
A p r il 7 , 1954

D r. R obert C. P age .
Standard O il Com pany (N. J . )
30 R o ck e fe lle r  P la za 
N ew  Y ork C ity  20

D ear  Bob:

I retu rn  to the sub ject of our co n v ersa tio n  on the n ight o f the 29th in  o rd er 
to  m ake a few  com m en ts and to a sk  fo r  som e add itiona l in fo rm ation .

A fter  leav in g  you I ta lked  to  G eorge G ehrm ann, and having g iven  the m a tter 
so m e ca re fu l thought s in c e , I am  p rep ared  to d isc u ss  the en t ire  su b jec t w ith 
the m em b ers  o f the m ed ica l s ta ff  of E thy l C orpora tion  w h ose w ork  w i l l  be 
a ffec ted , and to recom m en d  a p o licy  and p roced u re  fo r  accom p lish in g  the 
d es ired  r e su lts . B efo re  doing so  I’d l ik e  to be su re  o f the scop e  of the 
p rob lem , so  fa r  aa you and you r group a re  con cern ed, s in c e  th is  m a tte r  has 
fa i r ly  broad, s ig n if ica n ce , and I want to dea l w ith it  e f fe c t iv e ly  and fa ir ly . I  
p resu m e from  what you  have sa id  that D r . Wade is  con cern ed  about the 
m a tte r . I sh a ll w ish  to d ea l w ith  h im  and w ith  any oth ers  w h ose p o s it io n  and 
attitude a re  s im i la r , bu t,I  w ish , fo r  the sake of fu tu re d ir e c t  p r o fe ss io n a l 
re la t io n sh ip s , to be qu ite su re  what th e ir  w ish es  ar e . M y a s so c ia te s  w il l 
w ish  to d ea l with, the lo c a l r e f in e ry  p h y sic ia n s d ir e c t ly , and to e s ta b l ish 
m u tua lly  sa t is fa c to r y  p ro ced u res and r e la t io n sh ip s , th ese  to be c le a r ly 
defined  in  advance b e tw een  th em  and th e ir  m ed ica l dir e c to r s , to  su ch  ex ten t 
as D r . Wade a n d /o r  o th er  m ed ica l d ir e c to r s  m ay  d e s ir e .

In a g en era l w ay, I sh a ll keep  D r . G ehrm ann and M s a sso c ia te s  in fo rm ed  a s 
to  what we a re  doing, and from  a p r o fe ss io n a l (and p e rso n a l) v iew po in t th e re 
w ill be no la ck  o f c o u r te sy  b etw een  o u r se lv e s  and the Du Pon t m ed ica l group, 
but th ere  a re  se v e r a l  v e r y  good rea so n s why I do not w ish  to a r ran ge th ese 
m u tte rs  through a jo in t d isc u ss io n  w ith  them  and you and your a s s o c ia te s .
I cannot s e t  up any  b lanket p o lic y  fo r  th is  m a tte r  at p r e se n t , and the p r e c is e 
nature of our p roced u re w il l  have to  depend on the jo in t judgm ent of our 3 taff,  
w hose acquain tance w ith  the lo c a l and g en era l s itu at ion  i s  b e tte r  than m in e . 
H ow ever , I do w ish  to a ssu r e  you  that w e a r e  p rep a red  to  d eve lop  p ro ced u res 
that w i l l  m ee t the fu ll app rova l of the m ed ica l d ire c to r s  and lo c a l p h y sic ia n s . 
o f the J e r se y  com p an ies and o th ers  a s  w e ll. I have be liev ed  in  the c lo se s t 'a n d 
b e s t  p r o fe ss io n a l r e la t io n sh ip s that cou ld  be a ch iev ed  am ong p h y s ic ia n s g en e ra lly , 
both in  and out o f in d u stry , a l l  o f m y  l i f e ,  and w e sh a ll not fa i l  to  fu l f i l l  our
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r e sp o n s ib i l i t ie s  fo r  su ch  c o u r te sy  and coop era t ion . I have a lso  b e liev ed  in 
the accep tan ce  of r e sp o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  the h ea lth  and sa fe ty  o f p eo p le , to the 
exten t that th is w as p rop er ly  en tru sted  to p h y s ic ian s. The two s e ts  of 
r e sp o n s ib i l i t ie s  a re  not o ften  in  co n f l ic t , and I cannot b e lie v e  that th ey  need 
be in con flic t as b etw een  you r  m ed ica l a s so c ia te s  and m in e.

May I say , in the above con n ection  and in  exp lanation  o f m y  v igo rou s and 
som ew hat d e fen s iv e  com m en ts of la s t  M onday n igh t, that I w as su rp r ised  and 
¿hocked by you r  d isc lo su r e  of the depth o f fee lin g  am ong so m e o f you r  p eop le 
concern in g  our apparen t en croach m en t upon what th ey b e l ie v e  to  b e  th e ir
p roper p rov in ce. I have n ev er  heard  a  m urm ur o f comp la in t o r  c r i t ic is m  fro m  
any of th e  m ed ica l m en  in  the p e tro leu m  in d ustry  in re la t io n  to  our a c t iv i t ie s , 
and in v iew  of m y p erso n a l and p ro fess io n a l acqua intance w ith th em , I should 
not have su sp ec ted  that any such  fee lin g  could  have a r ise n  w ithout th e ir  
bringing it d ir e c t ly  to m y a tten tion . Undoubtedly, I have b een  too  p reoccu p ied 
with sp e c if ic  p rob lem s and genax-al p r o fe ss io n a l con s id e ra t io n s to  reco g n ize 
dais d eve lop m en t, but I a m  s t i l l  su rp r ised  not to have had any c o n sc io u sn ess 
■ it i t . C lea r ly  the t im e  has com e to reco g n ize  th is by approp r ia te a c t io n , ' and 
in n il good fa ith  and w i l l in g n e ss , w e sh a ll'd o  so . H ow ever , th is  w il l  not be 
au tom atic  o r  im m ed ia te , and th ere  m u st be a co r respon d in g  w il l in g n e ss , on 
the part c f the p h ysic ian s in  the ind ustry , to r ecog n ize  that th e r e sp o n s ib i l i ty 
which w e have a ssu m ed  fo r  tw en ty -e igh t y ea rs  cannot l ig h t ly  be abandoned 
without our find ing  e f fec t iv e  m ean s fo r  i t 3 p a r t ia l or convolute assu m p tion  by

The re la t io n sh ip s o f m ed ica l and h yg ien ic  r e p re sen ta t iv e s  of S th y l C orporation 
with the m ed ica l, h yg ien ic  and opera ting  peop le c f the o i l  in d u stry  have b een 
too in tim ate a m ean s c f exchanging in fo rm ation  and of coord ina ting  a c tio n  (on 
such m a tte rs  a s  tank c lea n in g , the h yg ien ic  a sp e c ts o f m anu factu r ing , t r a n s ­
porting end m ark etin g  lead ed  g a so lin e , con ta in er  p ro b lem s, u t il iza t io n  of 
lead ed  fu e ls  fo r  va r iou s p u rp oses b y  m il i ta r y  p e rson n e l and c iv il ia n s  in  va r iou s 
parts of the w orld) in  re la t ion  to  in d u str ia l and p ub lic  sa fe ty  to be a llow ed  to 
su ffe r  undue attenuation . If th is  w ere  to o ccu r , the b en e fits  o f the lo n g - te rm 
in vestiga tion s w h ich  have b een  ca r r ied  out in the Ketter in g  L abora to ry  would  
la r g e ly  bo lo s t .  (Inc iden ta lly , I have n ev er  b een  ab le to find the t im e  to m ake 
the r e su lts  c f th ese  in v est ig a t io n s ava ilab le  in m ed ica l and h yg ien ic  l i te r a tu r e .
H ie  m o st im portan t m a tte rs  h ave been  pu b lish ed , and th e e f fe c t iv e  p ro ced u res 
have been  app lied  in the p r a c t ic e s  o f the in d u stry , but the docum en tation  is 
sad ly  d e f ic ien t . I have been  w ork ing tow ard a co m p reh en siv e  m onograph on 
the su b jec t, in w h ich  p ro b lem s, m ethods and r e su lts would be s e t  down adequ ate ly 
but the cu r ren ts of p r o fe ss io n a l a c t iv ity  in  the g en era l f ie ld s  o f p ro fess io n a l 
tra in ing , r e se a r c h  and p ra c t ice  in occupationa l m edic in e  have b een  too strong 
fo r  m e and have taken so  m uch of m y  tim e and en e rg y that th is  job has been 
held  in ab eyan ce. It m u st be done b e fo re  lon g , and th e re fo re  you can understand,
I am  su r e , why I am  read y  and anx iou s to re lin q u ish any  job  o r  r esp o n s ib i l i ty  
w hich I can  put in o th er  hands.
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A s i v isu a lize  the p resen t s itu a tion , it  w i l l  be fe a s ib le  and d e s ira b le  fo r 
m em b ers of the sta ff o f S th y l C orpora tion  to d e leg ate  the conduct o f the 
physic u  exam ination  of m ix ing  p lant p e rso n n e l to  ph y sic ia n s o f the o i l 
co m - o a ii ies when and w here the fa c i l i t ie s  fo r  so  doing a r e  sa t is fa c to r y  and when 
ana w h e r e  an a g reea b le  and m u tua lly  b en e f ic ia l r e la t io n sh ip  of p ro fess io n a l 

mention can be ach ieved  lo c a l ly  and a ls o  a t h ig h er  le v e ls  in  the n sd ica l 
rpa’i i -  it ions concerned . Just what shou ld  be the re la t io n sh ip s  and d u ties o f 

,.;e a - .-ociated n o n -m ed ica l p erso n n e l, i. e . S th y l C orpora tion ’s  in d u str ia l  
• lyp ien ists (sa fe ty  en g in eers  by p resen t  t i t le )  and o i l  com pany in d u str ia l 
iy'Cionisfcs, is  not e n t ir e ly  c le a r  to m e at the m om en t, but s in c e  th ese  a re  under 
lhe genera l d irect ion  of the m ed ica l p e rso n n e l o f both S th y l C orpora tion  and the 
"orsey a f f i l ia tes , th is should c rea te  no v e r y  se r iou s  o r  insurm ountab le p rob lem 
e -re snoot to th ese  com p an ies. A fte r  th ese  m a tte rs have been  w orked out, 
or:.-o .-.ox^uonm ents can be co n s id e red  as they  s e e m to be req u ired .

th is has tu rned cut to be an unduly long le t te r , but X have fe l t  it  n e c e s s a r y  to 
explore the auoject ra ther  ca re fu lly , s in ce  n e ith er you and your a s so c ia te s  nor 

car: yvrtify a hu rr ied  abandonm ent or an i l l - c o n s id e r e d m od if ica tion  o f a 
..nod ica l and h yg ien ic  p rogram  w hich, app lied  to a h igh ly  hazardous in d u str ia l 
- ..¡..i n, .w c evo lved  out cf exp er ien ce, w h ile achiev in g  com p le te  and u n in te r -
--r.ce:. f.uccesr fo r  m ore  than a qu arter  of a cen tu ry . X am  not even  s l ig h t ly 

in te rested  in it,3 unrK.-.iified continuance a s  a m atte r  of p reced en t, but l a m  
ioep iy  cor.corned that it  sh a ll not su ffe r  the a ttenuation  that fo llo w s in ev itab ly  
when a coo-m uch  subd iv ided r e sp o n s ib i l i ty  b eco m es no c u e 's  r esp o n s ib i l i ty .
1 have l iv ed  too long and too c lo s e ly  in  the m id st of a v a r ie ty  of hazardous 
in d u str ia l op era tion s not to recogn ize  th is as the p r im a ry  p rob lem  in  th ese 
hazardous t r a d e s . ,\rifch notab le (and in c rea s in g  nu m bers of) ex cep t io n s , the 
ind ustr ia l p h ysic ian  d oes not take w ith  su ff ic ien t s e r io u sn e ss  h is  r esp o n s ib i l i ty 
for the sa fe ty  of p e rso n s who w ork  in jobs that in vo lve le th a l and in s id iou s 
ixuzards. He a ccep ts  a fo rm u la , not o f h is  own m ak ing, fo r  the rou tine of h is 
day’s w ork , and he d o es not keep  a c t iv e ly  a l iv e  in  h is  c o n sc io u sn e ss  the v ita l 
Im portance of know ing, in the e f fe c t iv e  tech n ica l se n se  of to x ico lo g y  and 
p h ysio logy , the s ig n if ica n ce  of what m en  do and th e p r e c is e  cond it ions under 
w hich they ao it . He is  m uch too sm ug in h is  con vention a l id ea  o f h is  com p e­
ten ce , and is  content to tu rn th ese  m a tte rs  o v e r  to " industr ia l h y g ie n is ts , ”  
vaen in fa c t  he is  the on ly  one who is ,  o r  in  the nature of th ese  m a tte rs  can b e, 

the ind ustr ia l h y g ien ist equipped w ith  p h y s io lo g ical to o ls  and co n cep ts . If I 
•io not tru st th is s itu a tion  fa r , i t  is  b eca u se  m y  ex p e r ien ce  h as not p erm itted 
m e to do s o , and th ere fo re  I sh a ll m ove g rad u a lly  and on the b a s is  o f the 
ev iden  ce o f ach ievem en t o f the d e s ir e d  end, in  th is  s itu a tion .

\7ith b es t reg a rd s , •
S in ce re ly  y o u rs .

ef
R obert A . K ehoe, M. D.
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