suoiecr: Cantral Office Cable Penetration Closures 6L: Th=10-033

dere: October 8, 197L @m

file no : . 198 Srosowey
other

New York, N.Y. 10007
Phome (212) 2930800

w: Chief Engineers, General Plant Managers, Medical Directors
and OSHA Ccordinators

wom: Director - Outside Plant, Safety and Sugglies

Engineering Director - Equipment and Buildings
and Medical Director

Provides interim instructions for replacing transite wall and floor
covers with steel plates.

SYNODSis:

Attached to this letter i{s a Temporary Instruction being issued by
Western Electric Company to replace existing instructions re arding
transite floor and wall coverings. These interim measures »
adopted after a series of meetings between Western Electri _el}
Telephone Laboratories, and A.T.4 T. PYant, Engineering anoc Medical
Oepartments.

Effective September 1, 1974 all orders shipped from Western that
require material to close new cable holes will have stzei plates
substituted for transite. In addition, all jobs engineered after
October 1, 1974 which require cutting of existing corer< to add cable
or equipment will receive steel covers to replace the transite covers
that would normally be cut in the field. The cost of the steel
replacement covers will be borne by the associated companies and
should be included in all future engineering.

This interim change is being implemented to provide Western Electric
Installers and Telephone Company Operating Personnel with a better
health environment. Transite board contains asbestos and cannot be
cut, drilled or filed without releasing low levels of airborne
asbestos dust particles, which over a long period of time can create
a health problem. Existing floor and wall coverings do not present
any source of airborne particles and are to be left in place. Effec-
tive with this letter, however, there is to be no further cutting or
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shaping of existing transite covers - a substitute steel cover should
be obtained from Western Electric if any changes in conf{guration
become necessary.

The Bell Telephone Laboratories are continuing their investigation of
fire and smoke penetration through floor amd wall cable opemings.
Pending the final results of their testing program, the interim
instructjons outlined above will be followed.

Dire side Plant, Safety and Supplies

Lo Jarmee

Engineering Director - Equipment and Buildings

2%’574»% Mp

Medical Director

Attachment
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Installation Eng Handbook 30 TI Section 15D
Western Electric F "n
Service Division

1.1 The purpose of this Temporary Instruction i{s to provide Installation
with ths history and to explain the reason why tha floor and wall
cable hole covar material {s being changed from transite to stsel.

1.2 The Bell System cable hole assemblies have been sccepted throughout
the country for over fifty years. However, there are no records of
BTL tests establighing thair fire resistance capabilities. Accord-
ingly, in 1970, CIE requested AT&T to approve the replacement of tran-
site with gteel in order to reduce the Installer's effort in fabri-
cating cable hole penetration closures. Ir August, 1971, ATAT re-
quested BIL-Whippany to undertake an snalytica. and experimental
program to upgrade the fire policy described in EL 1343. As & re-
sult, a group ac Whippany was formed and a full scale test facility,
equivalent to a Central Office building bay two stories high, was
constructsd at Chester Laboratories, N.J,

1.3 Over the past several years, numerous tests have been conducted to
establish minimm standard time requirements for smoks and fi:-e pene-
tration through cable hole assemblies. Tnrnsts at Bell Telephone
Laboratory are still in progress to determire if any further improve-
ments to the cable hole concept can be made.

1.4 The substitution of steel for transite floor covers will reduce ma-
terial cost and fabrication time; but more important, it will improve
the Installer's environmeat. When transite material is cut, it pro-
duces low levels of airborne asbestos dust particles. Accordingly,
the Installer is required to wear a vespiratsr and gloves as pro-
tection. Cutting of steel will eliminate this potential health
problem and the need for thase personnel protection ‘requirements.

1.5 ~ Because of the importance of improving the Installer's environmenc,
& program to replice the transite material used as cable penetration
vlosures with steel plates has been initiated. All orders (requir-

_ ing waterial for closing new cable holes) which are shipped aiter
9/1/74 will be provided with steel floor and wall plates. All
orders engineered after 10/1/74 which require the opening of an
existing cable hole to add additional cables, will receive steel
plates to replace the existing traniite covers.

Printed in U.S.A.
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Disregard all figures in Seriss 15 of lhmlbook 30 depieting traneite

asterial vhen stesl floor and wall closure plates ams received on job
site. Install steel floor and wall closures in manner similmx to
transite covers.

Cut floor and wall stasl plates with the R-4355 Nibbler similar to the
ceiling stesel platas. -

The replaced transite wail sud £ivor cevers-ung tot to be cut-up or
in any way reduced 1iu size prior mmamrmm SSRVERZET
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American Telephone sno
Telegraph Company

296 North Mapie Avenue
Baexing Ridge, N. J. 07920
Phone (201) 221.2000

January 3, 1979

TO ALL SAFETY COORDINATORS

Attached for your information is a copy of the
long awaited System Letter dealing with the
problem of asbestos gloves in Central Office
locations.

The letter recommends a systematic replacement
of KS-8463 asbestos gloves with the new KS5-22240
gloves over a three year period. Disposal
instructions are included within the System
Letter. :

Until such time that a complete changeout of
gloves is completed, it is recommended that the
KS-8463 asbestos gicves not be removed from the
canisters for periodic inspection.

Sincerely,

R.L. Beach -

Manager - Safety

Attachment
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latroduces the New KS-22240 Heat and Fire Retardant Clove su: RL 78~12-071

Recommandation @ m

December 8, 1978
Americon Tolephone and
Telograph Compeny
196 Sroadwey
- New York, N. Y. 10007
RL 78-12-071 Phone {212) 383-9800

Building Operating Staff Heads

Director - Rasl Estate Mansgement, Automotive Operations, -
Energy and Eaviroumant

Introduces tha new KS-22240 Heat and Fire Ratardant Gloves and calls for
the_removal of all KS-8463 Asbestos Gloves.

® A ®

Federal ragulations have placed limits on the use of products or materials
vhich contain or are sade of asbestos, but more specifically, where the
use of this product or matsrial will introduce free asbestos fibers into
the atmosphere. Since this ruling, Western Electric Purchased Product
Engineering has been searching for an acceptable replacement for the
KS-8463 asbestos gloves.

Presently, each portable fire extinguisher station in central office
equipmant areas has a canister (KS-8434) mounted vith, or adjacent to,
the axtinguisher station and containing a pair of KS-846] asbestos
gloves. These gloves vare intended to be used after extinguistment of a
fire, to separate bundles of wvires in ovder to put out any burning
embers.

It is recommended that all existing KS-8463 asbestos glom be replaced
with the new K5-22240 Heat and Fire Retardant Cloves. :These new gloves

can be ordered through Western Electric supply as:

Gloves (Pire Ratardant), KS-22240

The cost of each pair of KS~22240 gloves is approximately $5.25 to the
OTC, and will be avgilable during the second quarter of 1979.

These gloves are constructed of two layers of material, with the outer

layer being of fire recardant cotton twist terricord and the liner being

of 6 ounce cotton material. The overall length of each glove is ipproximately
19 inches and is made for use on either hand. Tests indicate that thease
zloves vill not support combustion and have a high resistance to the

transfer of heat. When rolled i{n pairs, they can be stored in che
existing KS-8434 canisters.

NOTICE

Not for um or disclosurs outsids the 00239y
Bell Syvtem except under writhan agreement,



At the praseat tims, spaciag of the existing aasbestos gloves 1is at each
extinguisher station in ceantral office equipmant aress. The new gloves,
stored in a KS-8434 canister, should be located at ths main entrance to
each central office eguipsent srea, not at each extinguisher locstiom.
The programmed replacement of the KS5-8463 asbestos gloves should be over
s three year pariod.

mmcmrs-ussmummmwumuwmg
them in s plastic bsg end tying the end. Tin

this task should be equipped with a face mask to prévent inhkslation
of fres asbestos fidexs. These plastit bugs, mmms
gloves vith the open end tisd, should be ramovad to an spproved sanitsry
land £111 operation suitable for disposal of this mstarial,

Any questiocns regarding these gloves should be sddressed to V. J. Hession
(201)221-4986,

J. W, Willissson
Director - Real Estate Msnagement, Automotive Operations,
Energy and Envirooment

] 002395



b Xu oy v . v P .
troomrg " E OTRMMOBGEGEY 1) o

der-ter 30, 1581

¥r. u. C. Aarhvn
17-1239K3

Cruck: R

The irstructione provided to the BOCs regarding modification of C
VYaahole Hesaters should contain sufficisnt detail to easure compliance
with both OSHA and EPA requirements. Based on mv pesception of the
construction of the heater and the friuble nature of the asbestas
tape, ! would recommend tha following pracsutionary measures:

1. %et the astestos tape prior to ramoving the rivecs
and tape.

8]

If any of the asbestos tape sticks to the heater,
we: the stuck residue prior to scraping.

(W)

All rezoved tape, scrapings. and any contazinated
rags cr cebris should be placed in sealed impermeable
Sags ¢r sontainers labelled as fecllows:

CAUTION

, Contains Asbestos
Avoid Breathing Dust .
Breathing Asbestos May Cause - ... .. ..
Serious 3odily Harm

-. Persconel rerfcrming the modificatiens should wash their
hazds :ricr to eating, drinking, or smoking.

The sea.ec tags must be dispesed of in accordance with
s:ate &a=2 iacal regulaticns far asbestos ccntaining waste.

30Cs z=:: -erferm their owm vehicle caintenance, it should be
sc st:zin -aze and latels Irom che garage forces, as similar

,.
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requirements exist for the handling of dust removed from brake drums and
cluzch assemblies. Disposal of the filled bags could also be consolidated
. with the same garage Iovces.

Please advise if additional assistance is reguired. When :h—c-fiual
product is readv for distribucion, I would like to include the Company
Safety Coordiaators.

.\é—-

James M. Degec
District Manager - Occupationsl
and Envirormental Safety
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Jenuary 28, 1982

Mr. L. Bennett

Southwastern Bell Telephoune
Rm 459, 1111 W. Capitol Street
Little Rock, Arkgnsas 72202

Dear Larry:

This is in response to your imquiry whether heat shield pads contain
asbestos. The Bell System Practice "E Sheet Repair Slesviag”
(BSP-644~200-005) recommends that hest shield pads (AD-1460) be used
to protect vorkers who apply heit shrink sleeves. Rayches Corporationm,
the manufactursr of the hest ahri€ld pad, clains thedir psd contains an
asbestos substitute, thermoglass, which tcpuced their former asbestos
containing pads over two years &go.

A problem may srise, homet, in the operating telephone companies

vhere some asbestos lmat shield pads (older than two years) are still
used. To identify the older asbestos pads vs. the newer non-asbestcs
pads, a few differences exist. The new pads are smzller in size with
these dimensions: (12" x 40" x 0.125"), shinier, and less fibrous than
the older heat shrink pads. The other method to identify whether a pad
contains asbestos is to analyze it, but this method is time-consuming and
more expensive. If you locate any asbestos heat shrink pads, they should
be properly disposed of in accordance with state and federal regulations.
A replacement pad may de purchased from Raychem Corporation at a cost of
$48. 40.

5 .;;/ .

1f .you have any other questions, please call me.

Sincerely,

6)a.£u.cia C 03-{"’-

MH-78691-PCP-]jc Patricia C. Payne

Copy to

L. C. Smith - SWBT
R. E. Eberhart

J., W. Berry, M.D.

J. M. Degen-AT&T%-- . 002398

R. W, Stone, M.D.

W. J. Schreibeis
G. M., Wilkening .



