October 3, 19%2.

Lieutenant Albert E. Abrshanm,
Medical Corps,

United States Army,

Dale Mabrey Field,
Tallahassee, Florida.

Dear Lt . Abrasham:

I have just recelved a reprint of your article in the May
issue of War ﬁedicine, entitled "Clinical and Subeclinical
Lead Intoxication! I was greatly surprised when I read the

" ¢linical reports and the laboratory data and when I recognized . .
that the conclusion arrived at had been volced in large part '
on the presﬂmntive_evidence of lead exposure conveyed by the
analytical data. My first impulse was to write the editor of

- War HMedicine and to express some criticism of your article.

On second thought, it seemed the better part of courtesy to

direct my letter to you in the first instance, since 1n any
event 1t wiil be necessary for me to call the attention of

the . foice of the Quartermaster General as well as some of my
olleagues at the Army Medical School, to certain points in

ube discuss*on. You may be interested to know that we have

s@udied the lead exposure assoclated with the operation of the

oline gtmve which was used in this coocking. I am assuming

. the regular field cooking equipment was available and

- this was the cooking equipment referred to in your article.

rvationﬂ would indicate that significant lead exposure

t occur egcept under highly unusual circumstances. It
,nian that the exposure described in your two cases

it nsignificant and, moreover, that the symptcoms come-
€N§ in no wise suggestive of lead intoxication.

ry data with the exception of the lead analyses,

$uggestive, 1n my opinion, since ba°0bhilic stip-

micodzdf most neﬁsons.

‘Paeqing now to the urinary lead findings, the results are such
on neve. inspection as to indicate their complete lack of any
signix*can ¢. Inasmuch as both in the taxt and in the table

the quantities are written out, I assume that no mistake has
been made !

‘recording the results cbtained. Otherwise, it
might. be fﬂgught that reference was made here to micrograms of -
lead ratheﬂ than milligrams.- In any case, they are insignifi-
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cant .If they should be micregrams instead of milligrams, they
are not high encugh %o be signiflcant; if they are milligrems,

they are. ccﬂplétely beyond the" range of possible lead excretion.
Ko such. ave _ever been seen in hum&n beings in the most :

 Cordfally yours;

Robert A. Rehoe, M. D..
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