Linited States Department of Agriculturs

Linfted Btates
Bepartment of August 7, 2018
Agricidiare
Markeding and
Rogulatory
Programs N
4 The Honorable Sid Maller
Washington, DG {ommissioner
20250 Texas Dopartment of Agriculture

Post Offios Box 12847
Ausun, Texas TETH

Dear Commissioner Mille

As vou are aware, the LLE. Departsent of Agricubure (USDA) Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) established a Permanent Quarantine Jone {(PQL)
under the Cattle Fever Tick Eradication Frogram (CFTEP) to provent the spread and
re-gutablishment of the Catle Fever Tick {CFT) in the United Sates. USDA and the
Texas Ax "i by adminigered the
CFTEP since i was oreated in 34}% ’?é’;ﬁi ?{}f i approy mi‘d v a S00-mule butle
zone between Mexico and the rest of éi‘ta&f LLE. 1o protect the entire UL5, cattle mdw«’w
from the re-establishment of the CFT. USDA values the long-slanding ma‘pm 10T
with TAHC, the Texas Department of %' eatture {TIIA), and pzasé%xm ;
the devastating impact the CFT has on bvestook and stream of commer

by

ﬁf zi‘sﬁ a.pii-:f:s:zn_ m&{i Eéwf resuling in ;ﬁmmii?}f' i}f up o O % 1
addition to the és:*s-fasaméz‘xg health _%_ztnpa{::zg on cattle @md VAT

eradicate i%n: %Ljé* T once mmé*éa \Emi are s,ws:_.. Vg &ﬁ{i ’mzrdx KOS On ihaﬁ cattle
industry. We estimate that i the OF7 were o re-establish s ioal rangs in the
Hed States, the LLE. cattle industry could fave losses of approximately $1.5 billion
annually.

Asg part of our multi-theeted strategy to mitigate the health and sconomic impacts, as
well as the potential spread of CFT, USDA-APHIS and TAHC deploy a suile s::a;?"
freatment options avatable o produc king to transport their Hvestock out of the
POY in order 1o participate in commuerce. One of those oritical optioas, which s
rtended o m 3&?*”\;& the siress on animals and the coonomic burden on producers,
inciudes the use {}'i spray boxes. USDA has veated cattle in spray boxes with vanious
pesticides since the 19703 to assist in the eradication of the CFT.
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Producers retain the option to truck their cattle (o dipping stations staged throughout
the PO however, many producers prefer troating their m‘iﬁ%@ in spray boxes ©
mitigate costs and reduce the stress on their animals, by during the hot
summer months, The portable spray boxes allow producers within the PO, who
may choose not o tansport their cattle or may not have readily available sccess o
dipping vats, an alternative method of trestment 1o ficilitate their abi iy o move thely
cattle out of the PO and participate in commerce,

We learned through social media postings that TDA has issued a "Stop Use” order on
or about July 31, 2018, preventing the continued operation of LISDA-APHIS and
TAHC spray boxes. The | Jepariment wishes to express significant concern i THAs
action prohibits or lmits the use of this valueble, safe. and offective ool in the cattle
fever iigé& TROEIAN,

Several cattle producer groups, Hvestock organzations, and other mpacted
stakeholder sent the enclosed letior to USDA and the Texas Congressionad delega
on August 4, 201§, stating their strong concern over TDA s recent actions and
enumerating their support for the continued use and deplovment of spray boxes asa
critics! tool under the CFTER.

USDIA s committed to working collaboratively with TDA, TAHC, and the impacted

producers 1o ensure the availability of a8 many tools snd treatment options ag

practicable to assist in the continued efforts 1o eradicate the UFT and reduce the
siatory burdens on producers seeking to participate in commerce outside of the

USDA stands ready o assizt TAHC, TDA, and our stakeholders in this progess.

Sinoerely,
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Sichas! Watson
Associste Administrator
Aniroal and Plant Health Inspection Servige
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