-- CONGRESSIONAL REPUBLICANS GET THROWN INTO THE FIRE. Republican
leaders are sending their troops home after flailing for weeks while trying to pass a
health-care plan. In fact, they've passed almost nothing. We expect sparks at town-hall
meetings and mounting frustration at the inaction in D.C. ONE FIG LEAF: Late last
night, after Speaker Ryan met with Trump at the White House, the GOP leadership
announced a hastily scheduled procedural hearing on a narrow health-care provision
that creates risk-sharing pools -- a way to help pay for insurance for people with
serious illnesses. They are desperate to show some sort of movement before leaving
town. And this is not even a full step -- this is moving forward by an inch. THE
MESSAGE GOP leaders want their members to bring home: we're making progress.

ATTN GOP: THIS MIGHT NOT BE SUCH A GOOD IDEA -- Risk pools might not be
the silver bullet Republicans are looking for. As POLITICO health care guru Joanne
Kenen told us: "This is something that approximately 30-35 states (red and blue) tried -
many for years. And it didn't work. The pools were really expensive. Sick people ended
up with huge premiums and out of pocket expenses. Many states had waiting lists. The
pools had all sort of restrictions -- like you had to go into the pool because you had
cancer, but the pool wouldn't cover cancer for the first six months or a year, and so
forth."

BACK-CHANNEL BLOWUP -- "lvanka's secret Planned Parenthood outreach,” by
Annie Karni: "In the weeks following her father's inauguration, Ivanka Trump quietly
reached out to the president of Planned Parenthood seeking common ground on the
contentious issue of abortion. The first daughter requested a sit-down with Cecile
Richards, the head of Planned Parenthood and a vocal surrogate for Hillary Clinton on
the 2016 campaign trail, to talk about an organization that is being targeted by
Republicans seeking to defund it because it provides abortions, among other women's

health services like cancer screenings. ...

"But the strategic outreach hasn't seemed to earn Ivanka Trump much public
goodwill. Since Ivanka Trump's sitdown with Richards, what started as a cordial
relationship has soured - and any effort on the part of the politically savvy first
daughter to backchannel to the non-profit has transformed into a bitter battle.
Richards, fighting the Trump administration, has publicly rebuked Ivanka Trump for
her 'deafening’ silence on the healthcare bill. On Wednesday night, Richards again took
aim at the first daughter, now a senior White House official with a security clearance
and an office in the West Wing. 'Anyone who works in this White House is responsible
for addressing why women are in the crosshairs of basically every single policy we've
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