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Producers retain the option to truck their cattle to dipping stations staged throughout 
the PQZ; however, tnaay producers prefer treating their cattle in spray boxes to 
mitigate costs and reduce the stress on their animals,, especially during the hot 
summer months. The portable spray boxes allow producers within the PQZ, who 
may choose not to transport their cattle or may not have readily available access to 
dipping vats, an. alternative method of treatment to facilitate their ability to move their 
cattle out o f the PQZ and participate in commerce,
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Several cattle producer groups, livestock organizations, and other impacted 
stakeholder sent the enclosed letter to USDA and the Texas Congressional delegation 
on August 4, 2018, stating their strong concern over TDA’s recent actions and 
enumerating their support for the continued use and deploy ment o f spray boxes as a 
critical tool under the CFTEP,

USDA is committed to working eollaboratively with TDA, TAHC, and the impacted 
producers to ensure the availability of as many tools and treatment options as 
practicable to assist in the continued efforts to eradicate the CPT and reduce the 
regulatory burdens on producers seekinu to pa.rtieioate in commerce outside o f the 
PQZ,

USDA stands ready to assist TAHC, TDA, and our stakeholders in this process.

Sincerely,

Michael Watson
Associate Adm ini strator
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
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