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| '~ Foresters call |
| . herbicide ban
| . political move
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MIDLAND, Mich. = Forestry scientists and chera-
feal industry representatives, smarting from the feder-
al ban on the use of two herticides, have deen em-
goged in 8 four-day, around-the-ciock evaluation of
the report upon which the Enviroamental Protection
Agency based its decision.

The consensus Sunday was that the EPA manipe-
Iated resesrch dsta in ~a glaring example of sscrifie-
ing science for political expediency,” according to one
member of thegroup, Michael Newton, & professor of
forestry at Oregon State University.

“We doa't understand it,” said Gary Jones. spokes-
man for Dow Chemical Co., the principal manufactur.
er of 24.5T, one of two herbicides banned by the
EPA last week. “Wa thought we were getting along
well with the EPA," he said. “We've been working
wery closely with them. This hit us like 8 brick.”

Althowgh earlier reports sald there appeared 10 be

: me cause snd effect relationship betweea spraying of
5 24.%T and miscarriages ia Alses, Ore., the EPA last
week suspended use of that herbicide and Silvex be-
cause “studies ... show a high miscarringe rate im-
mediately following the spraying of 2.4.5-T in the
‘| forests around Alses.” Silvex slso contsins mioute
| traces of a chemical contaminant, TCDD, one of 73
dioxios the EPA in the past has Uoked with birth
defects and cancer.

Jones said that aithough Dow, with corporsts
Seadquarters fn Midland, still hasn't of{iclally beea
notified by the EPA of the suspension order, the com-
pany will resist the decision through the federal agen-
cy's appell h An EPA spok said that
sotification was sent by registered mail to all chemi-
cal reglstrants last Thursday. -

Officials of Dow called the meeting to work out &
strategy to fight what {t and other herbicide and
mm'muwmmnmm«

artiepants at the meeting slso inciuded University
of Michigan and Oregon State University forestry
scientists, who have lent their expertise in the svalua-
tion of the EPA’s Alsea study,

‘The agency studied six ysars of hospital records in
the Alses area, where the agency assumed wormen had
been exposed to herbicides, in Corvallis and in Mak
beur County, Corvallis was chosen as an urban “con-
trol” area sad Malheur County was chosen as the
rural “control” as locations where the herbicides were
o0t used. .

The agency clal it found a definfte refationship
bﬂweﬁn “heavy herdicide spraying and miscar-

The spraying was heaviest during March, April
and May, the EPA report states. In June, an increased
aember of miscarrieges was reported,

Scieatists and industry oflicials at the meeting
belleve the EPA's Alsea study makes a number of
wntupported assumptions:

-~ EPA d h d fon that
women i the urbaa control ares of Corvallis were not
exposed 0 2.4.5-T or Silvex, although, sccordiog 10
records supplied to The Oregonian {rom three retall
outlets in Corvallis, st least 500 galions of an herbicide
used for controiting lawn weeds in urban areas and
contajning Silvex were sold during the Jast year.

«= The rural control sres in Malheur County {8 in

the middie of the Vale irrigation project on lower
Malbewr River. Although the EPA was told by the
Buresw of Land Management that 2,4.5-T has not been
wred oa BLM land since 972, the rurs! control aren is
is ax irrigation farming distriet where s variety of
posticides are used s s ol toots.
«— EPA asmrumed that the Jjune peak in miscar.
viages was actually 8 deinyed effect of herbicide
spruying. The EPA did not check for June peaks im
cther arsas around the country. Hoapitals in Midland
asé Miami show mimitar June peaks in miscarnages
for which obstetricians have no explanation.

«= The EPA falled t0 place sigmficance in the Iact
that at the sctua} time of spraving, the rate of miscar-

i

. { riage was at its Jowrst. (Barbars Blum, deputy direc-

sor of the EFA. had <aid when the susprnonn was
assounced that ths ban was issued because FPA stn-

oty foliemag the soraving of 2.4.5-Tr

the notion that the wnmen 1n the Ales ares and the
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