April 17, 1964

Harold Jﬂcobziner, M.D.
.issistant Commissioner
Departme”t of Health
City of New York

125 Worth Street

New York |13, New York

Dear Docqor Jacobziner:

Your forﬂ letter of Mareh 12 conceming accidents in childbood came to
me indir&btly from the fepartment of Sociology and Anthropology (John
A. Winget, Ph.D,) of the University of Cincinmati, and I am impelled
to make some reply, rather tham to ailow the impression to be arrived
at that nothing of moment has been done about the problem to which you
rcfag,in;profesw%onal cireles in Ciceinnaci,

The probﬂem with which the Amorican Academy of Pediatrics has been con-
cerned is, of course of nation-wide inportance, as it has been encountered
in Cinci‘ ati, or perhags I should say, as it has bLeen appraised in Cin~
cinnati from the aspect of preventive action, has been much more concerned
with intoxications, ratherr than with accidents ag those are usually de-
fined, jt is, of course, a matter of chance {or of accident) that a
child gains access to polsons of various types in the household, The
procedur‘ here, for years has been that of the investigation of cases,

and the development of the mgchanisas of a poison center, the attempted
disseminition of information through variocus available avenues, together
with legislative action on the wart of the City ﬂauncil, directed especial~
1y at the nroblem of lead poisoning {(limitations of use of lead-containing
paint, l.ooling, and authorizaitlion of condemnation proceeding: rzsted in
the City Department of Hoalth, against dangerous pramises),

A loosely coordinated efifort has been parxrticipated in by the City Health
Dopartment, the Pediatrics Department and the Department of Prewsntive
ledicine jand Industrial Health of the Medical College, the Academy of
dedicine of Cincinnati, and others, in bringing these matters to the
attention of the public, and in providing information and advice. The
effort has not been as completely successful as it might be, if it were
to have the concentrated and full-time attention and guldance of a
responsible professional official, but it has made favorable progress,
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The educational efforts of this Department (graduate professional
tra#ning of physicians and engineers in occupational and environmental
health) have been directed toward the entire spectrum of environmental
proplems, rather than being concentrated on accident preveantion,

This does not mean, we believe, that the latter has been neglected,
butﬁthat it has been consigned to its proper place in the general
scheme of enviroamental health, ' h

Cordially yours,

Rﬂbert Li. Kehae, B%OD'
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