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SAFE PRACTICE DATA SHEET A-20

ASBESTOS

Asbestos is use«! in siany varied form
auch (« board, cloth, fiber, f»pe psck-
injt, uleeving, tap«*, twin®, yara, sheet,
and in stkir numerous aosihiaatsfins. The
ssaner of storage depends upon the form
of siihestoi. Where the ashaoiss say
jMusaibly he in a loose fasp during stor-
age, a dusty condition could he produced
and proper ventilatioB should he pro-
vided.

PROPERTIES
yISE - Non-flammable.

EXPtaSIQX - Non-explosive.

8ft#ATHI8d Dust from asbestos ma-
terial« say produce a chronic lung disease
if it is breathed in sufficient concen-
tratiaos over a period of years. In
some persons, the disease may develop
much more rapidly than in others. The
concentration and particle site of the
dust will also influence the number of
year* of exposure required to produce
the disease. In any c*ae, exposure eves
to high conceotCfition® of asbestos dust
for a period of a fa's days nr even c few
months vi'ii not produce the disease.
Particles larger than, about 10 micron«
{0.000C3S in.) cannot get into tha sms1l
long air sac.* to eauss damage. .Sitp.K
small particle» **« far belew the rite
which is visible to the halted. *y«s. Host
danls, however, hstce particle» of s large
range of asses which vary from visible
to invisible. It is only the fin« in-
viaible oust particles that, am effect»»*
in prodnejag onbeatoai».

Whore people ®«y breathe tie »'»at,
the Maximum AlVovible Coneantr«mi«» is
S »ill too particle* per euhic fiat of
Jr, uni*** she ««pbedir® Te («r l««

slightly higher concentration may bo
permitted but mst not excead 10 millisn
particles per c-ubie foot. These Maxi««»
Allowable Concentrations apply to re-
peated or recurring daily expoaurei*.
Where asbestos may be nixed with other
less harmful dusts, the concentration
at ashestoo dust will be the controlling
factor. The asbeatoa dust concentration
can he determined by collecting _rd
analyzing air samples.

SKI» iSiSI TAT19» - Asbestos ia usually
not «'shirt irritant.

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

WHEN ST IS NECESSARY TO WORK It- AN
AREA CONTAININC HIGH DUST CONCENTRATIONS.
AN AIR-LINE RESPIRATOR OR HOSE MASK WITH
OR WITHOUT A BLOWER MAY BE USED, Ib-
air-line respirator should have 6 it 15
lhx/aqg,in. pressure. Care should be
taken so that contaminated air doer net
enter the hose for the hose maah.

For medium dual concentrations, the
standard all dust respirator 8881-5,
equipped with filter 8883-6, say be used.
Filters should be replaced according to
s predate trained »cheduls or at any time
brestinng becomes difficult.

All respirator» and replacement ports
should hart th® Bureau of Mines approval
which is indicated by a label on larger
nsrt® or PM# {approval nnmheri on
smsljer part».

PSTCAUTIOHS

A PF.8SOM SHOULD NOT ENTER AN AREA
CONTAINING AN EXTREMELY HIGH CONCENTRA-
TIOfi GF ASBESTOS BUST FOR A PROLONGED
PERIOD OF TIME WITHOUT ADEQUATE PftOTEC-

that) on* hodr p*s d*y, i" »hi«* t.iss'-TICK. TI® 14AXIMUM ALLOWABLE CONCENTRATION
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