October 28, 1941.

Dr. JQustav Eglorff,

Universal 01l Products,

310 South iichigan Poulevard,
Chicago, Illinois,

Dear Dr. &gloff.

My attention has been called tO'the ’act that you have been
approached presumably by someone in military cireles for infor-
mation on the possible means of ¢learning “tank cers and other -
containers, which have been used for gasoline contalning lead,
I also have a memorandum from my assoclate, Dr, Machle, glving
the substance of a telephone conversation between him and your-
self. After some discussion of thls matter with Graham Edgar
and other representatives of Ethyl Gasoline Corporsation, it
seems desirable to get at the bottom of this prooblem, and it
would seem that we in this Laboratory are in a position to do
work as may be rejuired in obtaining the answer to the question
involved, if indeed, these questlons can be considered as valid,

Our point of view as expressed by Dr. Machle is that such things
as t ank cars can probably not be adequately cleaned by any meansg
which 1s feasible to adopt either generally or in emergencles,
Our information leads us tobelisve that this point of view 1is
..well founded., On the other hand, 1t is concelvable that some
method of handling thls problem might be devised if those who
are responsible for raising the question are interested in pro=-
viding.in advance, auitable means for meeting emergencies., In
any case, I can see ne profit whatever in investlrating the means
of cleaning such equipment apart from some definitely planned
program of meeting the requirements uniformly and systematlcally
in field operations. For example; it might be possible to carry
water.in a gasolline- tank.car,and tc Filter or. ,okherwlse clean
“this water at the time of 1ts removal from the tank 'car. It~
would be necessary to remove all thﬁ gasoline from the water,
~and this, as a matter of fact, would likaly give rlse to quite
a8 much difriculty as the removal of any d1ssolved or suspended
lead compound. Some type of pcrtable and readily avallable
equipment would be necessary for thls purpose, and unless pro-
vision could bs made for supplying such equipment, there would
be no sense whatever in determlining the effectiveness of 1ts use.

I believe you will gather from the above that we do not see any
advantage in entering into an investigatiop of 'this problem, un-
less we can approasch it systematicelly in conjunction with re-

sponsible people who will see that something 1s done_to put into
practice the necessary s t®PS. Accordingly, I would llke to get
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in touch with people who have brought up the problem, dlscuss
the details of the matter with them, find ocut what 1s required,
and what can be dons to handle ths matter In a uniformly erffec-
tive fashion. Granam bkdgar has given me to understand that you
do not wlsh to undertake an investigation of this sort. If this
ia the cas®, and 1f you would like to pass the problem along to
us, I would suggest that you let me have fairly full information
con cerning the origin of the problem. With this infermation at
hand, we can then approach certain of the medical personnel of
the army or navy, or both, to see what can be done toward the
coordination of our efforts.

Very hruly yours,

Robert A. Kehoe, ¥. D,
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o . October 14, 1941

Nemorandum

Il

Dr. Zglcff (Universal 01l Commany, Chicago, Illinois) called
to request information on methods of cleaning gasoline tanks,
tank cars, drums and tins to remove deposits after service

with leaded gasoline. Source that pronpted query not known.,
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(b) Mo means for supervision of any procedure.

.
.

o

) Mot feasible to clean by any rethod.

3

(¢) No necessity Tor consideration in U.S.A. because of
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sufficient facilities for water can be supvnlied.
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Willard Machle, M.D.
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