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Ryan Seeks to .Sfop Monsanto
Sale of 'Deadly’ Chemical Family

Rep. Wiltiam F. Ryas (Dem.),

- In a House wpeech, Rysn

cherged that fedaral agencies
have done litths In the last ysar
"to combat this very serious
environmental health hagerd.™

Monsanto, the only American
manufacturer, “has taken some
seps under public pressure, but
mora aeed to be dons,” Ryan
sald.

foutr

wcls ranging from paints and
paper coatings tosdectrical
transfororer fulda. ’

Sutface cottings, adhesives
and the fike are “open” sys-
tems; tradsformers are
“cloged” systems.

“Wa've told customers pot to
throw the fluld away when they
druin their transiormens, but to
send {t back 10 us,” the spokes-
man sald

“WE'VE BEEN DOING that
{or a full year pow.*

The spokesmans safd o pew
Incinerator &t th s company's
Sauget. 1Iil., plant, where the
PCBs are " 1 ahotid

Ryan sald the steps takes by
Monsanto, while heiphil, are
pot adequate.,

“Present control of PCRe 3
dependent on the offorts and
good faith of the Monsanic Co.
and the full cooperation of each
snd every ome of #s custom-
a5’ he ssid.

“That s not enpough 1o lsure
protection of our citaens from
the menace of ths deadly

RYAN SAID PCBS and their
retiduss  are “‘extremely toxic
® animal like” and pose a
*"aost frightening  hesand” t0

be ready for use in three or

They do m.lduoiveh\nter

and are capable of being widely Rysn mid.

distributed over the warth

2“ hch;dmun, e poted
. be said, they resist biclog-|

ical bremkdown, ¥

The n gcoused the
St Louls corporation of cal-|
fous indi{ference to the public
wolfare™ in refusing "repemd-‘
W to give him production and
sales figures on the PCBa The'
flgures are needed. Rywn said. .
00 seientlse candetermine
“witat quantition of PCBs have
been and Sre escaping into the
@vironment "

“However, Monsanto has In.,
formed me thal it would make
such information avellable to
‘responsible government agen-
cise’ on s confidentin]l basis,”

|
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Curds
on PCEs
vary

WASHINGTON tAl't — Tne
govarnment  protects  chickens
and catfish lrom foxed conl.an-
ing tnore than a hall part per
million of DUT-Iike clwniicals
culled I'CBs. But pueople can
cal chicken or catlisi codttainy-
ing 10 timies as much before the
goveriuncnl docs anvtung.

Bul then baby cercal and
spaghetti druiers may nol con-

tain  any more FPCHs 1han
chicken feed
Why?

“We liad to hatve some st of
action kevel” John T Wolden,
ross Officer for the Food and
g Adntimstration, sud Mon
dav

Walden's explanativn of he
dillering guidelines came aficr
persistent,  poisonous  PClis
started the povernnwnl amwew
on a ftrail that alreadv led
Uirowgh chicker [ced. chickens,
wrheys aud cgas

Now Lhe FUA has found the
chemtical in somne  shrodded
wheal, gpagheils dinuers. car
meal. auxed baby cereal. prils.
nodgte Gimers  and  pancaic
nuix. In one saruple of streddiad
wheat! te PCE cuitatiuiiut
was 43 tmes the safewy level
sl by federal guidelings. In
other fuods Uie cancerlratnm
ranped {rora leay than the {ed
eral guidcline i four lunes the
feval

The agency has scized hone
of the products hu the vase of
the shredidsé wheat. Walden ox
plamed dunt the digh comeen.ro
tion was in enlv oone soee
amd the FROAGuInt fie d vl
coutamigiled =es to Justis
FTIPRHIN

don Stur

Wednesday, Seplesiher 29, 1971

The FDA said the cou-
amination originaled 1 con-
tainers made from  recwelsd

cardboavd. The recvelers ap-
parcutly used a 1'CB-lreated
catbonless  duplicating  paper,
Waiden said.

The FDA is samplmg 1% prod-
ucls packaged 1 =ich cvd.
board

Walden said it's (he speed
with which e PCI problem
has cropped up Wit s fos-
tered the differing guicilines
for foods. The poultry giide-
Jines were sol wp firsl. As lhe
pollutant became moie prese
lent. the lower guidcine was
sal up Jor cther foods.

“The truth is our sciculisls--
and no scienlists—know aboul
PCBs or whal to du about it
said Waldeu, “This ail lanads us
to why we called topeiher these
five agencics o goveinment 1o
ook al the problemn

His  reference was (o a

recently established jownt feder- -

@l lask force on P'CLs

“We don't know where
comes from .... We dont
know once Il gots into Whe body
whal its probien might bn

“With moreury we had pood.
solif climcal  eviderwe. Witk
PCBS il s just we've got more
quesiions than we've gol an
swers

PCBs bave wiggered an out-
break of liver and skin adl-
menls in Japan znd have kited
chos ebryos ta [atai oo sy
peLiments

One proposal front Rep Wil
fiant F Hion, the New Yok
Durocrat wiio has been enucal
ol FA's handling of FCils. s
{0 ban the chemical-- 3¢ jeast
unlil  scienlizsls  know  more
almat it

MONS

031658



