he wishes
10 dispose of shal) hold them at the disposal of the
budics or wndestakings referved to in Article 4.

The Member States shall lay down the special
provisions with whith thuse in possession of PCB's
and the bodies or undertakings responsible foe the
collection, regeneration and/or destiuction of PCB's
must comply pisesiant 1o Acorcles 2 and 3

Article 7

Every three years cach Member State shall compile a
report on the position as 1 PCB ireamment in its
teeritory and shall forwand icw the Commission, The
Commission shall Jorward it 10 the vther Member
States.

Article 8

The Member States shall bring into  force the
measures necessary to comply  with this Directive
within 24 mombs of i notification  and  shall

forthwith infoem the Commission thereof.

Article 9

Following notification of this Directive, the Member
States shall inform: the Commission, in sufficient time
for it to submit its comments, of all proposed laws,

" regulations or adnunistrative provisions which they

intend to adopt in the ficld covered by this Directive.

Aticle 10

This Directive is addiessed 1o the Member States.
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- having regard 1o the proposal from the C ission of the Eurepean Canunanitics co the € ouncil of Ogtober
1973, :

~ having regard to the Opinion on this proposs! sdopted by the European Parliament on 14 Alarch 1970 (LN

— having regard 1o the subsequently amended proposal from the Commission of 12 August 19740,

1. Recalls the Couneil's resolution of 22 March 1971 on Economic and Monctary Vinum, in svhih the s -
mion system of value added 1ax plays an extremely importane role;

2. Stresses ako the budgetary significance af this sixeh Directive, since, pursiane 1o Acticle 4 of the Dui-
sion of 21 April 1970, by 1 January 1975, thé budget of the Conmumities was 10 bave been financel ennrely
fromm awn resarerces im.lmlinf thuse acerng from vilue added tax and vbiained by applying 4 tate newseseed-

ing 1% 1o a wnfosnr bawis of assessment; ~ .-
f

3. Considers it intolccable that in the present circumstances the derogasion provided for in Arucde 4 of this
Ducision should continie to apply, to the detriment of the Commnity;

4. Canot avoid the impression that the kenguhy procedute in the Connal 1s duc 1o the alsence ol pelitical
will; .

S, Expects the Councll to take a decision withoue delay 1o the effect that the Dircctive may cnter int force oo
later than 1 Juntiary 1976, so that the, Community -- since the Mumber States widl icqguire sone time to sdjust
their legislativn afsee the adoption of this Directive in the Council — has gennine own resoueces on ) January

1977 at the lates,
|

6. lastructs its President 10 forward this resolution to the Council and Commrssiom of the Eurapean Commy-
nities and tu the G and Pardi of the Member States.

" (') O No C 80, 5. 10. 1973, p. .

1) O No € 40, 8. 4. 1974, p. 34,
) Of No C 121, i1, 10. 1974, p. .

bi on poly ipheny

folloswi (T ined

Altecr Me Radoux had spoken, Parliament adopted the g re
in the report drawn up by Mrs Elisabeth Orth on bebalf of the Committee on Public
‘Health and the Environment on the proposal from the Commission of the Furopean
Communities 10 the Council {(Doe, $10/74) for a Dircctive on the colfection, regencration
and/or desteuction of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB’s) — (Duc. 117/75): .
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. RESOVUTION '
A © ewbundying the Opinion of the Firopean Pasliament on the propacal (rom the Gommitsion of

the Furopean Communities 10 the Council for a Dircctive on the collection, regeneration
snd/or destruction of polychlorinated hiphenyls (PCB's)

The Fmopean Parliament,

-~ having regard tw the prposal from the G ission of the Furopcan C st the Council{?),
- l\mmr been mnmhcd by the Council pursuant m Article 235 of the FEC Tremy (Do, S1t/74),

‘= having sepmd vhc repore of the Committee on Public Peslth and the Epvicamment amd the Opmmn of the
Conmittee on Feonamic and Monctary Affaies (Doc. 117/75),

1. Considers the Conmmission’s proposal fn! R discctive a useful and nccessary instrument for achieving better,
more cffcctive protection of public health and the environment;

2 Nates with satisfaction that dhe present proponl constitutes one of the urgent measuses 1o be uitn under
the Lutopean (.nmnumt() < programe of action on the environment;

1. Notes with saticfuction that the Furopean Community, in.this Directive, follows the decision of the Conneit
of the OECD on e protection of the envitonment by control of polychlorinated biphenyls;

4. Tepee the Commussion to encse that the provisions 1o bc established by the Member States for bodies
sesponsible for PUR tecatnwent, shoubhd not Ind 10 reduced cfficiency on the pm of such enierprises or (o distor-
Jtion of competition comfivions;

5. Agrees with the proposal thae pact of the ireatment costs shoukd be bore by the peeson or enterprise wigh-
ing to dispose of PUB's, since this complics with the ‘polluter pays’ principle;

6, Urges the Commission to cnsure that the deadline of 24 monthe for the innduction of provisions wnder
this Directive commenvimg nn_ 1 October 1975, is sirictly obscrved to avoid finther delay in theie enforcement;
'

Riquests the Commission, pusswant to Anticle 149 (2 of du EEC Treaty to nuke the (ull-mmg amend-
Mt m propuosal: . . .
R Requests its appeoptiate committee to check casefully whether the Commicsion of the Enropean Communi-
tivs adopts the § wopean Pacliament’s amendiments 10 its propasal and, i necessary, to repost on this marer to
Pasliamnt,

o0 O No € 49, 1. 3, 1975, . t o

TEXT PROFOSED BY INE COMMISSION
OF YHE FRROMAN COMMUNITIES ("1 TLAT AMENDED 8Y T35 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

: Tvehlasi: 9

‘ Councit Directive on the collection, reg and/or d ion of poly
biphenyls (PCB's)

'I‘rcamhlc, tecitals and Articles 1 to 6 nnchaf\'gcd
920
NS 056

) Yor ull texe, sece O) Nu € 49, 1.3, 1928, p. 1.
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Official Joumal of the Emopean Commmities

LA

TEXT PROPOSED RY THE C OMMISMON
OF THE EUROPIAN COMMUNITIES

TEXT AMENDUT BY THE FURGH AN FARLIAMS 124

Article 7
Fvery three yeare each Member State thall compile 2
seport on the position as 1o PCB treatment in its

territory and shall forward it to the Commission,

The Commission shall forward it to the other
Member States.

Article 8

The Member States shall bring into force the

measures necessary o comply with this Directive -

within 24 monthe of its notilication and  shall
forthwith inform the C ion thereof.

Article 7

Every three yeare cach Member State shall compic »
tepore on the pasition as 10 PCB tremtment v i
territory and shall forward it to the Commiscion

The Commiscion shall forwaid to the other Member
States, the Council and the Furopean PPatliament a
report on the application of the Directive in the

- various Member Staces.

Article ® ~

The: Member  States shall beiog im0 1 (¢ the
measures necessary to comply with this Dircetive
within 24 months of its notification, 1 Octivher 1978
being  established as the Iatest date for snch
notification, and  shall  forthwith  inform  the
Commission thereof.

Articles 9 and 10 unchanged

Speed limits in the (FC

Mr Nybon immoduced 1w motion for a resolution
which he had tahled on hehalf of the Cominiltee on
Regional Palicy aml Traneport on speed limits within
the European 1 conomic Community (Doc. 118/75),

“The following spoke: Mr Seefeld on hehalf of the
Sacialist Geoup and Me Simonet, Vice-President of
the Commission.

Partiament then proceeded to vote on the motion for
a resobutien,

Mr Secfckd had tabled amendment No 1 on the firse
indent of the preamble: he now moved this
amendivent,

)

Mr Nyborg spoke.

Amendment No | was ad )

Parliament adopted the first indent, accordingly
modified.

Farkiament then adopted the sccond, third and fourth
indents. :

On the fifth indent of the preamhle, M Seefehd had
tabled ameudiem No 2. which he now moved

Mr Nyborg spuke.
Amendment No 2 was adopted.

Parliamemt adopted the  hith indem, accordinglv
modified.

Parliament  then  adopted the sixth and «eeenth
indents of the preamble, then paragraph 1.

1

~On paragraph 2, Me Secfeld had tabled mendment

No 3 which he now moved.
.
Mt Nyborg spoke.
Amendment No 3 was rejected.

Parliament adopted paragraph 2, then parar iphs 3
to S. ' :

The following resolution was adopied:
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