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shestos dust

called killer

8y STEWE ROCHMAN
. $aalf Wnter
+ 'There Is no doubl ateut
.« JMshestos dust is v killer if st
gots Into your luags,”’

The aan who wes speaking
wey James Middleton, busi-
ness representaive lor the In-
ternationsl Chenncal Workess
Uninn, Local 60, 1n Wavkegan,

Some 25 environmental exv
perts, cuacerved Cittens apd
representalives of the Johne
wianville Company plant ig
waukegen s21 and listened.

Sarcvel T, Lawion Jr, Wil
nols  Pollutinn Contret Beatd
member, eyed {ho wiry ucion
pAaCuUYe with nlerest

“There I5 a long-hard road
nhead 16 dproving conditions
{n the Weukepen plaan),”
added Middleton, “'hut we are
|Mbb\n thusrd the (!cm whan
we ceh putl ofi sur rcsplntors
and work without them **

M‘ddiemn s testimany came @l
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Plant problems

the end of three days of hear-
ings boiore the IPCH, whichs
crealing regutations le protecy
the public and workers from
asbestos-related adments.

Hearmps alse were held in
Cramte City and the Fuid
Museum in Chicepo.

"We read 8 preat denf nhouwt
emission control standards,”
shid Midateten, “bul we sel.
dom coune in cantact with the
people workipg with the prod-
ucts.”

nNuddieton  brooght employe
probtems 1w the atiention ot
News.Sun reporter Steve ROtk
man |ast June.

He provided death certifl.
catos on two workers, who
died of ailments caused by

long exposure to asbestos dust » vl

in the plnr.c

m amb.
A series of MowrSue

cles el 1o 8 promisp by §-M
oftscinls 10 clean up Lqs four
plants it aperates in Wauke-
gan and 16 create a umon.
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managemen!  ecovircomental
teat to work oul wnethods of
dust control, fL uino led 1o &
special asbesing’ dusl hearing,
w Waukegan.

J-M officials termed the se-
nzs the wosk ol g “local dusys
body troudlemaker trying lo
muddy up J-M's gond naine.”
according 10 an IPCH mw<ll-
gator,

Tut the Investigator added the
favestigotion  indicaled 3-M
had a great deul mure 10 de
even though It was a‘lender 1n
the firdd of envitonmenial pro-
teclidn {or atbestos workers.
Middieion sa d nurkers were
exposed 10 dust when uiosd.
ing railroad cers of psbesios
material and mahking pipe in
the trunslic pipe Grvisiguw, ws

I a3 w ity bloch-making
. Drocess,

*The cathpary has shawed
us Wwhere It s making ime
provemeris in the plant,’® he
"said, “but the prabhum has sot
hoen solved.

ul’ LY »i‘

: ,;{Jw Jnmes N‘l!ddlclnn. lelt, husmoss mnnnger for the Internationul chem!rul
‘ Wyrke:s Unlan, Lucat 68, and Jenfunia Fout, snion president, discuss condic
tiens aL g Sohns-Manville complen In Wewkegum with Charles Wikel, one of
the eompany’s plent managers. ¢Silf photap

‘AsDes(08 dust will get inta )

the Juagy some way, (2 s
not  conirolied," he added,
“and we Jeol the jespirator
(used by cmployes) 15 not
goad." :

MidQewon sald the union hag
adopted & walt-and-see ati
tude 1 see how fox the come
miller can go in cleaning up
the glent,”

The danger nol oaly Is in the
handling of asbesios, smd Mid-
dlcton,

“"Workers lvave the plant
with dust on theiT clothes.” he
seid, “They cany itinto their
enrs, Into the stores whem
other people buy producls and
homs.

*Their children come i cone
tact with the dust ang got &
thew Jungs, when they play a
e causi wiere ticie [anen s’
53t to rest,” Re added.

Witddleton szld he felt workers
should  be provided clefiies
whith would be Jeft In the
plamt at the end of the duy, or
some tmeans of cleamng (he
dust from thetr clollng belors
they went home,

Geddam' N. Reddy, an Wi
nois Envitonmental Proection

Axency envisonmentul enpr-
ncer, sald he felt regulations |
shoyld stop all cammiercial 3¢ |
uvity where asbeslos was used

tCeannucd on Page 44, Col. £)
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Asbestos dust called

killer at I

unless the perspa’ln charge
coriplies with regulations.

“We wanl 1o siop dust frem
getting nto the atmosphere
mat jost thoss whe violate (he
vegulations,” ne suid,

Reddy $ald the apeocy was
recommending ¢hat mechani»
al exhaust of dust [nto the at-
mospherz be prohibited,

“Any tacrory, plant o7 enfere
prise shouid have 1o enciose
Its asbestss 1atililies so all ex-
haust air is Nitered,” he s3id.

Reddy said bo feft the /IR
ing, of asbestos fivers shoutc
be aegulated o that the fibers
are confined to the ares belng
lreated,

But he did uet leel that all
spraying of asbestos fibery
should be prevered.

IPCB is progosing that all
ashestos spraying be hajted,

Bub Scujas v Fuui, yresi-
dent o1 Local 60, urged the
toard not 1o hatt use of asbes-
05 spraying.

“Handlad properly, asbestus
is » good lire prosection mate-
vial,“ he sawd, pointing to the
disastrous MeCormick Place
fire of severa) years ago.

McCormick  Place bad oot
been protected (rom fire by
flame resistant materlals and
a)t steel pirders icelted under
the intense hoat.

Howard Ayer, National In-
stitute for Occupational Salety
and Heallh of the U.S. Public
Service, sald thal in-plant 1est.
ing for dust concentrations
can b6 set wp lor about §1,100,

He sald lilters which em-
ployes rould weer cest about
B-cenls & pece.

He said i takes one day o
train & man who knows how 1o
Use 8 IitToscope in testing
lechniques.

A man of gverage Intellig
ence ¢an leam the process in
one week where he first must
learn to handle p microseops.

"Qur  primary concern s
whn  the workers," ke smd,
"Asbestos is relaled to lung
cancer and we glm 10 sce
these peaplo pretecied becacuse
ol the denger trom Yong expo-
surs,”

‘éaring |
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IS VIR TR S,

Ayer suld (hat prarcciion
musl come at the “sovrce™ of
eXposure.

Ayers sald the concorn is net
with e dust wiich you sec,
“but the dust which vou cap-
nel see becawse it i3 loo smp'l
bul ¢an make it e your
Jungs.*”

Ered Engelking, s Catapilar
Traclor Co. rescupch eapert,
satd that the compony had
made ss ona 1eat of hrake hie

tngs ang felt e evidernce in'

conclusive 10 pass regulations
covering them,

“Caterpiltar,
whether hy ntent of the , . .
requlacons Is stiually aecom-
phished by the proposed han of
asbestos brake Mulngs.* he
sud yelerring 1o the 1975 cut-
olf date fer use of masdestos i
brake lininps.

He smd 1l testing tndicates a
danner ovitts, he ropulatlag
6hould  be qualfied 1o whow
asHESTS use i & totally en.
clcet  breke compariment
sysiem. Thie wauld prevent
Babestos paricles from gedmg
into the air,

I testing indicates that as.
besios brakes are harmlul
then @ reasomable threshhold
B of the danper shoyld be
established, he sdded.

“Placa the burdan an the
merufacreer 10 design hig
product 10 meet yeasonable,
nttanatble standards,” he said,
“5on't just prokisu the use of
&3DE2T0S N DrAkes."

But Colin F Harwood, 3a Ui-
linols lnstitute of Technology
Institute resestrch  chendst,
sald brake #ings have asbes.
3 dust In them and that
many peaple have asbestos de-
posits in thesr laags although
thcy don't werk with the prod.
uct.

Harweod, who lestlied nf
carier hearings, told The
News-Sun “asbesiod spraying”
should be stopped.

“'Bullding siles are exsentlal-
ly messy plsces and are hard
1o clean up,” he said. “Spray-
ing lncreases the number of
nirborne particles.*

«cuestions

While J-¥ ok no active part
ni the Waukepdn henrings. of-
licels laler bached the post-
ton of Dr. Fred I Pundsack,
& company vice president who
represeited  the Ashesiof in-
formamion Assugiabion ¢f Norih
Amecdea im Chivago

Pundsack  swd  whie the
danper 10 the pengral pubtic
had ot been dedined,

“We beliese b s prudent

and feasible 10 establish rea-
songble emissior conrols that
will ‘procect the public and cr-
sure that hazardeus fevels of
asbesios will not develop in
the community air 1n the fu.
ture ”
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Dust . ngers

samuel ¥, Lawion Jr., 1PCE board member, reads
- over submied testimony dealing with the dangers
of asbestos dusl. (51atl photoy
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