
E t h y l  Ga s o l i n e  Co r p o r a t i o n

Resea r ch : L a bo r a t o r ies  

723 Ea st  Mil waukee  Avenue

De t r o it , Mic h ig a n

F ebruary  28 , 1935

Dr. R.A. Kehoe 
C o lleg e  o f  M ed ic ine 
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  C in c in n a t i  
C in c in n a t i ,  O hio.

D ear Bob:

Yory many th an k s  f o r  you r l e t t e r  o f  t h e  2 5 th  and you r 
te le g ra m  o f  to d a y . I  v e ry  much r e g r e t  t h a t  I  am u n a ble  to  a c c e p t 
you r i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  w eek-end . U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  I have a p r io r  
engagem ent, and in  a d d i t io n  have j u s t  r e tu rn e d  from an e ig h t  day 
t r i p  i n  t h e  B ast and I  am d e luged  w i th  w ork . I  sh o uld , how ever, 
v e ry  much l i k e  to  come down fo r  th e  w eek-end o f  th e 9 th  i f  t h a t  
i s  s u i t a b le .  P le a s e  t e l l  L u c i l l e  t h a t  I  am g o ing  to g e t v e ry  much 
r e s te d  up b e fo re  I  v i s i t  th e  Kehoes a s  I  g a th e r  I sh a l l  need  a good 
d e a l  o f  endurance to  be a b le  to  s tan d  a l l  th e  re p rov a l  I e x p e c t to  
re c e iv e  from  h e r .

I  hope th e  s ta i n l e s s  s t e e l  tu rn s  o u t to  b e  a su c c e ss  in  
th e  r a b b i t t  t r a y s .  By th e  tim e you havp tun  a p re l im ina ry  t e s t  on 
th e  p ie c e  o f  m a te r ia l  I  fo rw arded  I  ex p ec t to  have th e  scheme f o r  
w e ld in g  a com plete t r a y  a l l  w orked o u t .

A ttach ed  i s  a copy o f  W righ t F i e ld ’ s r e p o r t  on supposed 
p o iso n in g  from  Sfthyl g a s o l in e  a t  th e  San A n ton io  Air D epot. A ttach ed  
a ls o  i s  copy o f  my l e t t e r  o f  acknow ledgm ent t o  th e  A ir  C orps.

U n less  I  am much m is ta k e n , t h i s  i s  m ere ly  a n o th e r  case  o f  
c o n fu s in g  g a s o l in e  d e r m a t i t i s  w i th  p o s s ib le  e f f e c t s o f  E th y l f l u i d  
i n  such g a s o l in e .  I f  I  am m is ta k e n  a l l  th e  t r o u b le  you have ta k e n  
w i th  me in  t h e  p a s t  i h  such m a t te rs  has been  w a s ted .

W ith -b e s t  vd. she s ,  I  am

S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,

S.D . Heron
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5ÜE-L0ÎEES' ALLEGED TO HAYS BEEN ' INJURED THRU CONTACT 
WITH GASOLINE»

Name D e s ig n a t io n

A irp la n e  Dope W orker

D ate o f  
In ,ju ry

6 -2 5 -3 4

D iag n o s is  and Causé Time o f f
£rom w ork .

D e rm a t i t is ,  a c u te ,  None
s e v e re , b o th  hands and 
fo re a rm s . Due t o  work­
in g  w i th  g a s o l in e ,  k e r ­
o sene and o th e r  c o a l  
t a r  p ro d u c ts .

Auto M echanic 6 -1 9 -3 4  D e r m a t i t is ,  a c u te ,  m od., 3 d ay s , 
a l l  f i n g e r s ,  b o th  hands 
cau sed  by d a i l y  c o n ta c t  
w i th  E th y l g a s o l in e  on 
a u to  p a r ts  on w h ich  he
w o rk s.

U n sk i. L aborer 8 -2 4 -3 4

M otor M echanic 6 -3 -3 0 .

M a c h in is t  H e lp e r 9 -29 -31

U n sk l. L abo rer 6 -2 2 -3 4

A irp .E ng .M echan ic  12-12-33

(N ote: I n  each  in s ta n c e  an p lo y ees w ere 
c a u tio n e d  n o t  to  come i n  c o n ta c t  
’w ith  g a s o l in e  d u r in g  re c o v e ry  p e r io d . )

K £  , . . o p i ? 1 9 l

D e r m a t i t is ,  g e n e ra l  over None
b o th  fo rearm s and d o rsa l  
s u r fa c e  o f  b o th  hands.
Caused by w ash ing  a i r p la n e  
p a r t s  in  g a s o l in e  from  day 
to  day ,.

S k in  i r r i t a t i o n ,  b o th  None
fo re a rm s . Caused hy g as­
o l in e  used  i n  w ork.

I n f e c t io n ,  d o r s a l  s u r ­
f a c e ,  m id . p h a la n x , 
f o u r th  f i n g e r ,  l e f t .
Caused by w ashing en­
g in e  p a r t s  i n  g a s o l in e .

D e r m a t i t is ,  a c u te ,  se v e re  None
g e n e ra l  b o th  hands and 
a rm s. Caused by c le a n in g  
p a r t s  i n  g a s o l in e  and 
k e ro se n e .

A b ra s io n , m i ld ,  p la n ta r  7 d ay s, 
s u r f a c e ,  r i g h t  f o o t .  2 .
C e l l u l i t i s ,  a c u te ,  non­
s u p p u ra t iv e . Caused by 
g a s o l in e  seep in g  th ru  shoes 
w h i le  s ta n d in g  i n  l i t t l e  
p o o ls  o f  i t  form ed on f lo o r  
w h i le  u s in g  i t  t o  wash m o to rs .
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D e s ig na t io n

Sheet' M eta l W orker

S h ee t M eta l w o rker

C 0 P Y

D ate o f  
I n j u ry

D iag n o s is  and Cause Time o f f
from  work

1_3_30 D e r m a t i t is ,  Trau m a tic , Hone 
C h ro n ic , Mod, S ev e re ,
Caused by i r r i t a t i o n  
from  m u r ia t ic  a c id.

4 -3 -3 3  Recu rren ce  o f  ab o v e. lo ne  
However, t h i s  t ime, can- . 
p lo yee  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  i r ­
r i t a t i o n '  was due t o  b u rn s 
o r  in f e c t io n s  from  E th y l 
le a d  d e p o s i ts  on g a s o l in e  
ta id cs , w hich he r e p a i r s  in  
th e  S h ee t M eta l D epartm ent, 
Physician gave d ia g n o s is  t h i s  
t im e  a s : " De rm a t i t is ,  d orsa l  
su r fa c e  h an d s, cau se  unknown."

The fo re g o in g  are  some o f  th e  co m para tive ly  re c e n t  ca se s  o f  in ju r y  a l le g e d  
to  be due to  t h e  e f f e c ts  o f  e th y l  le a d  g a s o l in e  p o iso n in g. Time -would n o t p e rm it 
t r a c in g  down each  em p lo y ee 's  p e rso n a l  re c o rd  to  a s ce r ta i n  w h e th er he had com plained 
o f  s u f f e r in g  from  c o n ta c t  w i th  e th y l  g a s o l in e.  Rep o rts  o f  i n ju r y  a re  n o t  c l a s s i f i e d  
and f i l e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  n a tu re  o f  i n j u r y ,  b u t  the y  a re  f i l e d  iiy the p e rs o n a l  f i l e  
o f  th e  employee co n cern ed. Hence i t  w ould r e q u i r e  m ore tim e  th a n  was p e rm it te d  to  
make an  e x h a u s t iv e  and com p le te  r e p o r t.  Whenever ca se s  o f  t h i s  k in d  are  se v e re  
enough t o  in v o lv e  lo s s  o f  tim e..from, w ork , com plete r e p o r ts  are  made on form s C.A.
1 , 2 , 3 and 16 , and the  C h ie f, M a te r ie l  D iv is io n,  i s  fu rn is h e d  w ith  c o p ie s  o f  same.
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Feb ru ary  2 8 , 1935

Ch ie f
M a te r ie l d iv is io n  
W rig h t F ie ld  
D ayton , O h io .

A t te n t io n  -  C h ie f  -  E ng ineering  S e c t io n.

Su b je c t :  Rep o rt on E thy l g a s o l ine  p o iso n in g  a t  
San A n ton io  A ir  D epot.

( l )  T h ree c o p ie s  o f  R ep o rt S e r ia l  S o . U -57-4536-1 and. 
a  two page r e p o r t  o f  o r i g i na l  c l i n i c a l  d a ta  were re c e iv e d  to da y  w i th  
no le t t e r  o f  t ra n s m i t t a l .  As the r e  seems t o  have b e ®  scraa e r r o r  
i n  fo rw a rd in g  th e s e  r e p o r t s  t h e  w r i t e r  d is c u s s e d  the  m a t te r  w i th  
:i r .  Chenoweth o f  th e  Pow er P la n t  B ranch o v e r  t h e  phone, H r, Chonowcth 
i n s t r u c te d  us t o  r e t a i n  t h e  u n s ig n ed  copy o f  Rep o rt S e r ia l  Ho, IT-57­
453 6 -1 , and  t o  r e tu r n  th e  s ig n e d  copy o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  an d  th e  s h e e ts  
c o n ta in in g  c l i n i c a l  d a ta ,  vie have p h o to s ta te d  one of  t h e  s ig n e d  c o p ie s  
o f  th e  r e p o r t  and c o p ie d  th e  c l i n i c a l  d a ta.

(2 ) We ar e  fo rward in g  c o p ie s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  and c l i n i c
d a ta  t o  Dr, R . l .  Echo© o f  t he  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  C in c in n a t i  who i s  ou r 
m ed ic a l d i r e c t o r ,  w i th  t h e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  lie  caram unicate d i r e c t l y  w i th  
t h e  M a te r ie l  D iv is io n  i f  ha  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  comment on y o u r  r e p o r t  i s  
r e q u i r e d.

(3) S ig ned  c o p ie s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  Ho, U -57-4536-1  and 
c l i n i c a l  d a ta  s he e ts  ar e  a t ta c he d  h e re w ith  i n  a c corda n ce  w i th  
M r , Chenoweth’a i n s tr u c t i o n s.

SQE:REL
E n d s ,

S,D. Heron
F or E thy l Ca s o l ine  C o rp o ra t io n  "
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